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THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD THE CREATOR
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True Wisdom: Knowledge of God, Knowledge of Ourselves
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Knowledge of God: What is Right and Proper to Know
Knowledge Conducive to Glory of God, Piety 1.2.1-2 .....................
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All Man’s Own Thoughts About God Are Foolishness (without Savor)
From 1.13.3 (FHZE) oottt
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DO NOT SPECULATE OUT OF CURIOSITY:
ONLY GOD KNOWS HIMSELF BY HIMSELF
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Meditate on God’s Works, Do Not Speculate on God’s Glory
From 1.5.9 (i ) oot
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Only God Knows Himself By Himself;

We Know God as He Reveals Himself to Us

From 1.13.21 (BEEE ) ottt e

AT (BEARC) o MFITERRT AR - AR RN REf R
A Earrese H Ok e C - BECIFRAE

Don t Go Beyond Bible; Play Philosopher Moderately;

Human Mind Cannot Measure the Measureless;

Only God Knows Himself in Himself, Witnesses to Himself 1.13.21 ....
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God’s Essence is Incomprehensible;
We Know God as He Declares Himself Through His Word 1.14.1 .......
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SEED OF DIVINITY, GENERAL REVELATION
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The Knowledge of God Shines Forth in the Fashioning of the
Universe and the Continuing Government of It 1.5.1 .......................

NI B " Rl
Men Have Sense of Divinity; “Seed of Religion”
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God’s Revelation Can Be Seen Everywhere; God Is Never Without a
Witness — From Preface to Bible of Olivetan (FTEE) .oovvvviiniinninnn.n.
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When Man Opens His Eyes, He Cannot But See God’s Revelation in
Creation — From 1.5.1 (FEGE) .ot
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Godlessness Is Impossible From 1.3.3 ...
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MANKIND’S RESPONSE TO GENERAL REVELATION:
BLINDNESS, IDOLATRY, PHILOSOPHICAL SPECULATION
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Mankind is Wicked, Perverted, Ignorant; Neglect Glory in Creation:
God Grants True Knowledge, but Man Needs Illumination by Spirit;
Nature Not Sufficient Comm. Acts 17:27 ......ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie.
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Man’s Tendency (Pagans): Idolatry
Comm. Rom. 1:22; Heb. 11:6; Sermon Deuteronomy (i) ............
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The Pagans Worship Their Own Imaginations
HiaTELAEE 55

55™ Sermon on DeUterONOMY ...........c.euuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn
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Humanities: Philosophers Have Beginning of Knowledge of God;
But Inconsistent, Confuse Men; God Gives Them Savor of Himself,
They Have No Excuse; What They See = Far from Truth

From 2.2.18 (0B ) o,
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The Limits of Our Understanding 2.2.18 .........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn...
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After Fall: Will to Know God = Deprived; God But Curses Man;

Man Cannot Approach God; Responsible for This Inability

God’s Curse = Everywhere: God Justly Disowns Us;
Our Blind Minds Do Not Perceive What Is True 2.6.1 ........................
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GOD HAS SPOKEN IN THE BIBLE,

HE GAVE US BIBLE FOR GOOD REASON:
KNOW GOD THROUGH THE BIBLE
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God Gave Bible to Teach Good Doctrine, To Comfort, Exhort Us to

Do Good, Edify Us to Trust, Fear, Know God

From the Preface to the Geneva Bible (e ) ooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieene
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God Speaks to Us In Scripture, Publishes His Truth 1.7.1 ....................
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Holy Spirit’s Inspiration: Apostles Are Merely Spirit’s Notaries:
Preachers After Apostles Only Teach What Is Sealed in Scripture

4.8.9 (should insert at page 40; temporarily put here) ........................
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Knowing = Receiving What Scripture Teaches; Spirit Bears Witness,
Seals Scriptures in Our Hearts 1.7.4 ... ...,
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CHRIST IS CENTER OF SCRIPTURE: KNOW HIM;
SPIRIT AUTHENTICATES SCRIPTURE
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Christ = Aim and Center of Scripture; We Know God Only in Christ;

Find Christ in the Bible; Otherwise the Learned Cannot Find Truth
Comm. JOhn 5:30 (1o ) oottt
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Christ is the Only Mediator between God and Man; Thus:

Seek God in Christ (A Mirror); God Only Manifests Himself by Christ
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How May We Know God? Be Taught by Scripture, with New Heart,
By Faith 1.6.1 oo
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The Word as Holy Scripture 1.6.2 ...
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Scripture Bears Its Own Authentication 1.7.5 ..............ooooiiiiiiina
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Fanatic Minds Reject Doctrine in Name of the Holy Spirit;
The Holy Spirit Leads Us Not to Despise, but to Understand God’s Word
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WORDS USED IN THE BIBLE, WORDS USED IN THEOLOGY;
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY
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God Accommodates Us with Language, as Nurses Lisp to Babes
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The Three Persons in the Godhead 1.13.2 ..oovniiiiiiiii i,
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The Expressions “Trinity” and “Person” Aid the Interpretation of
Scripture, are Thus Admissible 1.13.3 ... ...,
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The Church Has Regarded Expressions Like “Trinity,” “Person,” etc.

as Necessary to Unmask False Teachers 1.13.4 ................ooiiiinini.
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Limits and necessity of theological terms 1.13.5 ...,
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The Meaning of the Most Important Conception: “Person” 1.13.6..........
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Distinction of Persons: Not Divisions; Not Just Titles,
Not Just Different Ways of Signifying God;

Son’s Attributes (Subsistence) = Distinct from Father;
Son = Word in God, Other than Father 1.13.16-20 .......ccoovviiiiiinn....
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Distinction of Persons: Not Divisions, Not Just Titles,

Not Just Different Ways of Signifying God;

Son’s Attributes (subsistence) = Distinct from Father,

Son = Word of God, Other than Father 1.13.16 ..........iiiiiiiiiiinnan.
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Son’s Character = Different from Father: “With God,”

“Another” Bears Witness; Son Held Father’s Glory With Him;

Spirit = Distinct from Father and Son 1.13.17 ...
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Difference of Father, Son, and Spirit 1.13.18...............oooiiiii..
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The relationship of Father, Son, and Spirit 1.13.19 ...................
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The Triune God 1.13.20 ...ttt i
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The Son Is God, Even As The Father
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The divine nature is common to all three Persons

ERAERT ¢ REFEMEA
GOD’S WORK OF CREATION;
ANGELS AND DEVILS
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Trinity = Creator; Thus God = Eternal, Being-in-Itself;

Work of Creation = Immediate, without Intervention;

Word of God Acts by Itself in Creation; Men = End of Creation
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The Work of the Six Days Shows God’s Goodness toward Men
0

NN IPEROR R S PR Y

Creation Includes Spiritual, Invisible World of Angels 1.14.3 .............
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We Should Not Indulge in Speculations Concerning Angels,

But Search Out the Witness of Scripture 1.14.4 ...,
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God’s Glory Does Not Belong to the Angels 1.14.10 ........................
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God Makes Use of the Angels, Not For His Own Sake, But For Ours
| 0 1
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The Angels Must Not Divert Us from Directing Our Gaze to the
Lord Alone 1.14.12 ...
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Devils Are Real, Serve Purpose of God:
Scripture forearms us against the adversary
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The Realm of Wickedness 1.14.14 ... i
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An Irreconcilable Struggle 1.14.15 ...
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The Devil Is a Degenerate Creation of God 1.14.16..........................
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The Devil Stands Under God’s Power
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The Contemplations of God’s Goodness in His Creation Will
Lead Us to Thankfulness and Trust 1.14.22 ..............cooiiiiit..
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DOCTRINE OF MAN:
THE SOUL, THE IMAGE OF GOD
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Man Is Spiritual Being; Soul = Immortal, Created, Nobler

Immortality of the Soul: Soul Has Essence of Its Own;

Not Just “Breath” or “Strengthened” Added to Body;

Sinner Has “Sense of Immortality”;

Is Conscious of Good and Evil; Knows God;

Dreams — Evidence of Immortality 1.15.2 ...,
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God’s Image and Likeness in Man 1.15.3 ...,
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The True Nature of the Image of God Is to be Derived from

What Scripture Says of Its Renewal through Christ 1.15.4 ................
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The Soul and Its Faculties 1.15.6 ....cooviiiiiiiiii s
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THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE:
GOD RULES OVER THE UNIVERSE
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God By His Power Nourishes and Maintains the World Created By Him,
And Rules Its Several Parts By His Providence

Creation and Providence Inseparably Joined 1.16.1 ........................
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There is No Such Thing as Fortune or Chance 1.16.2 .........................
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The Nature of Providence 1.16.4 .....oooveeiniie i,
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History of Nations; Providence; Church, God’s Special Care;

Providence; Through Means, Without Means, Against Means

The meaning of God’s ways
0 O PPN
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God’s providence as solace of believers
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By NE LAE Rt HAS e o i e i H A
Church: Not End of God’s Providence; God Is The End
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Providence Concerns the Reprobate as Well as the Elect

Satan — Under God’s Command, Operates by God’s Decree
Powers of Evil = At God’s Command: Consolation to Believer
Chapter 18 — God so uses the works of the ungodly,

and so bends their minds to carry out his judgments,

that he remains pure from every stain; No mere “permission”!
< T P

AR s AT TIEAR PTET BRI
SOt AR I R R A Bt Yy 5 02 it i i R

God Is Just; The Wicked Do Not “Obey,” But Violate God’s Command;
Even when God uses the godless’ deeds for his purposes,

he does not suffer reproach 1.18.4 ... ...,
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TRUE WISDOM: KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, KNOWLEDGE
OF OURSELVES

Institutes 1.1.1-3
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Chapter 1 — The Knowledge of God and that of Ourselves are
Connected.

1.1.1. ¥EHECKEDE, mEH EFRR.

Without knowledge of self there is no knowledge of God
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Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of
two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. But, while joined by many bonds,
which one precedes and brings forth the other is not easy to discern. In the first place, no
one can look upon himself without immediately turning his thoughts to the
contemplation of God, in whom he “lives and moves” [Acts 17:28]. For, quite clearly,
the mighty gifts with which we are endowed are hardly from ourselves; indeed, our very
being is nothing but subsistence in the one God. Then, by these benefits shed like dew
from heaven upon us, we are led as by rivulets to the spring itself. Indeed, our very
poverty better discloses the infinitude of benefits reposing in God. The miserable ruin,
into which the rebellion of the first man cast us, especially compels us to look upward.
Thus, not only will we, in fasting and hungering, seek thence what we lack; but, in being
aroused by fear, we shall learn humility. For, as a veritable world of miseries is to be
found in mankind, and we are thereby despoiled of divine raiment, our shameful
nakedness exposes a teeming horde of infamies. Each of us must, then, be so stung by
the consciousness of his own unhappiness as to attain at least some knowledge of God.
Thus, from the feeling of our own ignorance, vanity, poverty, infirmity, and — what is
more — depravity and corruption, we recognize that the true light of wisdom, sound
virtue, full abundance of every good, and purity of righteousness rest in the Lord alone.
To this extent we are prompted by our own ills to contemplate the good things of God;
and we cannot seriously aspire to him before we begin to be come displeased with
ourselves. For what man in all the world would not gladly remain as he is — what man
does not remain as he is — so long as he does not know himself, that is, while content with
his own gifts, and either ignorant or unmindful of his own misery? Accordingly, the
knowledge of ourselves not only arouses us to seek God, but also, as it were, leads us by
the hand to find him.

Acts 17:28

2 . . . . .
®'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said,
'We are his offspring.’
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Without knowledge of God there is no knowledge of self
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Again, it is certain that man never achieves a clear knowledge of himself unless he
has first looked upon God’s face, and then descends from contemplating him to
scrutinize himself. For we always seem to ourselves righteous and upright and wise and
holy — this pride is innate in all of us — unless by clear proofs we stand convinced of
our own unrighteousness, foulness, folly, and impurity. Moreover, we are not thus
convinced if we look merely to ourselves and not also to the Lord, who is the sole
standard by which this judgment must be measured. For, because all of us are inclined by
nature to hypocrisy, a kind of empty image of righteousness in place of righteousness
itself abundantly satisfies us. And because nothing appears within or around us that has
not been contaminated by great immorality, what is a little less vile pleases us as a thing
most pure — so long as we confine our minds within the limits of human corruption. Just
so, an eye to which nothing is shown but black objects judges something dirty white or
even rather darkly mottled to be whiteness itself. Indeed, we can discern still more
clearly from the bodily senses how much we are deluded in estimating the powers of the
soul. For if in broad daylight we either look down upon the ground or survey whatever
meets our view round about, we seem to ourselves endowed with the strongest and
keenest sight; yet when we look up to the sun and gaze straight at it, that power of sight
which was particularly strong on earth is at once blunted and confused by a great
brilliance, and thus we are compelled to admit that our keenness in looking upon things
earthly is sheer dullness when it comes to the sun. So it happens in estimating our
spiritual goods. As long as we do not look beyond the earth, being quite content with our
own righteousness, wisdom, and virtue, we flatter ourselves most sweetly, and fancy
ourselves all but demigods. Suppose we but once begin to raise our thoughts to God,
and to ponder his nature, and how completely perfect are his righteousness, wisdom,
and power — the straightedge to which we must be shaped. Then, what masquerading
earlier as righteousness was pleasing in us will soon grow filthy in its consummate
wickedness. What wonderfully impressed us under the name of wisdom will stink in its
very foolishness. What wore the face of power will prove itself the most miserable
weakness. That is, what in us seems perfection itself corresponds ill to the purity of God.
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Man before God’s majesty
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Hence that dread and wonder with which Scripture commonly represents the saints
as stricken and overcome whenever they felt the presence of God. Thus it comes about
that we see men who in his absence normally remained firm and constant, but who, when
he manifests his glory, are so shaken and struck dumb as to be laid low by the dread of
death — are in fact overwhelmed by it and almost annihilated. As a consequence, we must
infer that man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly
state until he has compared himself with God’s majesty. Moreover, we have numerous
examples of this consternation both in The Book of Judges and in the Prophets. So
frequent was it that this expression was common among God’s people: “We shall die, for
the Lord has appeared to us” [Judg. 13:22; Isa. 6:5; Ezek. 2:1; 1:28; Judg. 6:22-23; and
elsewhere]. The story of Job, in its description of God’s wisdom, power, and purity,
always expresses a powerful argument that overwhelms men with the realization of their
own stupidity, impotence, and corruption [cf. Job 38:1ff.]. And not without cause: for we
see how Abraham recognizes more clearly that he is earth and dust [Gen. 18:27] when
once he had come nearer to beholding God’s glory; and how Elijah, with uncovered face,
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cannot bear to await his approach, such is the awesomeness of his appearance [I Kings
19:13]. And what can man do, who is rottenness itself [Job 13:28] and a worm [Job 7:5;
Ps. 22:6], when even the cherubim must veil their faces out of fear [Isa. 6:2]? It is this
indeed of which the prophet Isaiah speaks; “The sun will blush and the moon be
confounded when the Lord of Hosts shall reign” [Isa. 24:23]; that is, when he shall bring
forth his splendor and cause it to draw nearer, the brightest thing will become darkness
before it [Isa. 2:10, 19 p.].

Yet, however the knowledge of God and of ourselves may be mutually connected,
the order of right teaching requires that we discuss the former first, then proceed
afterward to treat the latter.

Judg. 13:22;
22 "We are doomed to die!" he said to his wife. "We have seen God!"

Isa. 6:5;
> "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."

Ezek. 2:1
! He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you."

Ezek. 1:28

*¥ Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance
around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I
saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking.

Judg. 6:22-23
22 When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, "Ah,
Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!"

3 But the LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die."

Job 38:1
' Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said:

Gen. 18:27
%" Then Abraham spoke up again: "Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord,
though I am nothing but dust and ashes,

Job 13:28
2% "So man wastes away like something rotten, like a garment eaten by moths.

I Kings 19:13

'3 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the
mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"
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Job 7:5;
> My body is clothed with worms and scabs, my skin is broken and festering.

Ps. 22:6
% But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people.

Isa. 6:2
% Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces,
with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.

Isa. 2:10, 19
% Go into the rocks, hide in the ground from dread of the LORD and the splendor of his

majesty!

1 Men will flee to caves in the rocks and to holes in the ground from dread of the LORD
and the splendor of his majesty, when he rises to shake the earth.
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KNOWELDGE OF GOD: WHAT IS RIGHT TO KNOW;
KNOWLEDGE CONDUCIVE TO GLORY OF GOD, PIETY

GOD IS NOT IDLE; KNOWLEDGE OF GOD NOT ABSTRACT;
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IN RELATION TO OURSELVES: FAITH,
FEAR, REVERENCE, WORSHIP

Institutes, 1.2.1
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Chapter II - What it is to know God, and to what Purpose
the knowledge of him tends

1.2.1 EIBEW, BEARW(EE
Piety is requisite for the knowledge of God
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Now, the knowledge of God, as I understand it, is that by which we not only
conceive that there is a God but also grasp what befits us and is proper to his glory, in
fine, what is to our advantage to know of him. Indeed, we shall not say that, properly
speaking, God is known where there is no religion or piety. Here I do not yet touch upon
the sort of knowledge with which men, in themselves lost and accursed, apprehend God
the Redeemer in Christ the Mediator; but I speak only of the primal and simple
knowledge to which the very order of nature would have led us if Adam had remained
upright. In this ruin of mankind no one now experiences God either as Father or as
Author of salvation, or favorable in any way, until Christ the Mediator comes forward to
reconcile him to us. Nevertheless, it is one thing to feel that God as our Maker supports
us by his power, governs us by his providence, nourishes us by his goodness, and
attends us with all sorts of blessings — and another thing to embrace the grace of
reconciliation offered to us in Christ. First, as much in the fashioning of the universe as
in the general teaching of Scripture the Lord shows himself to be simply the Creator.
Then in the face of Christ [cf. II Cor. 4:6] he shows himself the Redeemer. Of the
resulting twofold knowledge of God we shall now discuss the first aspect; the second will
be dealt with in its proper place.

IT Cor. 4:6

% Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so
that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, "Do not go beyond what is
written." Then you will not take pride in one man over against another.

Moreover, although our mind cannot apprehend God without rendering some
honor to him, it will not suffice simply to hold that there is One whom all ought to
honor and adore, unless we are also persuaded that he is the fountain of every good, and
that we must seek nothing elsewhere than in him. This I take to mean that not only does
he sustain this universe (as he once founded it) by his boundless might, regulate it by his
wisdom, preserve it by his goodness, and especially rule mankind by his righteousness
and judgment, bear with it in his mercy, watch over it by his protection; but also that no
drop will be found either of wisdom and light, or of righteousness or power or rectitude,
or of genuine truth, which does not flow from him, and of which he is not the cause.
Thus we may learn to await and seek all these things from him, and thankfully to ascribe
them, once received, to him. For this sense of the powers of God is for us a fit teacher
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of piety, from which religion is born. I call “piety” that reverence joined with love of
God which the knowledge of his benefits induces. For until men recognize that they
owe everything to God, that they are nourished by his fatherly care, that he is the Author
of their every good, that they should seek nothing beyond him — they will never yield him
willing service. Nay, unless they establish their complete happiness in him, they will
never give themselves truly and sincerely to him.
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True piety: “a reverence and love toward God conjoined together, to which we are
attracted, knowing the good that it does us.” 1,2,1.
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Knowledge of God involves trust and reverence
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What is God? Men who pose this question are merely toying with idle
speculations. 1t is more important for us to know of what sort he is and what is
consistent with his nature. What good is it to profess with Epicurus some sort of God
who has cast aside the care of the world only to amuse himself in idleness? What help is
it, in sort, to know a God with whom we have nothing to do? Rather, our knowledge
should serve first to teach us fear and reverence; secondly, with it as our guide and
teacher, we should learn to seek every good from him, and, having received it, to credit
it to his account. For how can the thought of God penetrate your mind without your
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realizing immediately that, since you are his handiwork, you have been made over and
bound to his command by right of creation, that you owe your life to him? - that
whatever you undertake, whatever you do, ought to be ascribed to him? If this be so, it
now assuredly follows that your life is wickedly corrupt unless it be disposed to his
service, seeing that his will ought for us to be the law by which we live. Again, you
cannot behold him clearly unless you acknowledge him to be the fountainhead and
source of every good. From this too would arise the desire to cleave to him and trust in
him, but for the fact that man’s depravity seduces his mind from rightly seeking him.

For, to begin with, the pious mind does not dream up for itself any god it pleases,
but contemplates the one and only true God. And it does not attach to him whatever it
pleases, but is content to hold him to be as he manifests himself; furthermore, the mind
always exercises the utmost diligence and care not to wander astray, or rashly and
boldly to go beyond his will. 1t thus recognizes God because it knows that he governs all
things; and trusts that he is its guide and protector, therefore giving itself over
completely to trust in him. Because it understands him to be the Author of every good,
if anything oppresses, if anything is lacking, immediately it betakes itself to his
protection, waiting for help from him. Because it is persuaded that he is good and
merciful, it reposes in him with perfect trust, and doubts not that in his loving-kindness a
remedy will be provided for all its ills. Because it acknowledges him as Lord and Father,
the pious mind also deems it meet and right to observe his authority in all things,
reverence his majesty, take care to advance his glory, and obey his commandments.
Because it sees him to be a righteous judge, armed with severity to punish wickedness, it
ever holds his judgment seat before its gaze, and through fear of him restrains itself from
provoking his anger. And yet it is not so terrified by the awareness of his judgment as to
wish to withdraw, even if some way of escape were open. But if it embraces him no less
as punisher of the wicked than as benefactor of the pious. For the pious mind realizes
that the punishment of the impious and wicked and the reward of life eternal for the
righteous equally pertain to God’s glory. Besides, this mind restrains itself from sinning,
not out of dread of punishment alone; but, because it loves and reveres God as Father, it
worships and adores him as Lord. Even if there were no hell, it would still shudder at
offending him alone.

50 + B8 L + 58 + F
FAITH + FEAR OF GOD + REVERENCE + WORSHIP

Ofrad: D JEWl 2 FIER, AURIVAUR SR E: (500 L a8 iR b3 (1
O, SR RO T SRR A, DLEAR AU, e iR LU S L
ANE T RUE VUM . BAM 6 BEE RIS B NS o AT MR 1
A, PR AL IEAER A R B R, KD AL B LA
b

Here indeed is pure and real religion: faith so joined with an earnest fear of God
that this fear also embraces willing reverence, and carries with it such legitimate
worship as is prescribed in the law. And we ought to note this fact even more diligently:
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all men have a vague general veneration for God, but very few really reverence him; and
wherever there is great ostentation in ceremonies, sincerity of heart is rare indeed.

1.13.3 A¥ B BRAFHRIEH: MERM (Z8D
All Man’s Own Thoughts About God Are Foolishness
(without Savour)

1.13.3
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“For I do not feel that concerning God we should speak with less conscientiousness
than we should think, since whatever by ourselves we think concerning him is foolish,
and whatever we speak, absurd (without savour).”
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MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORK, DON’T SPECULATE ON
GOD’S GLORY
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“The right way to seek God, and the best rule we can follow, is not to force
ourselves with too bold a curiosity to inquire into his majesty, which we ought rather
to worship than investigate too curiously, but to contemplate him in his works, by
which he renders himself near and familiar to us and, we might say, communciates
himself.” 1.5.9.
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ONLY GOD KNOWS HIMSELF BY HIMSELF;
WE KNOW GOD AS HE REVEALS HIMSELF TO US
From 1.13.21
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Leave to God the privilege of knowing himself; for it is he only who is able to
bear witness of himself who knows himself by himself alone. And we shall be leaving

him what belongs to him if we understand him as he declares himself, and ask nothing at
all concerning him except through his word.” 1.13.21
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THE MEASURELESS; ONLY GOD KNOWS HIMSELF IN
HIMSELF, WITNESSES TO HIMSELF
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Moreover, Satan, in order to tear our faith from its very roots, has always been
instigating great battles, partly concerning the divine essence of the Son and the Spirit,
partly concerning the distinction of the persons. He has during nearly all ages stirred up
ungodly spirits to harry orthodox teachers over this matter and today also is trying to
kindle a new fire from the old embers. For these reasons, it is important here to resist the
perverse ravings of certain persons. Hitherto it has been my particular intention to lead by
the hand those who are teachable, but not to strive hand to hand with the inflexible and
the contentious. But now the truth which has been peaceably shown must be maintained
against all the calumnies of the wicked. And yet I will exert special effort to the end that
they who lend ready and open ears to God’s Word may have a firm standing ground.
Here, indeed, if anywhere in the secret mysteries of Scripture, we ought to play the
philosopher soberly and with great moderation; let us use great caution that neither
our thoughts nor our speech go beyond the limits to which the Word of God itself
extends. For how can the human mind measure off the measureless essence of God
according to its own little measure, a mind as yet unable to establish for certain the nature
of the sun’s body, though men’s eyes daily gaze upon it? Indeed, how can the mind by
its own leading come to search out God’s essence when it cannot even get to its own?
Let us then willingly leave to God the knowledge of himself. For, as Hilary says, he is
the one fit witness to himself, and is not known except through himself. But we shall
be “leaving it to him” if we conceive him to be as he reveals himself to us, without
inquiring about him elsewhere than from his Word. On this question there are extant
five homilies of Chrysostom Against the Anomoeans; yet not even these could restrain
the presumptuous Sophists from giving their stuttering tongues free rein. For in this
matter they have behaved no more modestly than they usually do everywhere. We ought
to be warned by the unhappy outcome of this presumption so that we may take care to
apply ourselves to this question with teachableness rather than to subtlety. And let us not
take it into our heads either to seek out God anywhere else than in his Sacred Word, or
to think anything about him that is not prompted by his Word, or to speak anything
that is not taken from that Word. But if some distinction does exist in the one divinity
of Father, Son, and Spirit — something hard to grasp — and occasions to certain minds
more difficulty and trouble than is expedient, let it be remembered that men’s minds,
when they indulge their curiosity, enter into a labyrinth. And so let them yield
themselves to be ruled by the heavenly oracles, even though they may fail to capture the
height of the mystery.
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1.14.1 BAHFRAIE, (ELK) #HHE LR

WE CANNOT AND SHOULD NOT GO BEHIND GOD’S
ACT OF CREATION IN OUR SPECULATION 1.14.1
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IDOLATERS DO NOT LEARN, FROM WORLD, WHO THE TRUE
GOD IS WE ARE DULL, NEED TO KNOW GOD MORE
DISTINCTLY THAN NON-CHRISTIANS

GOD: MIND OF UNIVERSE? WE MUST KNOW GOD MORE
INTIMATELY:

SO GOD REVEALED TO US THE HISTORY OF CREATION
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Isaiah rightly charges the worshippers of false gods with obtuseness, because they
have not learned from the foundations of the earth and the circle of the heavens who is
the true God [Isa. 40:21; cf. v. 22; see Comm.]. Despite this, such is the slowness and
dullness of our wit that, to prevent believers from deserting to the fabrications of the
heathen, we must depict the true God more distinctly than they do. Since the notion of
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God as the mind of the universe (in the philosophers’ eyes, a most acceptable description)
is ephemeral, it is important for us to know him more intimately, lest we always waver in
doubt. Therefore it was his will that the history of Creation be made manifest, in order
that the faith of the church, resting upon this, might seek no other God but him who was
put forth by Moses as the Maker and Founder of the universe.

Isa. 40: 21-22

' Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood since the earth was founded?

*2 He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He
stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.
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GOD MARKS TIME; WE MAY KNOW ORIGIN OF MAN, ALL
THINGS; KNOWING ETERNAL GOD, CREATION -> RESIST
PAGAN MYTHS; NOT USEFUL TO KNOW WHAT GOD HAS
HIDDEN
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Therein time was first marked so that by a continuing succession of years
believers might arrive at the primal source of the human race and of all things. This
knowledge is especially useful not only to resist the monstrous fables that formerly were
in vogue in Egypt and in other regions of the earth, but also that, once the beginning of
the universe is known, God’s eternity may shine forth more clearly, and we may be more
rapt in wonder at it. And indeed, that impious scoff ought not to move us: that it is a
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wonder how it did not enter God’s mind sooner to found heaven and earth, but that he
idly permitted an immeasurable time to pass away, since he could have made it very
many millenniums earlier, albeit the duration of the world, now declining to its ultimate
end, has not yet attained six thousand years. For it is neither lawful nor expedient for us
to inquire why God delayed so long, because if the human mind strives to penetrate thus
far, it will fail a hundred times on the way. And it would not even be useful for us to
know what God himself, to test our moderation of faith, on purpose willed to be hidden.
When a certain shameless fellow mockingly asked a pious old man what God had done
before the creation of the world, the latter aptly countered that he had been building hell
Jor the curious.
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SPECULATIONS: WICKED, HURTFUL GOD’S WISDOM, POWER,
RIGHTEOUSNESS = INCOMPREHENSIBLE;

GOD REVEALS MOSES’ HISTORY TO US AS A MIRROR ACCEPT
GOD’S HIDDEN PURPOSES

DEMANDING A CAUSE HIGHER THAN GOD’S WILL =DO
WRONG TO GOD
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Let this admonition, no less grave than severe, restrain the wantonness that tickles
many and even drives them to wicked and hurtful speculations. In short, let us remember
that that invisible God whose wisdom, power, and righteousness are incomprehensible,
sets before us Moses’ history as a mirror in which his living likeness glows. For just as
eyes, when dimmed with age or weakness or by some other defect, unless aided by
spectacles, discern nothing distinctly; so, such is our feebleness, unless Scripture guides
us in seeking God, we are immediately confused. They who, indeed, indulge their own
wantonness, since they are now warned in vain, will feel too late by a dreadful ruin how
much better it would have been for them reverently to accept God’s secret purposes than
to belch forth blasphemies by which to obscure heaven. And Augustine rightly
complains that wrong is done to God when a higher cause of things than his will is
demanded. Elsewhere the same man wisely warns that it is no less wrong to raise
questions concerning immeasurable stretches of time than of space. Indeed, however
widely the circuit of the heavens extends, it still has some limit. Now if anyone should
expostulate with God that the void exceeds the heavens a hundredfold, would not this
impudence be detestable to all the godly? Into such madness leap those who carp at
God’s idleness because he did not in accord with their judgment establish the universe
innumerable ages before. To gratify their curiosity, they strive to go forth outside the
world. As if in the vast circle of heaven and earth enough things do not present
themselves to engross all our sense with their incomprehensible brightness! As if within
six thousand years God has not shown evidences enough on which to exercise our minds
in earnest meditation! Therefore let us willingly remain enclosed within these bounds to
which God has willed to confine us, and as it were, to pen up our minds that they may not,
through their very freedom to wander, go astray.
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1.5.1 H B RERBETH NREREREHED

THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD SHINES FORTH IN THE
FASHIONING OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE
CONTINUING GOVERNMENT OF IT
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The clarity of God’s self-disclosure strips us of every excuse
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The final goal of the blessed life, moreover, rests in the knowledge of God. Lest
anyone, then, be excluded from access to happiness, he not only sowed in men’s minds
that seed of religion of which we have spoken but revealed himself and daily discloses
himself in the whole workmanship of the universe. As a consequence, men cannot open
their eyes without being compelled to see him. Indeed, his essence is incomprehensible;
hence, his divineness far escapes all human perception. But upon his individual works he
has engraved unmistakable marks of his glory, so clear and so prominent that even
unlettered and stupid folk cannot plead the excuse of ignorance. Therefore the prophet
very aptly exclaims that he is “clad with light as with a garment’ [Ps. 104:2 p.]. Itis as if
he said: Thereafter the Lord began to show himself in the visible splendor of his apparel,
ever since in the creation of the universe he brought forth those insignia whereby he
shows his glory to us, whenever and wherever we cast our gaze. Likewise, the same
prophet skillfully compares the heavens, as they are stretched out, to his royal tent and
says that he has laid the beams of his chambers on the waters, has made the clouds his
chariot, rides on the wings of the wind, and that the winds and lightning bolts are his
swift messengers. [Ps. 104:2-4.] And since the glory of his power and wisdom shine
more brightly above, heaven is often called his palace [Ps. 11:4]. Yet, in the first place,
wherever you cast your eyes, there is no spot in the universe wherein you cannot discern
at least some sparks of his glory. You cannot in one glance survey this most vast and
beautiful system of the universe, in its wide expanse, without being completely
overwhelmed by the boundless force of its brightness. The reason why the author of The
Letter to the Hebrews elegantly calls the universe the appearance of things invisible [Heb.
11:3] is that this skillful ordering of the universe is for us a sort of mirror in which we can
contemplate God, who is otherwise invisible. The reason why the prophet attributes to
the heavenly creatures a language known to every nation [Ps. 19:2 ff.] is that therein lies
an attestation of divinity so apparent that it ought not to escape the gaze of even the most
stupid tribe. The apostle declares this more clearly: “What men need to know concerning
God has been disclosed to them, ... for one and all gaze upon his invisible nature, known
from the creation of the world, even unto his eternal power and divinity” [Rom. 1:19-20

p-l.

Ps. 104:2
? He wraps himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the heavens like a tent

Ps. 11:4
* The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD is on his heavenly throne. He observes the
sons of men; his eyes examine them.
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Ps. 19:2
? Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.

Heb. 11:3
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.

Rom. 1:19-20
¥ since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to
them.

% For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and

divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so
that men are without excuse.
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MEN HAVE SENSE OF DIVINITY; “SEED OF RELIGION”

T— F=F: RXILFTERAOLHRE
Chapter 3 — The Knowledge of God has been naturally
implanted in the minds of men

1.3.1. The character of this natural endowment
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GOD IMPLANTED AWARENESS OF DIVINITY IN MAN;
MAN CONDEMNED BY OWN TESTIMONY; IGNORANCE NO EXCUSE
THE MOST “BACKWARD” PEOPLES HAVE SEED OF RELIGION
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There is within the human mind, and indeed by natural instinct, an awareness
of divinity (divinitatis sensum). This we take to be beyond controversy. To prevent
anyone form taking refuge in the pretence of ignorance, God himself has implanted in
all men a certain understanding of his divine majesty. Ever renewing its memory, he
repeatedly sheds fresh drops. Since, therefore, men one and all perceive that there is a
God and that he is their Maker, they are condemned by their own testimony because they
have failed to honor him and to consecrate their lives to his will. If ignorance of God is
to be looked for anywhere, surely one is most likely to find an example of it among the
more backward folk and those more remote from civilization. Yet there is, as the
eminent pagan says, no nation so barbarous, no people so savage, that they have not a
deep-seated conviction that there is a God. And they who in other aspects of life seem
least to differ from brutes still continue to retain some seed of religion. So deeply does
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the common conception occupy the minds of all, so tenaciously does it inhere in the
hearts of all! Therefore, since from the beginning of the world there has been no region,
no city, in short, no household, that could do without religion, there lies in this a tacit
confession of a sense of deity inscribed in the hearts of all.
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Indeed, even idolatry is ample proof of this conception. We know how man does
not willingly humble himself so as to place other creatures over himself. Since, then, he
prefers to worship wood and stone rather than to be thought of as having no God, clearly
this is a most vivid impression of a divine being. So impossible is it to blot this from
man’s mind that natural disposition would be more easily altered, as altered indeed it is
when man voluntarily sinks from his natural haughtiness to the very depths in order to
honor God!

(EprERE: ) [FMAMMGE, ANNFELEEAG LR (sense of
divinity); AMEAILL, BHEEEFIEA —8 FAR I N . PR 2 b BN AT
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“We think it beyond doubt that men have a sense of divinity in them, nay even
of a natural movement (thereto). For so that none should take refuge in the plea of
ignorance, God has imprinted in everyone a knowledge of himself, the recollection
of which he renews in us, distilling it as it were drop by drop, so that, seeing that we
know form first to last that there is a God and that he made us, we should be
condemned by our own knowledge that we had not honoured him and had not
dedicated our lives in obedience to him.” 1.3.1.
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GOD’S REVELATION CAN BE SEEN EVERYWHERE; GOD IS
NEVER WITHOUT A WITNESS

Preface to Bible of Olivetan
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“In every part of the world, in heaven and on earth, he has written and as it were
engraven the glory of his power, goodness, wisdom and eternity. Truly indeed, then,
has St. Paul said that the Lord never left himself without a witness, even to those to
whom he has sent no knowledge of his word. For all creatures, from the firmament
even to the centre of the earth, could be witnesses and messengers of his glory to all
men, drawing them on to seek him and, having found him, to do him service and
honour according to the dignity of a Lord so good, so potent, wise and everlasting;
they were even helping each one in his place upon that quest. For the little singing
birds sang of God, the animals accalimed him, the elements feared and the
mountains resounded with him, the rivers and springs threw glances toward him, the
grasses and the flowers smiled. So that in truth there was no need to seek him afar,
seeing that everyone could find him within himself, inasmuch as we are all sustained
and preserved by his virtue abiding in us.” Preface, Bible of Olivetan, Opp., 9, 793-5.
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WHE MAN OPENS HIS EYES, HE CANNOT BE SE GOD’S
REVELATION IN CREATION From 1.5.1
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“God has so manifested himself (to men), in such a beautiful and exquisite

edifice of heaven and earth, showing and presenting himself there every day, that
they cannot open their eyes without being obliged to perceive him.” 1.5.1.
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GODLESSNESS IS IMPOSSIBLE 1.3.3
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Men of sound judgment will always be sure that a sense of divinity which can never
be effaced is engraved upon men’s minds. Indeed, the perversity of the impious, who
though they struggle furiously are unable to extricate themselves form the fear of God, is
abundant testimony that this conviction, namely, that there is some God, is naturally
inborn in all, and is fixed deep within, as it were in the very marrow. Although Diagoras
and his like may jest at whatever has been believed in every age concerning religion, and
Dionysius may mock the heavenly judgment, this is sardonic laughter, for the worm of
conscience, sharper than any cauterizing iron, gnaws away within. 1 do not say, as
Cicero did, that errors disappear with the lapse of time, and that religion grows and
becomes better each day. For the world (something will have to be said of this a little
later) tries as far as it is able to cast away all knowledge of God, and by every means to
corrupt the worship of him. 1 only say that though the stupid hardness in their minds,
which the impious eagerly conjure up to reject God, wastes away, yet the sense of
divinity, which they greatly wished to have extinguished, thrives and presently burgeons.
From this we conclude that it is not a doctrine that must first be learned in school, but one
of which each of us is master from his mother’s womb and which nature itself permits
no one to forget, although many strive with every nerve to this end.
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Besides, if all men are born and live to the end that they may know God and yet if
knowledge of God is unstable and fleeting unless it progresses to this degree, it is clear
that all those who do not direct every thought and action in their lives to this goal
degenerate from the law of their creation. This was not unknown to the philosophers.
Plato meant nothing but this when he often taught that the highest good of the soul is
likeness to God, where, when the soul has grasped the knowledge of God, it is wholly
transformed into his likeness. In the same manner also Gryllus, in the writings of
Plutarch, reasons very skillfully, affirming that, if once religion is absent from their life,
men are in no wise superior to brute beasts, but are in many respects far more miserable.
Subject, then, to so many forms of wickedness, they drag out their lives in ceaseless
tumult and disquiet. Therefore, it is worship of God alone that renders men higher than
the brutes, and through it alone they aspire to immortality.
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MANKIND IS WICKED, PERVERTED, IGNORANT, NEGLECT
GLORY IN CREATION: GOD GRANTS TRUE KNOWLEDGE, BUT
MAN NEEDS ILLUMINATION BY SPIRIT; NATURE NOT
SUFFICIENT
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“There is such a perversity mixed with the ignorance of men and with their
stupidity that, destitute of right judgment, they let pass by without any true feeling
all the signs of the true glory of God, as shiningly manifest in heaven as upon earth.
Seeing indeed that the true knowledge of God is a singular gift of his goodness,
seeing also that the faith by which alone it is rightly known proceeds only from
illumination by the Holy Spirit, it follows that our minds cannot enter into it by the
guidance of nature alone.” Opp., 48, 416 — Comm. Acts 17:27.
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Acts 17:27
2" God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him,
though he is not far from each one of us.
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MAN’S TENDENCY (PAGANS): IDOLATRY

Bl 2278; &11: 6 38, Bl

1 22
2 AR AN, T &S,

H11: 6
©ONARAEE, UANBERR LA s DR B A AT A N LA A A, HAE A
FI AR KA

ABEBA B3, DRTACHEREER L REEBFRHRBR,
R LW

Apart from God, Man will Manufacture Idols; the Pagans Worship
False Gods
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“It is a vice that has been by no means peculiar to philosophers to think oneself wise
in the knowledge of God, but one that is common to all nations and all states. For there is
not one of them who has not wanted to confine the majesty of God within the conception
of his own understanding and make a God such as he could grasp with his senses.” Opp.
49, 25 — Comm. Romans 1:22.
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Rom. 1: 22
*2 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools
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The World’s Religions Do Not Understand God Truly; They Are Vain
and Harmful
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“Man labour in vain to serve God, if they do not know the right way, and that the
religions that have nothing of the true and certain knowlwdge of God, all added together,
are not only vain but harmful, for all those who do not distinguish God from idols are
unable to have access to him.” Opp. 55, 148 — Comm. Hebrews 11:6.

Heb. 11:6

® And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
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THE PAGANS WORSHIP THEIR OWN IMAGINATIONS
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55™ Sermon on Deuteronomy
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“The pagans were talking nonsense when one of them said, ‘I worship God.” For
what did he mean by that? Dreams, fantasies. For when men profess to worship God
without having known him, there is no doubt that they are worshipping idols. The Turks
themselves will say today that they worship God the creator of heaven and earth, but it is
only an idol that they worship.” Opp, 26, 427: 55™ sermon on Deuteronomy.
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“I do not deny that here and there we can see in the books of the philosophers
some sentences said to be of God, well written; but in these there is always an
appearance of such inconsistency that one can clearly see that they had only
confused imaginings of him. It is true enough that God gave them some small
savour of his divinity, so that they could not claim ignorance in excuse of his
impiety, and without moving them to speak one of those sentences by which they
might have been convinced; but what they did see they saw in such a light that it
could not have addressed them to the truth. They are far from having attained it.”
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THE LIMITS OF OUR UNDERSTANDING 2.2.18
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We must now analyze what human reason can discern with regard to God’s
kingdom and to spiritual insight. This spiritual insight consists chiefly in three
things: (1) knowing God; (2) knowing his fatherly favor in our behalf, in which our
salvation consists; (3) knowing how to frame our life according to the rule of his law.
In the first two points — and especially in the second — the greatest geniuses are
blinder than moles! Certainly I do not deny that one can read competent and apt
statements about God here and there in the philosophers, but these always show a
certain giddy imagination. As was stated above, the Lord indeed gave them a slight
taste of his divinity that the might not hide their impiety under a cloak of
ignorance. And sometimes he impelled them to make certain utterances by the
confession of which they would themselves be corrected. But they saw things in
such a way that their seeing did not direct them to the truth, much less enable them
to attain it! They are like a traveler passing through a field at night who in a
momentary lightning flash sees far and wide, but the sight vanishes so swiftly that
he is plunged again into the darkness of the night before he can take even a step — let
alone be directed on his way by its help. Besides, although they may chance to
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sprinkle their books with droplets of truth, how many monstrous lies defile them!
In short, they never even sensed that assurance of God’s benevolence toward us
(without which man’s understanding can only be filled with boundless confusion).
Human reason, therefore, neither approaches, nor strives toward, nor even takes a
straight aim at, this truth: to understand who the true God is or what sort of God he
wishes to be toward us.
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KNOWLEDGE OF GOD USELESS WITHOUT FAITH; WE
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Only the Mediator helps fallen man
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The whole human race perished in the person of Adam. Consequently that original
excellence and nobility which we have recounted would be of no profit to us but would
rather redound to our greater shame, until God, who does not recognize as his handiwork
men defiled and corrupted by sin, appeared as Redeemer in the person of his only-
begotten Son. Therefore, since we have fallen from life into death, the whole knowledge
of God the Creator that we have discussed would be useless unless faith also followed,
setting forth for us God our Father in Christ. The natural order was that the frame of the
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universe should be the school in which we were to learn piety, and from it pass over to
eternal life and perfect felicity. But after man’s rebellion, our eyes — wherever they turn
— encounter God’s curse. This curse, while it seizes and envelopes innocent creatures
through our fault, must overwhelm our souls with despair. For even if God wills to
manifest his fatherly favor to us in many ways, yet we cannot by contemplating the
universe infer that he is Father. Rather, conscience presses us within and shows in our
sin just cause for his disowning us and not regarding or recognizing us as his sons.
Dullness and ingratitude follow, for our minds, as they have been blinded, do not
perceive what is true. And as all our senses have become perverted, we wickedly
defraud God of his glory.
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We must, for this reason, come to Paul’s statement: “Since in the wisdom of God
the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of
preaching to save those who believe” [I Cor. 1:21]. This magnificent theater of heaven
and earth, crammed with innumerable miracles, Paul calls the “wisdom of God.”
Contemplating it, we ought in wisdom to have known God. But because we have
profited so little by it, he calls us to the faith of Christ, which, because it appears foolish,
the unbelievers despise.

I Cor. 1:21
2 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.
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PREACHING OF CROSS = AGAINST OUR WILL; WE MUST
EMBRACE IT TO RETURN TO GOD

THUS: OFFERING HEAVEN TO ALL W/O GRACE OF CHRIST =
VILE
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Therefore, although the preaching of the cross does not agree with our human
inclination, if we desire to return to God our Author and Maker, from whom we have
been estranged, in order that he may again begin to be our Father, we ought nevertheless
to embrace it humbly. Surely, after the fall of the first man no knowledge of God apart
from the Mediator has had power unto salvation [cf. Rom. 1:16; I Cor. 1:24]. For Christ
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not only speaks of his own age, but comprehends all ages when he says: “This is eternal
life, to know the Father to be the one true God, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent” [John
17:3 p.]. Thus, all the more vile is the stupidity of those persons who open heaven to all
the impious and unbelieving without the grace of him whom Scripture commonly teaches
to be the only door whereby we enter into salvation [John 10:9]. But if anyone would
like to restrict this statement of Christ to the publishing of the gospel, there is a ready
refutation: it was the common understanding of all ages and all nations that men who
have become estranged from God [cf. Eph. 4:18] and have been declared accursed [cf.
Gal. 3:10] and children of wrath [cf. Eph. 2:3] without reconciliation cannot please God.

Rom. 1:16
T am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

ICor. 1: 24
24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God.

John 17:3
3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent.

John 10:9
? I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.
and find pasture.

2] He will come in and go out,

Eph. 4:18
'8 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because
of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.

Gal. 3:10
0 All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is
everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law."!

Eph. 2:3

3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful
nature® and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
objects of wrath.
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God Gave Bible Not to Satisfy Curiosity, But to Teach Good Doctrine,
To Comfort, Exhort Us to Do Good, Edify Us to Trust, Fear, Know God
From the Preface to the Geneva Bible
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“The Scripture is not given us to satisfy our foolish curiosity or to serve our ambition.
But it is useful St. Paul tells us; and why? To teach us good doctrine, to console us,
exhort us and render us perfect in every good work. So to that use let us put it. If we
are asked: what is all this edification that we ought to receive from it, the answer, in a
word, is that we learn thereby to put our trust in God and to walk in fear of him. And,
inasmuch as Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets and is the
substance of the Gospel, that we incline towards no other end but to know him.” Opp. 9,
825: Preface to the Geneva edition of the Bible.

2 Tim 3:16
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and

training in righteousness,

7 50 that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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The Westminster Confession of Faith
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Chapter 1
THE HOLY SCRIPTURE

(R HuEHE
The Necessity of Scripture:
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1. Although the light of nature and the works of creation and providence manifest the
goodness, wisdom, and power of God, to such an extent that men are without excuse (a),
yet they are not sufficient to give that knowledge of God and of his will which is
necessary for salvation (b). Therefore it pleased the Lord, at various times and in diverse
ways, to reveal himself and to declare his will to his church (c): and afterward — for the
better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for the more sure establishment and
comfort of the church against the corruption of the flesh and the malice of Satan and of
the world — to commit this revelation wholly to writing (d). Therefore Holy Scripture is
most necessary (e), God’s former ways of revealing his will to his people having ceased

®.

(ER&) MM, HER
The Canon of Scripture and Apocrypha:
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2. Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the written Word of God, are all the books of the
Old and New Testaments, namely: (names of 66 books — omitted here) All these are
given by inspiration of God to be the rule of faith and life (g).
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3. The books commonly called the Apocrypha, because they are not divinely inspired,

are not part of the canon of Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the church of

God and are not to be approved, or made use of, in any manner different from other
human writings (h).
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Basis of Scripture’s Authority: God Its Author
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4. The authority of the Holy Scripture, because of which it ought to be believed and

obeyed, does not depend upon the testimony of any man or church, but entirely upon God,
its author (who is truth itself); therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of God

().

T FAM AT RERZ Hoer (0 WA Y RED B G 8, DA e B B AR AR (CBERE) (). B
(BERR) JRRIITEE . BEFMR) . SCRIRGIE R . AR — 280 B E S o —
VIR e sm4n gy, N — 13 B JE R e i, MO 2 b sl R
TR R, FRLLEEY] (BERE) Al barias. BRI, melkd e 4l
(BEAR) MR ELBRBL)E AR R S D, o BE S AR R O L, R i A
FEFA Lo b B A B L%, B b ai (R R AE MO b — R LR ()
5. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the church to a high and reverent
esteem for the Holy Scripture (k). The heavenly character of its content, the efficacy of
its doctrine, the majesty of its style, the agreement of all its parts, the scope of the whole
(which is to give all glory to God), the full disclosure it makes of the only way of man’s
salvation, its many other incomparable excellencies, and its entire perfection, are
arguments by which it gives abundant evidence that it is the Word of God. Nevertheless,
our full persuasion and assurance of its infallible truth and divine authority is from the
inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts (1).

(EK) KEft, EERRIUE, M (2K RUEENHEE,
HEFR:
The Sufficiency of Scripture, Necessity for Spirit’s Illumination, and
Matters Concerning Church Government, etc.:

ANy bBirefigEE, b AR, NMARG FEI. AR D)0
2, (BERR) ASMIBIRCHEL, B0 T DU IR R HAs 2 e, 1€ (EEARR) 9lH

s > (CRREHEER) 3 rhaEfR e - BERCER R cen-tv.com ERFELHE



Ao BT LAIEERAEAT A IR 20 BRAN RTINS s MEsm #2 [ BB nHiioR |, BSOS NI
B, ARG (BERS) BN A RCA t el (m) . AR IR ARRE: (1) BRAF S S AE
PR DB, HRIBAME (BRE) BORK B iy 58, R SR EE 1
i, BRI R R AN L DAE R AR (n) 5 (2) AR L A ErEr AT, B
HAT S A N s R AR, TR Mt ERZ N T BRZO6 ]« B AR R, 1%
R CBERR) 1 — MR G T2 JAM R — BT 1) AR e A7 RO Bt . B AT
BB FES (o).

6. The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory and
man’s salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly stated in Scripture or by good and
necessary inference may be deduced from Scripture, unto which nothing at any time is to
be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit or by traditions of men (m).
Nevertheless, we acknowledge that the inward illumination of the Spirit of God is
necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the Word (n).

We also acknowledge that there are some circumstances concerning the worship of God
and the government of the church — circumstances common to human activities and
societies — which are to be ordered by the light of nature and Christian prudence,
according to the general rules of the Word, which are always to be observed (o).

CERE) mEmite, HEMR (E8) PEhE:

The Clarity (Perspicuity) of Scripture, and Ordinary Means to Understand
Scripture
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7. Not all things in Scripture are equally plain in themselves or equally clear to all (p);
yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for salvation
are so clearly stated and explained in one place or another in Scripture, that not only the
educated but also the uneducated may gain a sufficient understanding of them by a proper
use of the ordinary means (q).
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The Language of Scripture, Its Reliability, and Need for Translation
into Ordinary People’s Languages
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8. The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of
old) and the New Testament in Greek (which at the time it was written was the language
most generally known to the nations), being directly inspired by God and by his unique
care and providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore authoritative (r), so that in all
controversies of religion the church is finally to appeal to them(s). But, because these
original languages are not understood by all the people of God, who have a right to, and a
vital interest in, the Scriptures and are commanded to read and search them in the fear of
God (t), therefore the Scriptures are to be translated into the common language of every
nation to which they come (u); so that, the Word of God dwelling abundantly in all, they
may worship him in an acceptable manner (w) and by perseverance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures may have hope (x).

R (ERE) BRI DURREE.
The Rule of Interpreting Scripture: Interpret Scripture by Scripture:

Jue AR (BERE) HURIRIAN G RS, SUE ASSARAS . P LLES A BT
fT—pg (HEARR) MU PSR ERE (BEAR) MR MR, i ZaEE)
ARERIRE, W A% (BERg) oM thiis R &8ss, U IS (y).

9. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself. Therefore,
when there is a question about the true and full meaning of any Scripture (which is not
manifold, but one), that meaning must be searched out and ascertained by other places
that speak more clearly (y).

(ERE) BAFHERHF R

Scripture Final Authority for Religious Controversy

o FEREMED V) Fam, BEg e UikeR. AVERER, ANMREEL. EA
J& R N, AN AT LB LR R A A U A, R AE (BERE)
Atan B (2).

10. The supreme judge by whom all controversies of religion are to be settled and all
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and claims to private
revelations are to be examined, can be only the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.
With his decision we are to be satisfied (z).
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1.7.1 EFFAE (K HEmRMHEE, FRapEH

GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE: PUBLISHES HIS
TRUTH

Inst., 1.7.1

T— BLE: (ER) LFAHEENREIRE. Fik (2
ABY HERPEE; HHEM (EE) WAEERAKEHRE
KB, RABHIER.

Scripture must be confirmed by the witness of the Spirit. Thus may its
authority be established as certain; and it is a wicked falsehood that its
credibility depends on the judgment of the Church.

1.71 (ELK) WERXE LW, FREHBT.

Scripture has its authority from God, not from the Church.
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Before I go any farther, it is worth-while to say something about the authority of
Scripture, not only to prepare our hearts to reverence it, but to banish all doubt. When
that which is set forth is acknowledged to be the Word of God, there is no one so
deplorably insolent — unless devoid also both of common sense and of humanity itself —
as to dare impugn the credibility of Him who speaks. Now daily oracles are not sent
from heaven, for it pleased the Lord to hallow his truth to everlasting remembrance in the
Scriptures alone [cf. John 5:39]. Hence the Scriptures obtain full authority among
believers only when men regarded them as having sprung from heaven, as if there the
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living words of God were heard. This matter is very well worth treating more fully and
weighing more carefully. But my readers will pardon me if I regard more what the plan
of the present work demands than what the greatness of this matter requires.

John 5:39
% You diligently study'® the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me,

wok, A MRATINHERFTEHKXE R BLLUD (EAE) HERRKHE
LB TR, (7B LFK A TERKREE, £2UNRBRESR3ZEGEH.
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[c]

But a most pernicious error widely prevails that Scripture has only so much
weight as is conceded to it by the consent of the church. As if the eternal and inviolable
truth of God depended upon the decision of men! For they mock the holy Spirit when
they ask: Who can convince us that these writings came from God? Who can assure us
that Scripture has come down whole and intact even to our very day? Who can persuade
us to receive one book in reverence but to exclude another, unless the church prescribe a
sure rule for all these matters? What reverence is due Scripture and what books ought to
be reckoned within its canon depend, they say, upon the determination of the church.
Thus these sacrilegious men, wishing to impose an u bridled tyranny under the cover of
the church, do not care with what absurdities they ensnare themselves and others,
provided they can force this one idea upon the simple-minded: that the church has
authority in all things. Yet, if this is so, what will happen to miserable consciences
seeking firm assurance of eternal life if all promises of it consist in and depend solely
upon the judgment of men? Will they cease to vacillate and tremble when they receive
such an answer? Again, to what mockeries of the impious is our faith subjected, into
what suspicion has it fallen among all men, if we believe that it has a precarious authority
dependent solely upon the good pleasure of men!
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EREUEBREEBEAN, RABRER (ELK) BATEK

#HH

HOLY SPIRIT’S INSPIRATION: APOSTLES ARE
MERLEY SPIRIT’S NOTARIES: PREACHERS AFTER
APOSTLES ONLY TEACH WHAT IS SEALED IN

SCRIPTURE 4.8.9

Cfras: D A

(AR AN I 3 () STk (AR S Ad Rl E B 218, It M P R M
(HEAC) FOTM 2 M B, AERE DRI AN, O R RT A BORAE
(L) Pl PIEE 2.

Key Statement:
“The apostles were only the sworn notaries of the Holy Spirit, so that their Scriptures

might be held authentic; the successors have no other commission than to teach what they
find contained in the Holy Scriptures.” 4.8.9.
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Apostles not free to go beyond the Word: much less their
successors
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APOSTLES MPART WORD AS FROM GOD -> CHURCH LEARNS
PURE WORD; REMOVE ALL OBSTACLES, THAT GOD’S
DECREES REMAIN IN FORCE THIS IS SPIRITUAL WEAPON (11
Cor. 10:4-5)
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Accordingly, Peter, who was well instructed by the Master as to how much he
should do, reserves nothing else for himself or others except to impart the doctrine as it
had been handed down by God. “Let him who speaks,” he says, “speak only the words
of God” [I Pet. 4:11]; that is, not hesitatingly and tremblingly as evil consciences are
accustomed to speak, but with the high confidence which befits a servant of God
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furnished with his sure commands. What is this but fo reject all inventions of the
human mind (from whatever brain they have issued) in order that God’s pure Word may
be taught and learned in the believers’ church? What is it but to remove the ordinances,
or rather inventions of all men (whatever their rank), in order that the decrees of God
alone may remain in force? These are those spiritual “weapons ... with power form God
to demolish strongholds”; by them God’s faithful soldiers “destroy stratagems and every
height that rises up against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey
Christ” [II Cor. 10:4-5, Comm.].

I Pet. 4:11

i anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone
serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.
Amen.

I Cor.10:4-5
*The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have
divine power to demolish strongholds.

>We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge
of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

HEHBEIMER T LSRN EER S B EWREEE
BE—VINE

CHURCH’S PASTORS = ENDOWED WITH SOVEREIGN POWER OF GOD’S
WORD; DARE TO DO ALL THINGS BY GOD’S WORD

BRBEME N HERBRET, NatbfrEes BERERZERNBER
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Here, then, is the sovereign power with which the pastors of the church, by whatever
name they be called, ought to be endowed. That is that they may dare boldly to do all
things by God’s Word; may compel all worldly power, glory, wisdom, and exaltation to
yield to and obey his majesty; supported by his power, may command all from the
highest even to the last; may build up Christ’s household and cast down Satan’s; may
feed the sheep and drive away the wolves; may instruct and exhort the teachable; may
accuse, rebuke, and subdue the rebellious and stubborn: may bind and loose; finally, if
need be, may launch thunderbolts and lightings; but do all things in God’s Word.
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1.7.4 B L =% (ELXK) hEER;
HEHE (EL) AERE, BEERMLF

KNOWING = RECEIVING WHAT SCRIPTURE TEACHES;
SPIRIT BEARS WITNESS, SEALS SCRIPTURE IN HEARTS
1.7.4

1.74 ZBERERHRFJBHAMBZBER D

The witness of the Holy Spirit: this is stronger than all proof
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We ought to remember what I said a bit ago: credibility of doctrine is not
established until we are persuaded beyond doubt that God is its Author. Thus, the
highest proof of Scripture derives in general from the fact that God in person speaks in
it. The prophets and apostles do not boast either of their keenness or of anything that
obtains credit for them as they speak; nor do they dwell upon rational proofs. Rather,
they bring forward God’s holy name, that by it the whole world may be brought into
obedience to him. Now we ought to see how apparent it is not only by plausible opinion
but by clear truth that they do not all upon God’s name heedlessly or falsely. If we desire
to provide in the best way for our consciences — that they may not be perpetually beset by
the instability of doubt or vacillation, and that they may not also boggle at the smallest
quibbles — we ought to seek our conviction in a higher place than human reasons,
judgments, or conjectures, that is, in the secret testimony of the Spirit. True, if we
wished to proceed by arguments, we might advance many things that would easily prove
— if there is any god in heaven — that the law, the prophets, and the gospel come from him.
Indeed, ever so learned men, endowed with the highest judgment, rise up in opposition
and bring to bear and display all their mental powers in this debate. Yet, unless they
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become hardened to the point of hopeless impudence, this confession will be wrested
from them: that they see manifest signs of God speaking in Scripture. From this it is
clear that the teaching of Scripture is from heaven. And a little later we shall see that all
the books of Sacred Scripture far surpass all other writings. Yes, if we turn pure eyes and
upright senses toward it, the majesty of God will immediately come to view, subdue our
bold rejection, and compel us to obey.
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Yet they who strive to build up firm faith in Scripture through disputation are
doing things backwards. For my part, although I do not excel either in great dexterity or
eloquence, if I were struggling against the most crafty sort of despisers of God, who seek
to appear shrewd and witty in disparaging Scripture, I am confident it would not be
difficult for me to silence their clamorous voices. And if it were a useful labor to refute
their cavils, I would with no great trouble shatter the boasts they mutter in their lurking
places. But even if anyone clears God’s Sacred Word from man’s evil speaking, he will
not at once imprint upon their hearts that certainty which piety requires. Since for
unbelieving men religion seems to stand by opinion alone, they, in order not to believe
anything foolishly or lightly, both wish and demand rational proof that Moses and the
prophets spoke divinely. But I reply: the testimony of the Spirit is more excellent than
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all reason. For as God alone is a fit witness of himself in his Word, so also the Word
will not find acceptance in men’s hearts before it is sealed by the inward testimony of
the Spirit. The same Spirit, therefore, who has spoken through the mouths of the
prophets must penetrate into our hearts to persuade us that they faithfully proclaimed
what had been divinely commanded. Isaiah very aptly expresses this connection in these
words: “My Spirit which is in you, an the words that I have put in your mouth, and the
mouths of your offspring, shall never fail” [Isa. 59:21 p.]. Some good folk are annoyed
that a clear proof is not ready at hand when the impious, unpunished, murmur against
God’s Word. As if the Spirit were not called both “seal” and “guarantee” [II Cor. 1:22] in
confirming the faith of the godly; because until he illumines their minds, they ever waver
among many doubts!

IT Cor. 1:22
2 et his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.

Isa. 59:21

21 A5 for me, this is my covenant with them," says the LORD. "My Spirit, who is on you,
and my words that I have put in your mouth will not depart from your mouth, or from
the mouths of your children, or from the mouths of their descendants from this time on
and forever," says the LORD.

%’E‘Jﬁ% (B MERSEPL; RAREERERZH L

E, BREE (EE) BREE

CHRIST = AIM AND CENTER OF SCRIPTURE; WE KNOW GOD
ONLY IN CHRIST; THUS, FIND CHRIST IN SCRIPTURE

B (EK) BREREE; S, ARHBUARRIIEHE
Seek Christ in the Bible; Otherwise, the Learned Cannot Find Truth
Comm. John 5:39

Cfrage: D
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“The Scriptures must be read with this intention, that in them we find Christ.
Whoever turns aside from this purpose, even though he torments himself with learning all
his life long, will never attain to the knowledge of the truth. For what sagacity or
intelligence can we have without the Wisdom of God?” Commentary John 5:39; Opp, 47,
125.
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4.8.5 Bl AFEE R Liw N2 HfE—H{R;
k. ZERE (BT EJ ]k LW

EwHRAEZEMATFEAEC

CHRIST = ONLY MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MAN;
THUS: SEEK GOD IN CHRIST (A MIRROR);
GOD ONLY MANIFESTS HIMSELF BY CHRIST 4.8.5

4.8.5 RBUrRRIHG—HEZ T

Unity and multiplicity of revelation
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GOD’S SERVANTS MUST TEACH WHAT THEY LEARN FROM CHRIST VS,

DIVERSE WAYS OF LEARNING: CHRIST = ETERNAL WISDOM OF GOD:;
GOD HAS REVEALED TO MEN ONLY THROUGH SON; IN DIVERSE WAYS

COfrage: D
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But although this principle has prevailed in the church from the beginning and ought
to prevail today, that the servants of God should teach nothing which they have not
learned from him, still, according to the diversity of the times, they have had diverse
ways of learning. But the present order differs very much from what existed in former
times.
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First, if what Christ says is true — “No one sees the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him” [Matt. 11:27] — surely they who would
attain the knowledge of God should always be directed by that eternal Wisdom. For how
could they either have comprehended God’s mysteries with the mind, or have uttered
them, except by the teaching of him to whom alone the secrets of the Father are revealed?
Therefore, holy men of old knew God only by beholding him in his Son as in a mirror (cf.
IT Cor. 3:8). When I say this, I mean that God has never manifested himself to men in
any other way than through the Son, that is, his sole wisdom, light, and truth. From this
fountain Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and other drank all that they had of
heavenly teaching. From the same fountain, all the prophets have also drawn every
heavenly oracle that they have given forth.

Matt. 11:27

2T All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.

IT Cor. 3:8
® will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious?
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For this Wisdom has not always manifested itself in one way. Among the
patriarchs God used secret revelations, but at the same time to confirm these he added
such signs that they could have no doubt that it was God who was speaking to them.
What the patriarchs had received they handed on to their descendants. For the Lord had
left it with them on this condition, that they should so propagate it. The children and
children’s children knew when God dictates within what they heard was from heaven, not
from earth.
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HOW? BE TAUGHT BY SCRIPTURE; WITH NEW HEART,
BY FAITH
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Scripture is needed as guide and teacher for anyone who would
come to God the Creator

1.6.1 EFRAE (EE) ZHa3 MR e =58

God bestows the actual knowledge of himself upon us only in
the Scriptures
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That brightness which is borne in upon the eyes of all men both in heaven and on
earth is more than enough to withdraw all support from men’s ingratitude — just as God,
to involve the human race in the same guilt, sets forth to all without exception his
presence portrayed in his creatures. Despite this, it is needful that another and better
help be added to direct us aright to the very Creator of the universe. It was not in vain,
then, that he added the light of his Word by which to become known unto salvation; and
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he regarded as worthy of this privilege those whom he pleased to gather more closely and
intimately to himself. For because he saw the minds of all men tossed and agitated, after
he chose the Jews as his very own flock, he fenced them about that they might not sink
into oblivion as others had. With good reason he holds us by the same means in the pure
knowledge of himself, since otherwise even those who seem to stand firm before all
others would soon melt away. Just as old or bleary-eyed men and those with weak vision,
if you thrust before them a most beautiful volume, even if they recognize it to be some
sort of writing, yet can scarcely construe two words, but with the aid of spectacles will
begin to read distinctly; so Scripture, gathering up the otherwise confused knowledge of
God in our minds, having dispersed our dullness, clearly shows us the true God. This,
therefore, is a special gift, where God, to instruct the church, not merely uses mute
teachers but also opens his own most hallowed lips. Not only does he teach the elect to
look upon a god, but also shows himself as the God upon whom they are to look. He has
from the beginning maintained this plan for his church, so that besides these common
proofs he also put forth his Word, which is a more direct and more certain mark
whereby he is to be recognized.
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(Two sorts of knowledge of God in Scripture)
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There is no doubt that Adam, Noah, Abraham, and the rest of the patriarchs with this
assistance penetrated to the intimate knowledge of him that in a way distinguished them
from unbelievers. I am not yet speaking of the proper doctrine of faith whereby they had
been illumined unto the hope of eternal life. For, that they might pass from death to life,
it was necessary to recognize God not only as Creator but also as Redeemer, for
undoubtedly they arrived at both from the Word. First in order came that kind of
knowledge by which one is permitted to grasp who that God is who founded and governs
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the universe. Then that other inner knowledge was added, which alone quickens dead
souls, whereby God is known not only as the Founder of the universe and the sole Author
and Ruler of all that is made, but also in the person of the Mediator and as the Redeemer.
But because we have not yet come to the fall of the world and the corruption of nature, I
shall now forego discussion of the remedy. My readers therefore should remember that I
am not yet going to discuss that covenant by which God adopted to himself the sons of
Abraham, or that part of doctrine which has always separated believers from unbelieving
folk, for it was founded in Christ. But here I shall discuss only how we should learn from
Scripture that God, the Creator of the universe, can by sure marks be distinguished from
all the throng of feigned gods. Then, in due order, that series will lead us to the
redemption. We shall derive many testimonies from the New Testament, and other
testimonies also from the Law and the Prophets, where express mention is made of Christ.
Nevertheless, all things will tend to this end, that God, the Artificer of the universe, is
made manifest to us in Scripture, and that what we ought to think of him is set forth there,
lest we seek some uncertain deity by devious paths.
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But whether God became known to the patriarchs through oracles and visions or by
the work and ministry of men, he put into their minds what they should then hand down
to their posterity. At any rate, there is no doubt that firm certainty of doctrine was
engraved in their hearts, so that they were convinced and understood that what they
had learned proceeded from God. For by his Word, God rendered faith unambiguous
forever, a faith that should be superior to all opinion. Finally, in order that truth might
abide forever in the world with a continuing succession of teaching and survive through
all ages, the same oracles he had given to the patriarchs it was his pleasure to have
recorded, as it were, on public tablets. With this intent the law was published, and the
prophets afterward added as its interpreters. For even though the use of the law was
manifold, as will be seen more clearly in its place, it was especially committed to Moses
and all the prophets to teach the way of reconciliation between God and men, whence
also Paul calls “Christ the end of the law” [Rom. 10:4]. Yet I repeat once more: besides
the specific doctrine of faith and repentance that sets forth Christ as Mediator,
Scripture adorns with unmistakable marks and tokens the one true God, in that he has
created and governs the universe, in order that he may not be mixed up with the throng
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of false gods. Therefore, however fitting it may be for man seriously to turn his eyes to
contemplate God’s works, since he had been placed in this most glorious theater to be a
spectator of them, it is fitting that he prick up his ears to the Word, the better to profit.
And it is therefore no wonder that those who were born in darkness become more and
more hardened in their insensibility; or there are very few who, to contain themselves
within bounds, apply themselves teachably to God’s Word, but they rather exult in their
own vanity. Now, in order that true religion may shine upon us, we ought to hold that it
must take its beginning from heavenly doctrine and that no one can get even the slightest
taste of right and sound doctrine unless he be a pupil of Scripture. Hence, there also
emerges the beginning of true understanding when we reverently embrace what it pleases
God there to witness of himself. But not only faith, perfect and in every way complete,
but all right knowledge of God is born of obedience. And surely in this respect God has,
by his singular providence, taken thought for mortals through all ages.

Rom. 10:4

* Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who
believes.
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Let this point therefore stand: that those whom the Holy Spirit has inwardly taught
truly rest upon Scripture, and that Scripture indeed is self-authenticated; hence, it is
not right to subject it to proof and reasoning. And the certainty it deserves with us, it
attains by the testimony of the Spirit. For even if it wins reverence for itself by its own
majesty, it seriously affects us only when it is sealed upon our hearts through the Spirit.
Therefore, illumined by his power, we believe neither by our own nor by anyone else’s
judgment that Scripture is from God; but above human judgment we affirm with utter
certainty (just as if we were gazing upon the majesty of God himself) that it has flowed
to us from the very mouth of God by the ministry of men. We seek no proofs, no marks
of genuineness upon which our judgment may lean; but we subject our judgment and wit
to it as to a thing far beyond any guesswork! This we do, not as persons accustomed to
seize upon some unknown thing, which, under close scrutiny, displeases them, but fully
conscious that we hold the unassailable truth! Nor do we do this as those miserable men
who habitually bind over their minds to the thralldom of superstition; but we feel that the
undoubted power of his divine majesty lives and breathes here. By this power we are
drawn and inflamed, knowingly and willingly, to obey him, yet also more vitally and
more effectively than by mere human willing or knowing!
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God, therefore, very rightly proclaims through Isaiah that the prophets together
with the whole people are witnesses to him; for they, instructed by the prophecies,
unhesitatingly held that God has spoken without deceit or ambiguity [Isa. 43:10]. Such,
then, is a conviction that requires no reasons; such a knowledge with which the best
reason agrees — in which the mind truly reposes more securely and constantly than in
any reasons; such, finally, feeling that can be born only of heavenly revelation. I speak
of nothing other than what each believer experiences within himself — though my words
fall far beneath a just explanation of the matter.

Isa. 43:10

10"y ou are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no
god was formed, nor will there be one after me.
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I now refrain from saying more, since I shall have opportunity to discuss this
matter elsewhere. Let us, then, know that the only true faith is that which the Spirit of
God seals in our hearts. Indeed, the modest and teachable reader will be content with
this one reason: Isaiah promised all the children of the renewed church that “they would
be God’s disciples” [Isa. 54:13 p.]. God deems worthy of singular privilege only his elect,
whom he distinguishes from the human race as a whole. Indeed, what is the beginning
of true doctrine but a prompt eagerness to hearken to God’s voice? But God asks to be
heard through the mouth of Moses, as it is written: “Say not in your heart, who will
ascend into heaven, or who will descend into the abyss; behold, the word is in your
mouth” [conflation of Deut. 30:12, 14 and Ps. 107:26; 106:26; Vg.]. If God has willed
this treasure of understanding to be hidden from his children, it is no wonder or absurdity
that the multitude of men are so ignorant and stupid! Among the “multitude” I include
even certain distinguished folk, until they become engrafted into the body of the church.
Besides, Isaiah, warning that the prophetic teaching would be beyond belief, not only to
foreigners but also to the Jews who wanted to be reckoned as members of the Lord’s
household, at the same time adds the reason: “The arm of God will not be revealed” to all
[Isa. 53:1 p.]. Whenever, then, the fewness of believers disturbs us, let the converse
come to mind, that only those to whom it is given can comprehend the mysteries of God
[cf. Matt. 13:11].

Isa. 54:13
13 All your sons will be taught by the LORD, and great will be your children's peace.

Deut. 30:12, 14

2 1t is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into heaven to get it
and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?"

' No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.

Ps. 107:26
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26 They mounted up to the heavens and went down to the depths; in their peril their
courage melted away.

Ps. 106:26
26 S0 he swore to them with uplifted hand that he would make them fall in the desert,

Isa. 53:1
! Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?

Matt. 13:11
""He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to
you, but not to them.

e (2R , AMEREERARN; BEFHHL
New Heart Is Needed to Understand the Mysteries of God
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“The mysteries of God are understood only by those to whom it is given.”
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“Then let a crowd of day-dreaming and fantastic minds hod their peace, those who
under cover of the Holy Spirit reject and hold in disdain all external doctrine. For we
must keep to that moderation which St. Luke observes here: that we can obtain nothing
by only hearing the word of God, without the grace of his holy Spirit, and that the Spirit
who is given to us is not at all a spirit who engenders contempt or disdain of the word,
but rather one who gives faith in the same to our understanding, and writes it in our
hearts.” Comm. — Acts 16:14.

Acts 16:14
' One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city

of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to
Paul's message.
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1.13 — In Scripture, from the creation onward, we are taught
one essence of God, which contains three persons
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(Terms used in the doctrine of the Trinity by the orthodox fathers, 1-6)
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The Scriptural teaching concerning God’s infinite and spiritual essence ought to
be enough, not only to banish popular delusions, but also to refute the subtleties of
secular philosophy. One of the ancients seems aptly to have remarked, “Whatever we see,
and whatever we do not see, is God.” According to this, he fancied that divinity was
poured out into the various parts of the world. But even if God to keep us sober speaks
sparingly of his essence, yet by those two titles that I have used he both banishes stupid
imaginings and restrains the boldness of the human mind. Surely, his infinity ought to
make us afraid to try to measure him by our own senses. Indeed, his spiritual nature
forbids our imagining anything earthly or carnal of him. For the same reason, he quite
often assigns to himself a dwelling place in heaven. And yet as he sees that our slow
minds sink down upon the earth, and rightly, in order to shake off our sluggishness and
inertia he raises us above the world. And hence falls to the ground the error of the
Manichees, who by postulating two principles made the devil almost equal to God.
Undoubtedly this was to wreck God’s unity and restrict his infinity. Indeed, that they
dared abuse certain testimonies of Scripture was due to base ignorance; just as the error
itself sprang from execrable madness. The Anthropomorphites, also, who imagined a
corporeal God from the fact that Scripture often ascribes to him a mouth, ears, eyes,
hands, and feet, are easily refuted. For who even of slight intelligence does not
understand that, as nurses commonly do with infants, God is wont in a measure to
“lisp” in speaking to us? Thus such forms of speaking do not so much express clearly
what God is like as accommodate the knowledge of him to our slight capacity. To do
this he must descend far beneath his loftiness.
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But God also designates himself by another special mark to distinguish himself
more precisely from idols. For he so proclaims himself the sole God as to offer himself
to be contemplated clearly in three persons. Unless we grasp these, only the bare and
empty name of God flits about in our brains, to the exclusion of the true God. Again, lest
anyone imagine that God is threefold, or think God’s simple essence to be torn into three
persons, we must here seek a short and easy definition to free us from all error.
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But because some hatefully inveigh against the word “person,” as if humanly
devised, we ought first to see with what justice they do this. The apostle, calling the Son
of God “the stamp of the Father’s hypostasis” [Heb. 1:3], doubtless assigns some
subsistence to the Father wherein he differs from the Son. For to consider hypostasis
equivalent to essence (as certain interpreters have done, as if Christ, like wax imprinted
with a seal, represented in himself the substance of the Father) would be not only uncouth
but also absurd. For since the essence of God is simple and undivided, and he contains
all in himself, without portion or derivation, but in integral perfection, the Son will be
improperly, even foolishly, called his “stamp.” But because the Father, although distinct
in his proper nature, expresses himself wholly in the Son, for a very good reason is it
said that he has made his hypostasis visible in the latter. In close agreement with this are
the words immediately following, that the Son is “the splendor of his glory” [Heb. 1:3, cf.
Vg.]. Surely we infer from the apostle’s words that the very hypostasis that shines forth
in the Son is in the Father. From this we also easily ascertain the Son’s hypostasis, which
distinguishes him from the Father.

Heb. 1:3

3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
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The same reasoning applies to the Holy Spirit: for we shall presently prove that he
is God, and yet it is necessary for him to be thought of as other than the Father. Indeed,
this is not a distinction of essence, which it is unlawful to make manifold. Therefore, if
the testimony of the apostle obtains any credence, it follows that there are in God three
hypostases. Since the Latins can express the same concept by the word “person,” to
wrangle over this clear matter is undue squeamishness and even obstinacy. If anyone
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longs to translate word for word, let him use “subsistence.” Many have used “substance”
in the same sense. Nor was the word “person” in use only among the Latins, for the
Greeks, perhaps to testify their agreement, taught that there are three prosopa in God.
Although they, whether Greek or Latin, differ among themselves over the word, yet they
quite agree in the essential matter.
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THE EXPRESSIONS “TRINITY” AND “PERSON” AID THE
INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE, ARE THUS
ADMISSIBLE 1.13.3
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HERETICS: WORD “PERSON” = FASHIONED BY HUMAN MIND
RESPONSE: WE BELIEVE IN 3; BUT ONLY ONE GOD
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Now, although the heretics rail at the word “person,” or certain squeamish men cry
out against admitting a term fashioned by the human mind, they cannot shake our
conviction that three are spoken of, each of which is entirely God, yet that there is not
more than one God. What wickedness, then, it is to disapprove of words that explain
nothing else than what is attested and sealed by Scripture!

BP0 A S A SRR RB AR, AN PRI 5 R R CBEAE) (s, AN
(AL MRS, LSRRI R, SHEARANI > F At A3
DRI SC7 (K ey H SRR, 2k T B A

It would be enough, they say, to confine within the limits of Scripture not only
our thoughts but also our words, rather than scatter foreign terms about, which would
become seedbeds of dissension and strife. For thus are we wearied with quarreling over
words, thus by bickering do we lose the truth, thus by hateful wrangling do we destroy
love.

BFAH (ERE) PHNFRER? SRBAAAE
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DON’T USE WORDS NOT IN SCRIPTURE? UNJUST RULE

TRUE, WE SHOULDN’T USE WORDS WHICH OFFEND, NOT EDIFY,
WHICH ARE CONTENTIOUS, WHICH DETRACT FROM PIETY;

OUR THOUGHTS AND WORDS RE. GOD SHOULD BE CONSCIENTIOUS;
WE CAN USE WORDS WHICH CLARIFY AND SERVE SCRIPTURE/TRUTH,
USE THEM SPARINGLY, ONLY ON DUE OCCASION
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If they call a foreign word one that cannot be shown to stand written syllable by
syllable in Scripture, they are indeed imposing upon us an unjust law which condemns all
interpretation not patched together out of the fabric of Scripture. But if that is “foreign”
which has been curiously devised and is superstitiously defended, which conduces more
to contention than to edification, which is made use of either unseasonably or fruitlessly,
which by its harshness offends pious ears, which detracts from the simplicity of God’s
Word — I wholeheartedly embrace their soberness. For I do not feel that concerning God
we should speak with less conscientiousness than we should think, since whatever by
ourselves we think concerning him is foolish, and whatever we speak, absufrd. Yet some
measure ought to be preserved: we ought to seek from Scripture a sure rule for both
thinking and speaking, to which both the thoughts of our minds and the words of our
mouths should be conformed. But what prevents us from explaining in clearer words
those matters in Scripture which perplex and hinder our understanding, yet which
conscientiously and faithfully serve the truth of Scripture itself, and are made use of
sparingly and modestly and on due occasion? There are quite enough examples of this
sort of thing. What is to be said, moreover, when it has been proved that the church is
utterly compelled to make use of the words “Trinity” and “Persons”? If anyone, then,
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finds fault with the novelty of the words, does he not deserve to be judged as bearing the
light of truth unworthily, since he is finding fault only with what renders the truth plain
and clear?

1134 HEgRA, B [=Z—81 , (] Sk, #E
B %ﬁmr%fﬁJ , & (ER) BEK, nTREYREERBREEE
THE CHURCH HAS REGARDED EXPRESSIONS LIKE
“TRINITY,” “PERSON,” ETC. AS NECESSARY
TO UNMASK FALSE TEACHERS 1.13.4
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However, the novelty of words of this sort (if such it must be called) becomes
especially useful when the truth is to be asserted against false accusers, who evade it by
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their shifts. Of this today we have abundant experience in our great efforts to rout the
enemies of pure and wholesome doctrine. With such crooked and sinuous twisting these
slippery snakes glide away unless they are boldly pursued, caught, and crushed. Thus
men of old, stirred up by various struggles over depraved dogmas, were compelled to set
forth with consummate clarity what they felt, lest they leave any devious shift to the
impious, who cloaked their errors in layers of verbiage. Because he could not oppose
manifest oracles, Arius confessed that Christ was god and the Son of God, and, as if he
had done what as right, pretended some agreement with the other men. Yet in the
meantime he did not cease to prate that Christ was created and had a beginning, as other
creatures. The ancients, to drag the man’s versatile craftiness out of its hiding places,
went further, declaring Christ the eternal Son of the Father, consubstantial with the Father.
Here impiety boiled over when the Arians began most wickedly to hate and curse the
word homoousios. But if at first they had sincerely and whole-heartedly confessed Christ
to be God, they would not have denied him to be consubstantial with the Father. Who
would dare inveigh against those upright men as wranglers and contentious persons
because they became aroused to such heated discussion through one little word, and
disturbed the peace of the church? Yet that mere word marked the distinction between
Christians of pure faith and sacrilegious Arians. Afterward Sabellius arose, who counted
the names of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as almost of no importance, arguing that it was
not because of any distinction that they were put forward, but that they were diverse
attributes of God, of which sort there are very many. If it came to a debate, he was
accustomed to confess that he recognized the Father as God, the Son as God, and the
Spirit as God; but afterward a way out was found, contending that he had said nothing
else than if he ad spoken of God as strong, and just, and wise. And so he re-echoed
another old song, that the Father is the Son, and the Holy Spirit the Father, without rank,
without distinction. To shatter the man’s wickedness the upright doctors, who then had
piety at heart, loudly responded that three properties must truly be recognized in the one
God. And that they might fortify themselves against his tortuous cunning with the open
and simple truth, they truly affirmed that a trinity of persons subsists in the one God, or,
what was the same thing, subsists in the unity of God.
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LIMITS AND NECESSITY OF THEOLOGICAL TERMS
1.13.5

ELE TGN BEFGN, BATBZ DB, ot 3N S T
HMMER BN 2 Wk REBEPEHELTHF, NEAXEWEZE W,
HER. T EZERE M L7 SR TR, SEAZT, MRty
SRR Ja P T AR AN T

If, therefore, these terms were not rashly invented, we ought to beware lest by
repudiating them we be accused of overweening rashness. Indeed, I could wish they
were buried, if only among all men this faith were agreed on: that Father and Son and
Spirit are one God, yet the Son is not the Father, nor the Spirit the Son, but they are
differentiated by a peculiar quality.
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Really, I am not, indeed, such a stickler as to battle doggedly over mere words. For I
note that the ancients, who otherwise speak very reverently concerning these matters,
agree neither among themselves nor even at all times individually with themselves. What,
now, are the formulas employed by the councils and excused by Hilary? With what great
freedom does Augustine sometimes burst forth? How unlike are the Greeks and the
Latins? But one example of the difference will suffice. When the Latins wished to
translate the word homoousios they said “consubstantial,” indicating that the substance of
the Father and the Son is one, thus employing “substance” instead of “essence.” Hence,
likewise, Jerome in a letter to Damascus calls it sacrilege to predicate three substances in
God. Yet you will find more than a hundred times in Hilary that there are three
“substances” in God. But how confused is Jerome by the word “hypostasis”! For he
suspects poison lurking when three hypostases in one God are mentioned! Even if one
uses this word in a pious sense, he does not, nevertheless, hide the fact that it is an
improper expression. This would be true even if he spoke sincerely, rather than tried
willingly and knowingly to charge the Eastern bishops, whom he hates, with unjust
calumnies! Surely he shows little candor in asserting that in all profane schools ousia is
nothing else but hypostasis, an opinion repeatedly refuted by common and well-worn
usage. Augustine is more moderate and courteous, since even though he says that the
word hypostasis in this sense is new to Latin ears, yet he leaves to the Greeks their
manner of speaking so much that he gently bears with the Latins who had imitated the
Greek phrase. And what Socrates writes concerning hypostasis in Book 6 of the
Tripartite History suggests that it was wrongly applied to this matter by unlearned men.
But the same Hilary accuses the heretics of a great crime, that by their wickedness he is
forced to submit to the peril of human speech what ought to have been locked within the
sanctity of men’s minds; and he does not hide the act that this is to do things unlawful, to
speak things inexpressible, to presume things not conceded. A little later he excuses
himself at length for daring to put forward new terms; for when he has set forth the
natural names — Father, Son, and Spirit — he adds that whatever is sought besides these is
beyond the meaning of language, above the reach of sense, above the capacity of
understanding. And elsewhere he pronounces the bishops of Gaul happy because they
had neither wrought out, nor received, nor known, any other confession at all than the
ancient and very simple one that had been received among all churches from the apostolic
age. And Augustine’s excuse is similar: on account of the poverty of human speech in so
great a matter, the word “hypostasis” had been forced upon us by necessity, not to
express what it is, but only not to be silent on how Father, Son, and Spirit are three.
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And this modesty of saintly men ought to warn us against forthwith so severely taking
to task, like censors, those who do not wish to swear to the words conceived by us,
provided they are not doing it out of either arrogance or forwardness or malicious craft.
But let these very persons, in turn, weigh the necessity that compels us to speak thus, that
gradually they may at length become accustomed to a useful manner of speaking. Also
let them learn to beware, lest, when they have to Arians on the one hand and Sabellians
on the other, while indignant that the opportunity to evade the issue is cut of, they arouse
some suspicion to evade the issue is cut off, they arouse some suspicion that they are
disciples either of Arius or of Sabellius. Arius says that Christ is God, but mutters that he
was made and had a beginning. He says that Christ is one with the Father, but secretly
whispers in the ears of his own partisans that He is united to the Father like other
believers, although by a singular privilege. Say “consubstantial” and you will tear off the
mask of this turncoat, and yet you add nothing to Scripture. Sabellius says that Father,
Son, and Spirit signify no distinctions in God. Say they are three, and he will scream that
you are naming three Gods. Say that in the on essence of God there is a trinity of persons;
you will say in one word what Scripture states, and cut short empty talkativeness. Indeed,
if anxious superstition so constrains anyone that he cannot bear these terms, yet no one
could now deny, even if he were to burst, that when we hear “one” we ought to
understand “unity of substance”; when we hear “three in one essence,” the persons in this
trinity are meant. When this is confessed without guile, we need not dally over words.
But I have long since and repeatedly been experiencing that all who persistently quarrel
over words nurse a secret poison. As a consequence, it is more expedient to challenge
them deliberately than speak more obscurely to please them.
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY

HE—6L B DL=E0HEEAE -
There is only one God (Godhead), Three Persons.
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The Father is God. Deity
The Son is God. Deity
The Spirit is God. Deity
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The Father is not the Son. Personhood
The Son is not the Spirit. Personhood
The Spirit is not the Father. Personhood
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But laying aside disputation over terms, I shall proceed to speak of the thing itself:
“Person,” therefore, a call a “subsistence” in God’s essence, which, while related to the
others, is distinguished by an incommunicable quality. By the term “subsistence” we
should understand something quite different from “essence.” For if the Word were
simply God, and yet possessed no other characteristic mark, John would wrongly have
said that the Word was always with God [John 1:1-5]. When immediately after he adds
that the Word was also God himself, he recalls us to the essence as a unity. But because
he could not be with God without residing in the Father, hence emerges the idea of a
subsistence, which, even though it has been joined with the essence by a common bond
and cannot be separated from it, yet has a special mark whereby it is distinguished from it.
Now, of the three subsistences I say that each one, while related to the others, is
distinguished by a special quality. This “relation” is here distinctly expressed: because
where simple and indefinite mention is made of God, this name pertains no less to the
Son and the Spirit than to the Father. But as soon as the Father is compared with the
Son, the character of each distinguishes the one from the other. Thirdly, whatever is
proper to each individually, I maintain to be incommunicable because whatever is
attributed to the Father as a distinguishing mark cannot agree with, or be transferred to,
the Son. Nor am I displeased with Tertullian’s definition, provided it be taken in the right
sense, that there is a kind of distribution or economy in God which has no effect on the
unity of essence. (see footnote 23, Battles, vol. 1, p. 128.)

John 1:1-5

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

% He was with God in the beginning.

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
* In him was life, and that life was the light of men.

> The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood® it.
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SON’S ATTRIBUTES (subsistence) = DISTINCT FROM
FATHER,
SON = WORD IN GOD, OTHER THAN FATHER
Inst., 1.13.16-20
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1.13.16 — Oneness

L%T%g[&ﬁunT%%Ei *f@zzﬁfﬁﬁa Fﬁu ’fJ_ %E&Ebﬂ% \n{??
(f%: prili@is = fEaiss, bR N o Edr i, B
T . REEEE, fH0, MY _%/\ﬁﬁﬁ‘r (295 4. 5-6) , m—#EmeH
m R 5 A A —E, FrCAh s 0 1 —47; RIAsed g —E, B DAE

HA—Ml. i, m%&ﬁm%®ﬁ A A7 G AM AL SR 2K &ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%
ﬁmﬁﬁ%i% &ﬁ%ﬁ%%x% FBGHE M M ERAM [ 7242 m
% A MEYE, | AR S m%mwmmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁT %
PedMIe 2 — A A5 1 IR ﬁJ:ﬂ%Eﬁéé;LéEEﬁ FH ] LA A AR %?%igg
ﬁ,ézu%m%m%% (145 14

4: 5
S—EE’ —'fg’ —ﬁa’
o, WERANR, BTRAZ L, HTRAZF, WHEERANZN.

55 28: 19
COPTRL, R, fEE IRAERIPIAE, B T BEE A A TEE (B
aAbMvE, ERA. T WA .

Moreover, because God more clearly disclosed himself in the coming of Christ,
thus he also became known more familiarly in three persons. But of the many
testimonies this one will suffice for us. For Paul so connects these three — God, faith, and
baptism [Eph. 4:5-6] — as to reason from one to the other: namely, because faith is one,
that he may thereby show God to be one; because baptism is one, that he may thence
show faith also to be one. Therefore, if through baptism we are initiated into the faith
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and religion of one God, we must consider him into whose name we are baptized to be
the true God. Indeed, there is no doubt that Christ willed by this solemn pronouncement
to testify that the perfect light of faith was manifested when he said, “Baptize them into
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” [Matt. 28:19 p.]. For this
means precisely to be baptized into the name of the one God who has shown himself
with complete clarity in the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Hence it is quite clear that
in God’s essence reside three persons in whom one God is known.

Eph. 4:5-6
* There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were
called— >one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

Matt. 28:19
! Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in® the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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Indeed, faith ought not to gaze hither and thither, nor to discourse of various
matters, but to look upon the one God, to unite with him, to cleave to him. From this,
then, it is easily established that if there are various kinds of faith, there must also be
many gods. Now because Baptism is the sacrament of faith, it confirms for us the unity
of God from the fact that it is one. Hence it also follows that we are not permitted to be
baptized except into the one God, because we embrace the faith of him into whose name
we are baptized. What, then, did Christ mean when he commanded that Baptism should
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be in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, except that we
ought with one faith to believe in the Father, the Son, and the Spirit? What else is this
than to testify clearly that Father, Son, and Spirit are one God? Therefore, since that
there is one God, not more, is regarded as settled principle, we conclude that Word and
Spirit are nothing else than the very essence of God. The Arians used to prate most
foolishly when, in confessing the divinity of the Son, they took away the substance of
God from him. A like madness tormented the Macedonians, who by “Spirit” wanted to
understand only those gifts of grace poured out upon men. For, as wisdom,
understanding, prudence, fortitude, and fear of the Lord proceed from him, so is he the
one Spirit of wisdom, prudence, fortitude, and godliness [cf. Isa. 11:2]. And he is not
divided according to the distribution of gifts, but however diversely they may be divided;
yet, says the apostle, he remains “one and the same” [I Cor. 12:11].

Isa. 11:2
* The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the
LORD -

I Cor. 12:11

T All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just
as he determines.
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1.13.17 — Threeness

Again, Scripture sets forth a distinction of the Father from the Word, and of the
Word from the Spirit. Yet the greatness of the mystery warns us how much reverence
and sobriety we ought to use in investigating this. And that passage in Gregory of
Nazianzus vastly delights me:
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TR B —Hg L. PRI AL DL IE A R B, A 0 LR A #
—MRER. & . BERLERSH EEYER; AR MBS AR —
LeR g, HIsH B AR TAE; o EiE R EL, PS4, LlslE
i, RN FHARNFHB I, K A5RARE R Ea AR, 18 5A o 2L % A,
WAET AL AELET . M EHEAAED, e [ 5 — O3RN
(8 5: 32; 8: 16, 18) o 1M HAER— MR LLERE BV, 178 AR AT
B2, M ARRIEEKE. 5, IR NHIIARAL, RIS AR 1+
B AL, WRARE; BICmRER, Je R ZEEm. B, WAGR
TERG R 5 2 IRs, A H OB R ARSI R A E T (247 1: 18) o NAHEMERGR T
SR BN R PR, U ANRARYER, AEEASREEE? Pril, g PUesiE
IR IE, AR 400 . Bl A B 5 BLAQ (M Z2 ), B CLAR it [ 88 8 A 2k |
(&) 15: 26) . ftBEEEER S s A 3 S A, Bl ESE 5 ah—fr R
ffi | g ZETE MR (&) 14: 165 15: 26) .

0 13: 7

s > (CRREHEER) 2 rhaEfR e - BERCER R cen-tv.com ERFELHE



DO HRAIHERY . Jmnb, EETEGE, BRI FEE. BTN, F
BT EG B T IAER NS 1 5 .

£95: 32
A AR IR R, FRAR KN IE f A T LR EL

#18: 16
U AIEN N, BRIV E L) AN BRI ATEEE, BA ZERAR M AT
[ 7E

1: 3
TOEYRFEE IR NAGER, WA AR R G

£ 1: 18
UORAGZ A NE A, ARSI R TR AR B A

AK11: 3
b RMEAG, AUENIE e I FOR AT N s g kR, PTE R, AR
Zid AR

£ 17: 5
TS, BAAESRARAE R AR AR, R AR ISR LS, RIFR BT S0 .

£915: 26
P AH RSO DR, WU AR EL B B Aok T, AU A IRAE R

A%z o

£ 14: 16
© O IRERAL, RGN IR — AL R AT (EUfE: SIERE, RRD vk Bl
PR R,

“I cannot think on the one without quickly being encircled by the splendor of
the three; nor can I discern the three without being straightway carried back to the
one.” Let us not, then, be led to imagine a trinity of persons that keeps our thoughts
distracted and does not at once lead them back to that unity. Indeed, the words “Father,”
“Son,” and “Spirit” imply a real distinction — let no one think that these titles, whereby
God is variously designated from his works, are empty — but a distinction, not a division.
The passages that we have already cited [e.g., Zech. 13: 7] show that the Son has a
character distinct from the Father, because the Word would not have been with God
unless he were another than the Father, nor would he have had his glory with the Father
were he not distinct from the Father. In like manner he distinguishes the Father from

s > (CRREHEER) 3 rhaEfR e - BERCER R cen-tv.com ERFELHE



himself when he says that there is another who bears witness to him [John 5:32; 8:16; and
elsewhere]. And with this agrees what is said elsewhere: that the Father created all things
through the Word [John 1:3; Heb. 11:3]. This he could not have done without being
somehow distinct from the Word. Furthermore, it was not the Father who descended
upon the earth, but he who went forth from the Father; the Father did not die, nor did he
arise again, but rather he who had been sent by the Father. No did this distinction have
its beginning from the time that he assumed flesh, but before this also it is manifest that
he was the only-begotten “in the bosom of the Father” [John 1:18]. For who would take
upon himself to assert that the Son did not enter into the bosom of the Father until he
descended from heaven to assume humanity? Therefore he was in the bosom of the
Father before, and held his own glory in the presence of the Father [John 17:5]. Christ
implies the distinction of the Holy Spirit from the Father when he says that the Holy
Spirit proceeds from the Father [John 15:26; cf. ch. 14:26]. He implies the distinction of
the Holy Spirit from himself as often as he calls the Spirit “another,” as when he
announces that he will send another Comforter [John 14:16], and often elsewhere.

Zech. 13: 7

7 "Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!" declares
the LORD Almighty. "Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, and I will
turn my hand against the little ones.

John 5:32
32 There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is
valid.

John 8:16
' But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the
Father, who sent me.

John 1:3
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

Heb. 11:3
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.

John 1:18
% No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,[g][ﬂwho is at the Father's side,
has made him known.

John 17:5
> And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the
world began.

John 15:26
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26 "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.

John 14:16
' And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you
forever—
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I really do not know whether it is expedient to borrow comparisons form human
affairs to express the force of this distinction. Men of old were indeed accustomed
sometimes to do so, but at the same time they confessed that the analogies they advanced
were quite inadequate. Thus is it that I shrink from all rashness here: lest if anything
should be inopportunely expressed, it may give occasion either of calumny to the
malicious, or of delusion to the ignorant. Nevertheless, it is not fitting to suppress the
distinction that we observe to be expressed in Scripture. It is this: to the Father is
attributed the beginning of activity, and the fountain and wellspring of all things; to the
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Son, wisdom, counsel, and the ordered disposition of all things; but to the Spirit is
assigned the power an efficacy of that activity. Indeed, although the eternity of the
Father is also the eternity of the Son and the Sprit, since God could never exist apart
Jrom his wisdom and power, and we must not seek in eternity a before or an after,
nevertheless the observance of an order is not meaningless or superfluous, when the
Father is thought of as first, then from him the Son, and finally from both the Spirit.
For the mind of each human being is naturally inclined to contemplate God first, then the
wisdom coming forth from him, and lastly the power whereby he executes the decrees of
his plan. For this reason, the Son is said to come forth from the Father alone; the Spirit,
from the Father and the Son at the same time. This appears in many passages, but
nowhere more clearly than in chapter 8 of Romans, where the same Spirit is indifferently
called sometimes the Spirit of Christ [v. 9], sometimes the Spirit of him “who raised up
Christ ... from the dead” [v. 11] — and not without justification. For Peter also testifies
that it was by the Spirit of Christ that the prophets prophesied [II Peter 1:21; CF. I Peter
1:11], even though Scripture often teaches that it was the Spirit of God the Father.

Rom. 8:9

? You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of
God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong
to Christ.

Rom. 8:11

""" And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who
lives in you.

IT Peter 1:21
2! For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

[ Peter 1:11
1 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.
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Furthermore, this distinction is so far from contravening the utterly simple unity
of God as to permit us to prove from it that the Son is one God with the Father because he
shares with the Father one and the same Spirit; and that the Spirit is not something other
than the Father and different from the Son, because he is the Spirit of the Father and the
Son. For in each hypostasis the whole divine nature is understood, with this
qualification — that to each belongs his own peculiar quality. The Father is wholly in
the Son, the Son wholly in the Father, even as he himself declares: “I am in the Father,
and the Father in me” [John 14:10]. And ecclesiastical writers do not concede that the
one is separated from the other by any difference of essence. By these appellations
which set forth the distinction (says Augustine) is signified their mutual relationships
and not the very substance by which they are one. In this sense the opinions of the
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ancients are to be harmonized, which otherwise would seem somewhat to clash.
Sometimes, indeed, they teach that the Father is the beginning of the Son; sometimes they
declare that the Son has both divinity and essence from himself, and thus has one
beginning with the Father. Augustine well and clearly expresses the cause of this
diversity in another place, when he speaks as follows: “Christ with respect to himself is
called God; with respect to the Father, Son. Again, the Father with respect to himself
is called God; with respect to the Son, Father. In so far as he is called Father with
respect to the Son, he is not the Son; in so far as he is called the Son with respect to the
Father, he is not the Father; in so far as he is called both Father with respect to
himself, and Son with respect to himself, he is the same God.” Therefore, when we
speak simply of the Son without regard to the Father, we well and properly declare him to
be of himself; and for this reason we call him the sole beginning. But when we mark the
relation that he ahs with the Father, we rightly make the Father the beginning of the Son.
The whole fifth book of Augustine On the Trinity is concerned with explaining this
matter. Indeed, it is far safer to stop with that relation which Augustine sets forth than by
too subtly penetrating into the sublime mystery to wander through many evanescent
speculations.

John 14:10

" Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say
to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his
work.

' Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.

s > (CRREHEER) 2 rhaEfR e - BERCER R cen-tv.com ERFELHE



1.13.20 =fi—f8K E7F
THE TRIUNE GOD 1.13.20

Pl Leqigg,  DUE A2 N, TERBEARERF, w1 . FAEE
RGNS — i B, _LHEWFRED — M —H LW FiELHT, BlEE
H=Ar. ProlcE BAMMEE S Eag — 5 R, AMERERINE, WotdE il
WE IS o ABH 7 B I IRE I, Rl R W TR AT LI Bl A%, A LAk
AL 23 o AE R =R T A IR 1 S8 P R e B, AR IRAESS, B
PAEACHL, B — [ R IRe e, B ig AR iR RN = - IS TE, ARSE
RS LLRAE, AR, WARLUAE S, SRS TR s b, =i
e RMCKRIE, BRI LFHIIETH, BALLETGRIRE R I35 1 B
#, L AT A 0 2] AR — . WORIRAIRE 7 2 BRI o — LA, w
ST IREE, A b AR A TRAE ML R Bl B B O, et AN RE
WeRE AT, YA Lo BHIEHTE FIFEEAE)

Therefore, let those who dearly love soberness, and who will be content with the
measure of faith, receive in brief form what is useful to know: namely, that, when we
profess to believe in one God, under the name of God is understood a single, simple
essence, in which we comprehend three persons, or hypostases. Therefore, whenever the
name of God is mentioned without particularization, there are designated no less the Son
and the Spirit than the Father; but where the Son is joined to the Father, then the relation
of the two enters in; and so we distinguish among the persons. But because the peculiar
qualities in the persons carry an order within them, e.g., in the Father is the beginning and
the source, so often as mention is made of the Father and the Son together, or the Spirit,
the name of God is peculiarly applied to the Father. In this way, unity of essence is
retained, and a reasoned order is kept, which yet takes nothing away from the deity of the
Son and the Spirit. Certainly, since we have already seen that the apostles declared him
to be the Son of God whom Moses and the prophets testified to be Jehovah, it is always
necessary to come to the unity of essence. Thus we regard it a detestable sacrilege for
the Son to be called another God than the Father, for the simple name of God admits no
relation, nor can God be said to be this or that with respect to himself.
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Now, that the name of Jehovah taken without specification corresponds to
Christ is also clear from Paul’s words: “Three times I besought the Lord about this” [II
Cor. 12:8]. When he received Christ’s answer, “My grace is sufficient for you,” he added
a little later, “That the power of Christ may dwell in me” [II Cor. 12:9]. For it is certain
that the name “Lord” was put there in place of “Jehovah,” and thus it would be foolish
and childish so to restrict it to the person of the Mediator, seeing that in his prayer he uses
an absolute expression which introduces no reference to the relationship of Father and
Son. And we know from the common custom of the Greeks that the apostles usually
substitute the name xKvploc kurios [Lord] for Jehovah. And to take a ready example,
Paul prayed to the Lord in no other sense than that in which Peter cites the passage from
Joel, “Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” [Acts 2:16-21; Joel 2:28-
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32 ]. . Where this name is expressly applied to the Son, we shall see in its proper place
that the reason is different. For the present, it is enough to grasp that when Paul calls
upon God in an absolute sense he immediately adds the name of Christ. Even so, Christ
himself calls God in his entirety “Spirit [John 4:24]. For nothing excludes the view that
the whole essence of God is spiritual, in which are comprehended Father, Son, and Spirit.
This is made plain from Scripture. For as we there hear God called Spirit, so also do we
hear the Holy Spirit, seeing that the Spirit is a hypostasis of the whole essence, spoken of
as of God and from God.

IT Cor. 12:8-9
® Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.

? But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ's power may rest on me.

Acts 2:16-21
16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17" "'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream

dreams.

'8 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.

19 T will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire
and billows of smoke.

% The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the
great and glorious day of the Lord.

I And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."®

Joel 2:28-32

% " And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.

¥ Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.

39 1 will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of
smoke.

31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the LORD.
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32 And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion
and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the
survivors whom the LORD calls.

John 4:24
** God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."
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unity of essence).

From this morass another similar monster has come forth. For certain rascals, to
escape the invidiousness and shame of Servetus’ impiety, indeed confessed that there are
three persons; but they added the provision that the Father, who is truly and properly the
sole God, in forming the Son and the Spirit, infused into them his own deity. Indeed,
they do not refrain from this dreadful manner of speaking: the Father is distinguished
from the Son and the Spirit by this mark, that he is the only “essence giver.” First they
allege the specious argument that Christ is commonly called the Son of God and infer
from this that no other than the Father is, properly speaking, God. Yet they do not
observe that, even though the name “God” is also common to the Son, it is sometimes
applied to the Father par excellence because he is the fountainhead and beginning of deity
— and this is done to denote the simple unity of essence.
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TR e FABEERIPIE . WE AR MU BRI, A [HE ] EE T At
P [ AT 2: 71 (NREMZRAHEERS [FR] A% ; HE/T
ER M55 ﬁiﬁ‘i%éﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁi‘% AERM T b ] @47 [ b frEs
KRS N AT KRB A5 by, A e A A8iE i K BEdS 1. DAL,
ERITFEZ L TR, BITET 8RR FZHEETYH L, FREELR
H95 FLE TS H95 L o

FRHIT 2:
7@%%@:7@*@@9@/@% EEIE S AT ANE, AR R EET 7T
FHRET,

They object: if he is truly the Son of God, it is absurd to think of him as the Son
of a person. I reply that both are true: that is, he is the Son of God, because the Word was
begotten by the Father before all ages [cf. I Cor. 2:7] (for we do not yet have occasion to
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mention the person of the Mediator); and yet for the sake of clarification we must have
regard to the person, so as not to take the name of God here without qualification, but as
used of the Father. For if we consider no one but the Father to be God, we definitely cast
the Son down from this rank. Therefore whenever mention is made of deity, we ought
by no means to admit any antithesis between Son and Father, as if the name of the true
God applied to the latter alone.

I Cor. 2:7
7 No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God
destined for our glory before time began.

EOAR, LA IREEB EAr (FF 6. 1) EME—IL A, mAmMHAR, 8
P B IEE (B 12: 41D o FIECAFERn I R LR, shomtbo oA 5 K N I &t
WAL (R 8: 14) mhAaME—EL oy, (R4t = 5l SRR B (4 9.
33) . EWHLEBUAE TS (RS OREERD | (2. % 49: 18) . [BH
ARAAERTMAT IR | (A 14: 11; £ F 45: 24) , el bay, (R4
MR, SAE B R ERARIE R (B 14: 11) o 4EMIER R M s [+
B, PRASHISE THOORRIE ] (2R 1. 10; 5% 102: 25-26) . [REEH: [ Eanffis
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ORI AEEMM . A, BSFIHER 4 FEEARAE S R B M, iR B i it (deity),
MIPIAE (being) JhH At o A S HBANEE, IR AT 75 32 5t i 0 DU FF i B
He [IREWLM, BEKREN, BRI, FREREW] (5 44: 6) WlH—
P bty o BRAKI S S WA RME E: [ ARG R b, Dt BAER
SRR CHB 10: 11)
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For of course the God who manifested himself to Isaiah [Isa. 6:1] was true and only
God, the God whom nevertheless John affirms to have been Christ [John 12:41]. He who
also through the mouth of Isaiah testified that he would be as a stone of stumbling for the
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Jews [Isa. 8:14] was the only God, whom Paul declared to have been Christ [Rom. 9:33].
When through Isaiah he proclaims, “I live” [Isa. 49:18]: “to me every knee shall bow”
[Rom. 14:11, Vg.; cf. Isa. 45:24, Vg.], he is the sole God; yet Paul interprets the same to
be Christ [Rom. 14:11]. To this are added the testimonies that the apostle puts forward:
“Thou, O God, hast founded heaven and earth” [Heb. 1:10; Ps. 102:25-26]. Likewise:
“Let all the angels of God adore him.” [Heb. 1:6; Ps. 97:7.] These things are appropriate
only to the sole God: nevertheless, he contends that they are proper titles of Christ. And
there is no value in the subtle distinction that what is proper to God is transferred to
Christ, because he is the splendor of his glory [Heb. 1:3]. For, since the name of Jehovah
is set forth everywhere, it follows that with respect to his deity his being is from himself.
For if he is Jehovah, it cannot be denied that he is that same God who elsewhere
proclaims through Isaiah, “I, I am, and apart from me there is no God’ [Isa. 44:6 p.].
Jeremiah’s utterance also bears considering: “The gods who did not make heaven and
earth shall perish from the earth which is under heaven” [Jer. 10:11 p.].

Isa. 6:1
' In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted,
and the train of his robe filled the temple.

John 12:41

Isa. 8:14

14 and he will be a sanctuary; but for both houses of Israel he will be a stone that causes
men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall. And for the people o Jerusalem he
will be a trap and a snare.

Isa. 49:18

'8 Lift up your eyes and look around; all your sons gather and come to you. As surely as
I'live," declares the LORD, "you will wear them all as ornaments; you will put them
on, like a bride.

Rom. 9:33
3 As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that
makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame. "™

Rom. 14:11

" 1t is written: " 'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me;
every tongue will confess to God.' " '?So then, each of us will give an account of
himself to God.

Isa. 45:24
** They will say of me, 'In the LORD alone are righteousness and strength.' " All who

have raged against him will come to him and be put to shame.

Heb. 1:10
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10 He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands.

Ps. 102:25-26
> 1In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of
your hands.

?® They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing
you will change them and they will be discarded.

Heb. 1:6
® And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels
worship him."

Ps. 97:7
7 All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols— worship him, all
you gods!

Heb. 1:3

3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Isa. 44:6
® "This is what the LORD says— Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty:
I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.

Jer. 10:11
' "Tell them this: 'These gods, who did not make the heavens and the earth, will perish
from the earth and from under the heavens.' " %

Ty IR ZHAGR,  _L P H9 S8 T BEAR LA B 5 7 B 7 5y 1 B e it B
LR, FTEFEHFHEESE, ZREHEECSHEME (being), JiTE2HFIE
1FHRAEE (essence) , K HFREHEEIE (77 F, being) BAHEFWE? N5, AN
WA PE (essence) & PTG I, AR E - HH A (he has being from
himself). nJ &8 %5 M IS S SR 1), EEF A [BRHE . TN EKE—
Pl (&g b)) AR R AR, WE, bR E a8, ARt 1
FET .. THEEAME 8L AR, AR FHEN Bw. RIMEAEIE
LEEHER VGE N, BRA Ear AT B AL AT, B, BEARMERAC T2&]
(A #) , M2l A AL (essence giver of the Son). A1) L 4
1€ Ea A EHhElE (abstracted from God’s essence), Y A& f¢ 4&BE 77 H 10— 3407 o

On the other hand, it will be necessary to admit that the Son of God is he whose

deity is quite often proved in Isaiah from the creation of the universe. But how will the
Creator, who gives being to all, not have being from himself, but borrow his essence
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Jrom elsewhere? For whoever says that the Son has been given his essence from the
Father denies that he has being from himself. But the Holy Spirit gives the lie to this,
naming him “Jehovah.” Now if we concede that all essence is in the Father alone, either
it will become divisible or be taken away from the Son. And thus deprived of his essence,
he will be God in name only. The essence of God, if these babblers are to be believed,
belongs to the Father only, inasmuch as he alone is, and is the essence giver of the Son.
Thus the divinity of the Son will be something abstracted from God’s essence, or a part
derived from the whole.

MM BE SR A TS AR I THES, w7 SR BE w2 MEXR )8 51X (of the Father alone),
DRI 2%, BEEEATOE _LAr AR AR R, T AR B AL, 0 JBR B2 S e AN I A% 4 R 4%
[ 1% | (Spirit of the Son). HJ&PRER M FHERIBARIIE L, KA IREER, 2
TR E, HWETE (HFS: 9 .

4 8: 9
DU R AR, RN RS, IR T . AR AR,
AN BB

Now they are compelled from their own presupposition to concede that the Spirit
is of the Father alone, because if he is a derivation from the primal essence, which is
proper only to the Father, he will not rightly be considered the Spirit of the Son. Yet this
is disproved by Paul’s testimony, where he makes the Spirit common to Christ and the
Father [Rom. 8:9].

Rom. 8:9

? You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of
God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong
to Christ.

ANELGE, SIS A AR bR, BERACELF . A R, BRTME
Pt e b ARG LLAR? A S RIS B, BN . OIHRER, AT,
AL [H A 3 HERIRC R o A a0 FAE N B AR (Rl : BIACH BARH™, -
WA, WEIEEN BRI e W, IR RA AR (A ARER 2D
FEANTTREAEAEN o SCIAAA T REEL A7), BRIEM B QB IA B 208, T AL
EM e B EEARAT T LA AT R, AR HEAC B B RE G 2 R AT AR B AR
(essence), MBEEFEMAMINIZ; CAWRA R FEARY? WEESATRER, H
Hh— R R, SR — Y by R AR A AR . ALk, AP e Bl R
WINAY . Kib: LFHLHBEEELTHE, BTFHHS. £2iEtk, =f—
B — (I FELXE L (essence) BREAFHT . AL R, R T A Y
(essence), PIJEASREMEM L oy, ANEA LA, AR E e fem s B AEAh
KRN, R—WAEAMEEN [ L] o BAELEWRIEEWTE, WS
1 [ BAE R SR ERMIEEAR ] (H3: 14) .

H3: 14
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Furthermore, if the person of the Father is expunged from the Trinity, in what respect
would he differ from the Son and the Spirit except that only he is God himself? They
confess Christ to be God, and yet to differ from the Father. Conversely, there must be
some mark of differentiation in order that the Father may not be the Son. Those who
locate that mark in the essence clearly annihilate Christ’s true deity, which without
essence, and indeed the whole essence, cannot exist. Certainly the Father would not
differ from the Son unless he had in himself something unique, which was not shared
with the Son. Now what can they find to distinguish him? If the distinction is in the
essence, let them answer whether or not he has shared it with the Son. Indeed, this could
not be done in part because it would be wicked to fashion a half-God. Besides, in this
way they would basely tear apart the essence of God. It remains that the essence is
wholly and perfectly common to the Father and Son. If this is true, then there is indeed
with respect to the essence no distinction of one from the other. 1If they make rejoinder
that the Father in bestowing essence nonetheless remains the sole God, in whom the
essence is, Christ then will be a figurative God, a God in appearance and name only, not
in reality itself. For there is nothing more proper to God than to be, according to that
saying, “He who is has set me to you” [Ex 3:14, Vg.].

Ex 3:14
4" God said to Moses, "I am who I am . " This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'T
AM has sent me to you.'"
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THE DIVINE NATURE IS COMMON TO ALL THREE PERSONS
1.13.25

pijif =8
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FAM 2 [8] = A7 A HEB IR T & AN R 1)
M 2 RO R T4 T
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But they are obviously deceived in this connection, for they dream of individuals,
each having its own separate part of the essence. Yet we teach from the Scriptures that
God is one in essence, and hence that the essence both of the Son and of the Spirit is
unbegotten; but inasmuch as the Father is first in order, and from himself begot his
wisdom, as has just been said, he is rightly deemed the beginning and fountainhead of
the whole of divinity. Thus God without particularization is unbegotten; and the
Father also in respect to his person is unbegotten. They also foolishly think they may
conclude from our statement that we have set up a quaternity, for they falsely and
calumniously ascribe this fiction of their own brain to us, as if we pretended that three
persons came forth by derivation from one essence. On the contrary, it is clear from our
writings that we do not separate the persons from the essence, but we distinguish
among them while they remain within it. If the persons had been separate from the
essence, the reasoning of these men might have been probable; but in this way there
would have been a trinity of gods, not of persons whom the one God contains in himself.
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Thus is their useless question answered: whether or not the essence co-operates in
producing the Trinity, as if we imagined that three gods descend from it. Their rejoinder
that if not, the Trinity would therefore be without God, is born of the same foolishness.
For although the essence does not enter into the distinction as a part or a member of
the Trinity, nevertheless the persons are not without it, or outside it; because the
Father, unless he were God, could not have been the Father; and the Son could not
have been the Son, unless he were God. Therefore we say that deity in an absolute
sense exists of itself; whence likewise we confess that the Son since he is God, exists of
himself, but not in respect of his Person; indeed, since he is the Son, we say that he
exists from the Father. Thus his essence is without beginning; while the beginning of
his person is God himself. Those orthodox writers who formerly spoke concerning the
Trinity applied this name only to the persons, since it would have been not only an absurd
error but even the sheerest impiety to embrace the essence in this distinction. For those
who want to make a Trinity of these three — Essence, Son, and spirit — are plainly
annihilating the essence of the Son and the Spirit; otherwise the parts joined together
would fall apart, and this is faulty in any distinction. Finally, if Father and God were
synonymous, thus would the Father be the deifier; nothing would be left in the Son but
a shadow; and the Trinity would be nothing else but the conjunction of the one God with
two created things.
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(Being-in-itself);
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TRINITY = CREATOR; THUS GOD = ETERNAL,
BEING-IN-ITSELF;
WORK OF CREATION = IMMEDIATE,
WITHOUT INTERVENTION; WORD OF GOD
ACTS BY ITSELF IN CREATION; MEN = END OF
CREATION 1.14.22

T— £TNE: MAKYFEH

1.14.22 BRE LR BHAMAENFTHEORE, HERMARE, FEf

The contemplation of God’s goodness in his creation will lead
us to thankfulness and trust
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There remains the second part of the rule, more closely related to faith. It is to
recognize that God has destined all things for our good and salvation but at the same time
to feel his power and grace in ourselves and in the great benefits he has conferred upon us,
and so bestir ourselves to trust, invoke, praise, and love him. Indeed, as I pointed out a
little before, God himself has shown by the order of Creation that he created all things
Jor man’s sake. For it is not without significance that he divided the making of the
universe into six days [Gen.1:31], even though it would have been no more difficult for
him to have completed in one moment the whole work together with all its details than to
arrive at its completion gradually by a progression of this sort. But he willed to
commend his providence and fatherly solicitude toward us in that, before he fashioned
man, he prepared everything he foresaw would be useful and salutary for him. How
great ingratitude would it be now to doubt whether this most gracious Father has us in his
care, who we see was concerned for us even before we were born! How impious would it
be to tremble for fear that his kindness might at any time fail us in our need, when we see
that it was shown, with the greatest abundance of every good thing, when we were yet
unborn! Besides, from Moses we hear that, through His liberality, all things on earth
are subject to us [Gen. 1:28; 9:2]. It is certain that He did not do this to mock us with the
empty title to a gift. Therefore nothing that is needful for our welfare will ever be
lacking to us.

Gen.1:31
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there
was morning—the sixth day.

Gen. 1:28

2 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth
and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground."

Gen. 9:2

? The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of
the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the
sea; they are given into your hands.

A%, MR, BANVREER Ean AR A H 2y, AUERZARE], wB P
V) EWIEHE, HORAE H CIRERESIL L~ BITEMIIE X, HMEHER
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To conclude once for all, whenever we call God the Creator of heaven and earth, let
us at the same time bear in mind that the dispensation of all those things which he has
made is in his own hand and power and that we are indeed his children, whom he has
received into his faithful protection to nourish and educate. We are therefore to await
the fullness of all good things from him alone and to trust completely that he will never
leave us destitute of what we need for salvation, and to hang our hopes on none but
him! We are therefore, also, to petition him for whatever we desire; and we are to
recognize as a blessing from him, and thankfully to acknowledge, every benefit that
falls to our share. So, invited by the great sweetness of his beneficence and goodness,
let us study to love and serve him all our heart.
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY

HE—6L B D=EEEE -
There is only one God (Godhead), Three Persons.

SO A o BEE B o BHERE B (KRB -

The Father is God. Deity
The Son is God. Deity
The Spirit is God. Deity
HO4)

HERANE R T - T ANE R - EEAEHE (R -

The Father is not the Son. Personhood
The Son is not the Spirit. Personhood
The Spirit is not the Father. Personhood

SEALTEAL o BRI B A o BEAAE KIS B T 2 2

The Father is the Father. Eternal generation
The Father is the Father of the Son.
The Father is the Father of the Son in eternity. Immanent, necessary

ST BT T o BT KNSR T

The Son is the Son. Eternal generation
The Son is the Son of the Father.
The Son is the Son of the Father in eternity. Immanent, necessary

SHEEIE T o BE B A BE T o BHERATKIA S BEACRI B T
The Spirit is the Spirit.

The Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. Eternal procession
The Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son in eternity.

D = e VAN W (LI N vt i s A
There is one God, not three.
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3. In the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, of one substance, power, and
eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (0). The Father is of none,
neither begotten nor proceeding; the e Son is eternally begotten of the Father (p) ; the
Holy Spirit eternally proceeds from the Father and the Son (q) .

(a) ¥ =2 I John 5:7-8
706 AT SR A LR, DR A R L B,
SAE LB R AR = BB, /K, Blifn, i& kS EER —.

F5 KA Matthew 3:16-17
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.
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FE R Matthew 28:19
L, RAMEE S, AR RIERMTMIE, 2. F. BERNL, HmiEst.

Bl #L £ 4% 2 11 Corinthians 13:14
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(p) &JHARS John 1:14, 18
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2F : fy/A#E Hebrews 1:2-3
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2. The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, being truly and eternally God,

of one substance and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness of time had come, take
upon Him man’s nature (k), with all its essential properties and common frailties, yet
without sin (I). He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the
virgin Mary and of her substance (m). In this way two whole natures, the divine and the
human, perfect and distinct, were inseparably joined together in one person without being
changed, mixed, or confused (n). This person is truly God and truly man, yet one Christ,
the only mediator between God and man (Romans 1:3-4).

(k) &4 John 1:1, 14
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1.14.2 EFRAASNKAIE, Rt AR RE

THEWORK OF THE SIX DAYS SHOWS GOD’S GOODNESS
TOWARD MAN 1.14.2
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With the same intent Moses relates that God’s work was completed not in a moment
but in six days [Gen. 2:2]. For by this circumstance we are drawn away from all fictions
to the one God who distributed his work into six days that we might not find it irksome to
occupy our whole life in contemplating it. For even though our eyes, in whatever
direction they may turn, are compelled to gaze upon God’s works, yet we see how
changeable is our attention, and how swiftly are dissipated any godly thoughts that may
touch us. Here also, until human reason is subjected to the obedience of faith and learns
to cultivate that quiet to which the sanctification of the seventh day invites us, it grumbles,
as if such proceedings were foreign to God’s power. But we ought in the very order of
things diligently to contemplate God’s fatherly love toward mankind, in that he did not
create Adam until he had lavished upon the universe all manner of good things. For if
he had put him in an earth as yet sterile and empty, if he had given him life before light,
he would have seemed to provide insufficiently for his welfare. Now when he disposed
the movements of the sun and stars to human uses, filled the earth, waters, and air with
living things, and brought forth an abundance of fruits to suffice as foods, in thus
assuming the responsibility of a foreseeing and diligent father of the family he shows his
wonderful goodness toward us. If anyone should more attentively ponder what I only
briefly touch upon, it will be clear that Moses was a sure witness and herald of the one
God, the Creator. I pass over what I have already explained, that he there not only speaks
of the bare essence of God, but also sets forth for us His eternal Wisdom and Spirit; that
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we may not conjure up some other god than him who would have himself recognized in
that clear image.

Gen. 2:2
* By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh
day he rested ! from all his work.
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1.14.3 EHREAERTEEF KR

CREATION INCLUDES SPIRITUAL, INVISIBLE
WORLD OF ANGELS

1.14.3
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God is Lord over all!
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But before I begin more fully to discuss man’s nature, I ought to insert something
concerning angels. To be sure, Moses, accommodating himself to the rudeness of the
common folk, mentions in the history of the Creation no other works of God than those
which show themselves to our own eyes. Yet afterward when he introduces angels as
ministers of God, one may easily infer that he, to whom they devote their effort and
functions, is their Creator. Although Moses, speaking after the manner of the common
people, did not in laying down basic principles immediately reckon the angels among
God’s creatures, yet nothing prevents us from conveying plainly and explicitly what
Scripture elsewhere repeatedly teaches concerning them. For if we desire to recognize
God from his works, we ought by no means to overlook such an illustrious and noble
example. Besides, this part of doctrine is very necessary to refute many errors. The pre-
eminence of the angelic nature has so overwhelmed the minds of many that they think the
angels wronged if, subjected to the authority of the one God, they are, as it were, forced
into their own rank. For this reason, divinity was falsely attributed to them.
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Also, Mani, with his sect, arose, fashioning for himself two principles: God and the
devil. To God he attributed the origin of good things, but evil natures he referred to the
devil as their author. If this madness held our minds ensnared, God’s glory in the
creation of the universe would not abide with him. For, since nothing is more
characteristic of God than eternity and self-existence — that is, existence of himself, so to
speak — do not those who attribute this to the devil in a sense adorn him with the title of
divinity? Now where is God’s omnipotence, if such sovereignty is conceded to the devil
that he carries out whatever he wishes, against God’s will and resistance? The
Manichees have only one foundation: that it is wrong to ascribe to the good God the
creation of any evil thing. This does not in the slightest degree harm the orthodox faith,
which does not admit that any evil nature exists in the whole universe. For the depravity
and malice both of man and of the devil, or the sins that arise therefrom, do not spring
from nature, but rather from the corruption of nature. And from the beginning nothing at
all has existed in which God has not put forth an example both of his wisdom and of his
righteousness. Therefore, in order to meet these perverse falsehoods it is necessary to lift
up our minds higher than our eyes can reach. It is probably for this purpose that in the
Nicene Creed, where God is called the Creator of all things, invisible things are
expressly mentioned. Nevertheless, we will take care to keep to the measure which the
rule of godliness prescribes, that our readers may not, by speculating more deeply than is
expedient, wander away from simplicity of faith. And in fact, while the Spirit ever
teaches us to our profit, he either remains absolutely silent upon those things of little
value for edification, or only lightly and cursorily touches them. It is also our duty
willingly to renounce those things which are unprofitable.
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L14.4 BN EBSFRRERSE, EBHR (2R HRE

WE SHOULD NOT INDULGE IN SPECULATIONS CONCERNING THE
ANGELS, BUT SEARCH OUT THE WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE 1.14.4
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Since the angels are God’s ministers, ordained to carry out his commands, there
should be no question that they are also his creatures [Ps. 103:20-21]. Is it not evidence
of stubbornness rather than of diligence to raise strife over the time and order in which
they were created? Moses tells that the earth was finished and that the heavens with all
their host were finished [Gen. 2:1]. What point, then, is there anxiously investigating on
what day, apart from the stars and planets, the other more remote heavenly hosts began
also to exist? Not to take too long, let us remember here, as in all religious doctrine, that
we ought to hold to one rule of modesty and sobriety: not to speak, or guess, or even to
seek to know, concerning obscure matters anything except what has been imparted to
us by God’s Word. Furthermore, in the reading of Scripture we ought ceaselessly to
endeavor to seek out and meditate upon those things which make for edification. Let us
not indulge in curiosity or in the investigation of unprofitable things. And because the
Lord willed to instruct us, not in fruitless questions, but in sound godliness, in the fear
of his name, in true trust, and in the duties of holiness, let us be satisfied with this
knowledge.

Ps. 103:20-21
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2 Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his
word.

2l Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will.

Gen. 2:1
! Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.
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For this reason, if we would be duly wise, we must leave those empty speculations which
idle men have taught apart from God’s Word concerning the nature, orders, and number
of angels. I know that many persons more greedily seize upon and take more delight in
them than in such things as have been put to daily use. But, if we are not ashamed of
being Christ’s disciples, let us not be ashamed to follow that method which he has
prescribed. Thus it will come to pass that, content with his teaching, we shall not only
abandon but also abhor those utterly empty speculations from which he calls us back.
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No one will deny that Dionysius, whoever he was, subtly and skillfully discussed
many matters in his Celestial Hierarchy. But if anyone examine it more closely, he
will find it for the most part nothing but talk. The theologian’s task is not to divert the
ears with chatter, but to strengthen consciences by teaching things true, sure, and
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profitable. If you read that book, you would think a man fallen from heaven recounted,
not what he had learned, but what he had seen with his own eyes. Yet Paul, who had
been caught up beyond the third heaven [II Cor. 12:2], not only said nothing about it, but
also testified that it is unlawful for any man to speak of the secret things that he has seen
[IT Cor. 12:4]. Therefore, bidding farewell to that foolish wisdom, let us examine in the
simple teaching of Scripture what the Lord would have us know of his angels.

IT Cor. 12:2
2 Tknow a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven.
Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows.

II Cor. 2:4

* was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not
permitted to tell.
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GOD’S GLORY DOES NOT BELONG TO ANGELS
1.14.10
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It remains for us to cope with that superstition which frequently creeps in, to the
effect that angels are the ministers and dispensers of all good things to us. For at once,
man’s reason so lapses that he thinks that no honor ought to be withheld from them.
Thus it happens that what belongs to God and Christ alone is transferred to them. Thus
we see that Christ’s glory was for some ages past obscured in many ways, when contrary
to God’s Word unmeasured honors were lavished upon angels. And among those vices
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which we are today combating, there is hardly any more ancient. For it appears that Paul
had a great struggle with certain persons who so elevated angels that they well-nigh
degraded Christ to the same level. Hence he urges with very great solicitude in the letter
to the Colossians that not only is Christ to be preferred before all angels but that he is the
author of all good things that they have [Col. 1:16, 20]. This he does that we may not
depart from Christ and go over to those who are not self-sufficient but draw from the
same well as we. Surely, since the splendor of the divine majesty shines in them, nothing
is easier for us than to fall down, stupefied, in adoration of them, and then to attribute to
them everything that is owed to God alone. Even John in Revelation confesses that this
happened to him, but at the same time he adds that this answer came to him [chs. 19:10;
22:8-9]: “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you. ... Worship God.”

Col. 1:16, 20

' For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and
for him.

2% and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Rev. 19:10

10" At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow
servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship
God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

Rev. 22:8-9

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen
them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to
me.

? But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers
the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!"
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GOD MAKES USE OF ANGELS, NOT FOR HIS OWN SAKE,
BUT FOR OURS 1.14.11

UER AP B8 2B AR AR AR A DR AR AL ) 2 4, AR Y,
NIAE RS ORERE,  FAM AR s fifa b, Mgk BIARA R AR
T RAEANTT; AbE Ry ] AIEAR PG, RZRBR T2 55, el UEH] B CIHE
T3, SERAIK AR ML ANFERAL AR AR BRI . I8 B R RIS LR N 5 1
BN T AR, AEBA DA Z 4 1A B e i Rt . T B CBRE ] EAM
FrfrwtEd, VAT i RGN AL FAM 2 T K 1o B AT DY i fe b, A, A
FARMIEON, BRAR IR A CMfeR, AT LB R, BT E
Mess, ERARAFE R, R aEE.

Fygia g, AERF R AME A B SRR IA, iy H 2 ST R
N, BB A, B BB iR 2 T, SERRAT (T e b
#, BAEEAE S, LA RERR AR A, B R IR
A RAE R Ty, wRERE, AR RIS LR H 3 DU R A 2R [
SRR BRI RS, BN 2R At s BB R . BT AR 1
BENG b, BT R ] SN A BT 1 L 2 OR) i (1R B P
[ (2E K 6: 15-17) , AR, SUEFEEZ, (it a oA, #oe
RS T o LA R B, SR BAARBE NI Al 37 2075 S L1 AR 2 K
KEG, BRFZIRAM, FARREMACRI. ISR, fhwlkiE 7B, Bk
RMEHEERIAB I RON S A LT, IS LSRN (5 1 s Al A -5 Ay AR PE K T

af 1210 1
bR O BB LEH . AR BT AR 2

af 1200 1
bCEAT (BUEERE, FRD ZEF. ) RAETEETOR A HRAIAE, b st LIk

+F6: 15-17
O b KRBT R A 2, B SRS B R N T, BEH B k!

AT, A SERAT A LFWE 2
© b N ANER L BLRAM R R 0 L BB A B 2
TRV bR R HRAEI, SRARBHIE DA NI H, AEfAEE R HISMIHE B A )

IRH, At E 5w A K KOG RS AR .

Yet we shall well avoid this peril if we inquire why it is through them rather than
through himself without their service that God is wont to declare his power, to provide
for the safety of believers, and to communicate the gifts of his beneficence to men.
Surely he does not do this out of necessity as if he could not do without them, for as often
as he pleases, he disregards them and carries out his work through his will alone, so far
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are they from being to him a means of lightening difficulty. Therefore he makes use of
angels to comfort our weakness, that we may lack nothing at all that can raise up our
minds to good hope, or confirm them in security. One thing, indeed, ought to be quite
enough for us: that the Lord declares himself to be our protector. But when we see
ourselves beset by so many perils, so many harmful things, so many kinds of enemies —
such is our softness and frailty — we would sometimes be filled with trepidation or yield
to despair if the Lord did not make us realize the presence of his grace according to our
capacity. For this reason, he not only promises to take care of us, but tells us he has
innumerable guardians whom he has bidden to look after our safety; that so long as we
are hedged about by their defense and keeping, whatever perils may threaten, we have
been placed beyond all chance of evil. I confess that we act wrongly when, after that
simple promise of the protection of the one God, we still seek whence our help may come
[cf. Ps. 121:1; 120:1, Vg.]. But because the Lord, out of his immeasurable kindness and
gentleness, wishes to remedy this fault of ours, we have no reason to disregard his great
benefit. We have an example of this thing in Elisha’s servant, who, when he saw the
mountain besieged by the Syrian army and that there was no escape, was overwhelmed
with fear, as if all was over fro himself and his master. Here Elisha prayed to God that
He might open his servant’s eyes. Straightway the servant saw the mountain filled with
fiery horses and chariots, that is, with a host of angels, who were to protect him as well as
the prophet [II Kings 6:17]. Strengthened by this vision, he recovered himself and was
able with undaunted courage to look down upon his enemies, at sight of whom he had
almost expired.

Ps. 121:1
U oT1ift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from?

Ps. 120:1
' I call on the LORD in my distress, and he answers me.

II Kings 6:17

15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an
army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?"
the servant asked.

' "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those
who are with them."

7" And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see.” Then the LORD opened

the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha.
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P, LR BRI CAE, SEEAM AR AR DISE R A H Y, AR B Eag
i B, BESEARIRAY (o B AR Ay TS LRGN, A Y B AP KRR
T A R, S AR S RE R I L (R B, AR AL ARV B 2R (K AR A 1
&, W THERMFEER, CEMMEENEZ] (£ 6: 15-17) « HFEITA
KT LT RE, BITFHEZE BRXEEFRNEH, EEZEZH LI
BY R BERFREHRIBNTFTEER . BRIEX EE ST B RANTET I HEM. BRA,
WERLMRBNTHE—HIB Y BRIFEBMNTIEMNTE L FHIBF, TRFIATH—
v, RETEEZLTIIFEL: XEFMITYBITRELE, LW —HTER
A, TEMREM. . WEM, TLLUMBZHE, BE, XEEGEMYRTT
BE T L. BTAMEEARC, AHESKRZ RPN (24]28: 12) , RAEHEH
T REEARL, MAENFITERIR B, RSCAERs 7 B, sidEsHz . BRI
16, REHEEH BT TUBBXERRE: EObE CPaRn: TR
REE R T, Earpfis BL A, NS ] (81 50 o Frelaifads
FBEN, MRS TR B (24]24: 7, 12, 27, 52) , AWARMKRK
R B, AMEAEIERE, e R Ao, SRAE . B a2
ACA MRS T HORE D AV 2 A, s A A 0 = A S0, i AT IR T Al
(Kot S EAAEARRAET ], 325 TASAE. P AR EE S A o il (1 4
B, ANEABRERABOL By, AR B SRR L, SRR dEa
YERRAE A AT N, AR 2455 AN R AR LR N AP 153 38 T 11

K 6: 15-17

U R NI BE AT R A X, B RGN T N B AR !
BT, FAVERAT AU E 2

© b N AN Y BELERA R £ A L BB AR R B 2

TR R HRATHEN, SRORBAIEADENKIRE, (EAbEEE R HRAIHE B )
R E, At S AT KK RIBELAAD .

f128: 12
3 VAot 0 S R S N o P & B UK L < v i O O el [

£ 1: 51
TG R BRI S IMRT, RIS RORE T, B i EE B LR AKEN
75 k.

EIJ 24: 7’ 12’ 27, 52

s > (B ik rhaEfR e - BERCER R cen-tv.com ERFELHE



TOHR AN =R b A AR B S K AR (M, B RGRES, IR E . TR
KOS HIB AR IR AR T o b bo 2238 A0 H AEARTETHT, A0 i A AR B A 3 5t 12—
{[E=SSES

(T PRSI L1 e A SONEEHER (2 A 9wy TP 71995 3 A SN (2 E VA SN 5
H 38 R b e

T HRANEE—R N i H R R R A, DB DL R Sk Ay K
TN BRI, HORMHEAE G ESIRHIR, EOERIE I ANRL A K.

YRR R BT LAAE RS, 1) HSAN AR AE M

So, then, whatever is said concerning the ministry of angels, let us direct it to the end
that, having banished all lack of trust, our hope in God may be more firmly established.
Indeed, these helps have been prepared for us by the Lord that we may not be frightened
by the multitude of the enemy, as if they might prevail against His assistance, but that we
may take refuge in that utterance of Elisha that “there are more for us than against us” [II
Kings 6:16 p.]. How preposterous, then, it is for us to be led away from God by the
angels, who have been established to testify that his help is all the closer to us! But
they do lead us away unless they lead us by the hand straight to him, that we may look
upon him, call upon him, and proclaim him as our sole helper; unless we regard them
as his hands that are moved to no work without his direction; unless they keep us in the
one Mediator, Christ, that we may wholly depend upon him, lean upon him, be brought to
him, and rest in him. For what is described in the vision of Jacob ought to stick and be
deeply fixed within our minds: that angels descend to the earth, to men, and ascend from
men to heaven by a ladder upon which the Lord of Hosts stands [Gen. 28:12]. This
indicates that only through Christ’s intercession is it brought about that the angels’
ministrations come to us, as he himself affirms: “Hereafter you will see the heavens
opened and angels ... descending upon the Son of Man” [John 1:51]. Therefore the
servant of Abraham, though entrusted to the angel’s charge [Gen. 24:7], does not for that
reason call upon him to help him, but, relying on that commitment, pours out his prayers
unto the Lord, and beseeches him to show his mercy to Abraham [Gen. 24:12]. For as
God does no make them ministers of his power and goodness to share his glory with them,
so he does not promise us his help through their ministry in order that we should divide
our trust between them and him. Farewell, then, to that Platonic philosophy of seeing
access to God through angels, and of worshiping them with intent to render God more
approachable to us. This is what superstitious and curious men have tried to drag into our
religion from the beginning and persevere in trying even to this day.

IT Kings 6:16
' "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those
who are with them."

Gen. 28:12
2 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway 1d] resting on the earth, with its top
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

John 1:51
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! He then added, "I tell youm the truth, you™ shall see heaven open, and the angels of
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."

Gen. 24:7

7 "The LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father's household and my
native land and who spoke to me and promised me on oath, saying, "To your
offspring "™ T will give this land'-he will send his angel before you so that you can
get a wife for my son from there.

Gen. 24:12
2 Then he prayed, "O LORD, God of my master Abraham, give me success today, and
show kindness to my master Abraham.
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Scripture forearms us against the adversary
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All that Scripture teaches concerning devils aims at arousing us to take precaution
against their strategems and contrivances, and also to make us equip ourselves with those
weapons which are strong and powerful enough to vanquish these most powerful foes.
For when Satan is called the god [II Cor. 4:4] and prince [John 12:31] of this world, when
he is spoken of as a strong armed man [Luke 11:21; cf. Matt. 12:29], the spirit who holds
power over the air [Eph. 2:2], a roaring lion [I Pet. 5:8], these descriptions serve only to
make us more cautious and watchful, and thus more prepared to take up the struggle.
This also sometimes is noted explicitly: for Peter, after he has said that the devil “prowls
around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour” [I Peter 5:8], immediately subjoins
the exhortation that with faith we steadfastly resist him [I Peter 5:9]. And Paul, after he
has warned us that our struggle is not with flesh and blood, but with the princes of the air,
with the powers of darkness, and spiritual wickedness [Eph. 6:12], forthwith bids us put
on that armor capable of sustaining so great and dangerous a contest [Eph. 6:13ff.]. We
have been forewarned that an enemy relentlessly threatens us, an enemy who is the very
embodiment of rash boldness, of military prowess, of crafty wiles, of untiring zeal and
haste, of every conceivable weapon and of skill in the science of warfare. We must, then,
bend our every effort to this goal: that we should not let ourselves be overwhelmed by
carelessness or faintheartedness, but on the contrary, with courage rekindled stand our
ground in combat. Since this military service ends only at death, let us urge ourselves to
perseverance. Indeed, conscious of our weakness and ignorance, let us especially call
upon God’s help, relying upon him alone in whatever we attempt, since it is he alone who
can supply us with counsel and strength, courage and armor.

II Cor. 4:4
* The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

John 12:31

31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven
out.
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Luke 11:21
2l "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe.

Matt. 12:29
2 "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions
unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.

Eph. 2:2
* in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

I Peter 5:8-9
® Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour.

? Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout
the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

Eph. 6:12-13

'2 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms.

13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may
be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.
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Moreover, in order that we may be aroused and exhorted all the more to carry this out,
Scripture makes known that there are not one, not two, nor a few ones, but great armies,
which wage war against us. For Mary Magdalene is said to have been freed from seven
demons by which she was possessed [Mark 16;9; Luke 8:2], and Christ bears witness that
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usually after a demon has once been cast out, if you make room for him again, he will
take with him seven spirits more wicked than he and return to his empty possession [Matt.
12:43-45]. Indeed, a whole legion is said to have assailed one man [Luke 8:30]. We are
therefore taught by these examples that we have to wage war against an infinite number
of enemies, lest, despising their fewness, we should be too remiss to give battle, or,
thinking that we are sometimes afforded some respite, we should yield to idleness.

But the frequent mention of Satan or the devil in the singular denotes the empire
of wickedness opposed to the Kingdom of Righteousness. For as the church and
fellowship of the saints has Christ as Head, so the faction of the impious and impiety
itself are depicted for us together with their prince who holds supreme sway over them.
For this reason, it was said: “Depart, ... you cursed, into the eternal fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels” [Matt. 25:41].

Mark 16:9
? When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons.

Matt. 12:43-45
5 "When an evil'? spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and
does not find it.

* Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house
unoccupied, swept clean and put in order.

* Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go
in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first. That is
how it will be with this wicked generation."

Luke 8:2, 30
2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out;

39 Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"
Matt. 25:41

#I "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
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The fact that the devil is everywhere called God’s adversary and ours also ought
to fire us to an unceasing struggle against him. For if we have God’s glory at heart, as we
should have, we ought with all our strength to contend against him who is trying to
extinguish it. If we are minded to affirm Christ’s Kingdom as we ought, we must wage
irreconcilable war with him who is plotting its ruin. Again, if we care about our salvation
at all, we ought to have neither peace nor truce with him who continually lays traps to
destroy it. So, indeed, is he described in Gen., ch. 3, where he seduces man from the
obedience owed to God, that he may simultaneously deprive God of his due honor and
hurl man himself into ruin [vs.1-5]. So, also, in the Evangelists, where he is called “an
enemy’” [Matt. 13:28, 39], and is said to sow weeds in order to corrupt the seed of eternal
life [Matt. 13:25]. In sum, we experience in all of Satan’s deeds what Christ testifies
concerning him, that “from the beginning he was a murderer... and a liar” [John 8:44].
For he opposes the truth of God with falsehoods, he obscures the light with darkness, he
entangles men’s minds in errors, he stirs up hatred, he kindles contentions and combats,
everything to the end that he may overturn God’s Kingdom and plunge men with himself
into eternal death. From this it appears that h is in nature depraved, evil, and malicious.
For there must be consummate depravity in that disposition which devotes itself to
assailing God’s glory and man’s salvation. This, also, is what John means in his letter,
when he writes that “the devil has sinned from the beginning” [I John 3:8]. Indeed, he
considers him as the author, leader, and architect of all malice and iniquity.

Gen. 3:1-5

! Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, "You must not eat from any tree in
the garden'?"

? The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,

? but God did say, "You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
and you must not touch it, or you will die." "

* "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman.
> "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like

God, knowing good and evil."

Matt. 13:25, 28, 39
> But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,
and went away.
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% "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and
pull them up?'

3% and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the
harvesters are angels.

John 8:44

* You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He
was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies

IJohn 3:8
8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work
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Yet, since the devil was created by God, let us remember that this malice, which we
attribute to his nature, came not from his creation but from his perversion. For, whatever
he has that is to be condemned he has derived from his revolt and fall. For this reason,
Scripture warns us lest, believing that he has come forth in his present condition from
God, we should ascribe to God himself what is utterly alien to him. For this reason,
Christ declares that “when Satan lies, he speaks according to his own nature” and states
the reason, because “he abode not in the truth” [John 8:44 p.]. Indeed, when Christ states
that Satan ‘“abode not in the truth,” he hints that he was once in it, and when he makes
him “the father of lies,” he deprives him of imputing to God the fault which he brought
upon himself.

But although these things are briefly and not very clearly stated, they are more
than enough to clear God’s majesty of all slander. And what concern is it to us to know
anything more about devils or to know it for another purpose? Some persons grumble
that Scripture does not in numerous passages set forth systematically and clearly that fall
of the devils, its cause, manner, time, and character. But because this has nothing to do
with us, it was better not to say anything, or at least to touch upon it lightly, because it did
not befit the Holy Spirit to feed our curiosity with empty histories to no effect. And we
see that the Lord’s purpose was to teaching nothing in his sacred oracles except what we
should learn to our edification. Therefore, lest we ourselves linger over superfluous
matters, let us be content with this brief summary of the nature of devils: they were when
first created angels of God, but by degeneration they ruined themselves, and became the
instruments of ruin for others. Because this is profitable to know, it is plainly taught in
Peter and Jude. God did not spare those angels who sinned [II Peter 2:4] and kept not
their original nature, but left their abode [Jude 6]. And Paul, in speaking of the “elect
angels” [1 Tim. 5:21], is no doubt tacitly contrasting them with the reprobate angels.

John 8:44

* You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He
was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies

IT Peter 2:4
* For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell,” putting them into
gloomy dungeons[b] to be held for judgment;

Jude 1:6

® And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own
home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the
great Day.

I Tim. 5:21
2 charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these
instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.
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THE DEVIL STANDS UNDER GOD’S POWER 1.14.17
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As for the discord and strife that we say exists between Satan and God, we ought to
accept as a fixed certainty the fact that he can do nothing unless God wills and assents to
it. For we read in the history of Job that he presented himself before God to receive his
commands [Job 1:6; 2:1], and did not dare undertake any evil act without first having
obtained permission [chs. 1:12; 2:6]. Thus, also, when Ahab was to be deceived, Satan
took upon himself to become a spirit of falsehood in the mouths of all the prophets; and
commissioned by God, he carried out his task [I Kings 22:20-22]. For this reason, too,
the spirit of the Lord that troubled Saul is called “evil” because the sins of the impious
king were punished by it as by a lash [I Sam. 16:14; 18:10]. And elsewhere it is written
that the plagues were inflicted upon the Egyptians by God “through evil angels” [Ps.
78:49]. According to these particular examples Paul generally testifies that the blinding
of unbelievers is God’s work [II Thess. 2:11], although he had before called it the activity
of Satan [II Thess. 2:9; cf. II Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2]. Therefore Satan is clearly under God’s
power, and is so ruled by his bidding as to be compelled to render him service. Indeed,
when we say that Satan resists God, and that Satan’s work disagree with God’s works, we
at the same time assert that this resistance and this opposition are dependent upon God’s
sufferance. I am not now speaking of Satan’s will, nor even of his effort, but only of his
effect. For inasmuch as the devil is by nature wicked, he is not at all inclined to
obedience to the divine will, but utterly intent upon contumacy and rebellion. From
himself and his own wickedness, therefore, arises his passionate and deliberate
opposition to God. By this wickedness he is urged on to attempt courses of action which
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he believes to be most hostile to God. But because with the bridle of his power God
holds him bound and restrained, he carries out only those things which have been
divinely permitted to him; and so he obeys his Creator, whether he will or not, because he
is compelled to yield him service wherever God impels him.

Job 1:6, 12
% One day the angels ' came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
came with them.

B 4150

12 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on
the man himself do not lay a finger." Then Satan went out from the presence of the
LORD.

Job 2:1, 6
! On another day the angels ' came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
also came with them to present himself before him.

® The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his
life."

I Kings 22:20-22
2% And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to
his death there?' "One suggested this, and another that.

*! Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the LORD and said, 'T will entice him.'

2 " By what means?' the LORD asked. " 'I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths
of all his prophets,' he said. " "You will succeed in enticing him,' said the LORD. 'Go
and do it.'

I Sam. 16:14
'* Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil ™ spirit from the
LORD tormented him.

I Sam. 18:10

!9 The next day an evil ™ spirit from God came forcefully upon Saul. He was
prophesying in his house, while David was playing the harp, as he usually did. Saul
had a spear in his hand

Ps. 78:49
* He unleashed against them his hot anger, his wrath, indignation and hostility—
a band of destroying angels.

II Thess. 2:9,11
? The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed
in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders,
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! For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie

IT Cor. 4:4
* The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Eph. 2:2

* in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.
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There remains the second part of the rule, more closely related to faith. It is to
recognize that God has destined all things for our good and salvation but at the same time
to fell his power and grace in ourselves and in the great benefits he has conferred upon us,
and so bestir ourselves to trust, invoke, praise, and love him. Indeed, as I pointed out a
little before, God himself has shown by the order of Creation that he created all things for
man’s sake. For it is not without significance that he divided the making of the universe
into six days [Gen.1:31], even though it would have been no more difficult for him to
have completed in one moment the whole work together with all its details than to arrive
at its completion gradually by a progression of this sort. But he willed to commend his
providence and fatherly solicitude toward us in that, before he fashioned man, he
prepared everything he foresaw would be useful and salutary for him. How great
ingratitude would it be now to doubt whether this most gracious Father has us in his care,
who we see was concerned for us even before we were born! How impious would it be
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to tremble for fear that his kindness might at any time fail us in our need, when we see
that it was shown, with the greatest abundance of every good thing, when we were yet
unborn! Besides, from Moses we hear that, through His liberality, all things on earth are
subject to us [Gen. 1:28; 9:2]. It is certain that He did not do this to mock us with the
empty title to a gift. Therefore nothing that is needful for our welfare will ever be lacking
to us.

Gen. 1:28, 31; 9:2

2 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth
and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground."

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there
was morning—the sixth day.

Gen. 9:2

% The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of
the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the
sea; they are given into your hands.
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To conclude once for all, whenever we call God the Creator of heaven and earth,
let us at the same time bear in mind that the dispensation of all those things which he has
made is in his own hand and power and that we are indeed his children, whom he has
received into his faithful protection to nourish and educate. We are therefore to await the
fullness of all good things from him alone and to trust completely that he will never leave
us destitute of what we need for salvation, and to hang our hopes on none but him! We
are therefore, also, to petition him for whatever we desire; and we are to recognize as a
blessing from him, and thankfully to acknowledge, every benefit that falls to our share.
So, invited by the great sweetness of his beneficence and goodness, let us study to love
and serve him all our heart.
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Furthermore, that man consists of a soul and a body ought to be beyond
controversy. Now I understand by the term “soul” an immortal yet created essence,
which is his nobler part. Sometimes it is called “spirit.” For even when these terms are
joined together, they differ from one another in meaning; yet when the word “spirit” is
used by itself, it means the same thing as soul; as when Solomon, speaking of death, says
that then “the spirit returns to God who gave it” [Eccl. 12:7]. And when Christ
commended his spirit to the Father [Luke 23:46] and Stephen his to Christ [Acts 7:59]
they meant only that when the soul is freed from the prison house of the body, God is its
perpetual guardian. Some imagine the soul to be called “spirit” for the reason that it is
breath, or a force divinely infused into bodies, but that it nevertheless is without essence;
both the thing itself and all Scripture show them to be stupidly blundering in this opinion.
It is of course true that while men are tied to earth more than they should be they grow
dull; indeed, because they have been estranged from the Father of Lights [James 1:17],
they become blinded by darkness, so that they do not think they will survive death; yet in
the meantime the light has not been so extinguished in the darkness that they remain
untouched by a sense of their own immortality. Surely the conscience, which, discerning
between good and evil, responds to God’s judgment, is an undoubted sign of the
immortal spirit. For how could a motion without essence penetrate to God’s judgment
seat, and inflict itself with dread at its own guilt? For the body is not affected by the fear
of spiritual punishment, which falls upon the soul only; from this it follows that the soul
is endowed with essence. Now the very knowledge of God sufficiently proves that souls,
which transcend the world, are immortal, for no transient energy could penetrate to the
fountain of life.
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Eccl. 12:7
7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave
it.

Luke 23:46
% Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When
he had said this, he breathed his last.

Acts 7:59
> While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."

James 1:17
7 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
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In short, the many pre-eminent gifts with which the human mind is endowed
proclaim that something divine has been engraved upon it; all these are testimonies of an
immortal essence. For the sense perception inhering in brute animals does not go beyond
the body, or at least extends no farther than to material things presented to it. But the
nimbness of the human mind in searching out heaven and dearth and the secrets of nature,
and when all ages have been compassed by its understanding and memory, in arranging
each thing in its proper order, and in inferring future events from past, clearly shows that
there lies hidden in man something separate from the body. With our intelligence we
conceive the invisible God and the angels, something the body can by no means do. We
grasp things that are right, just, and honorable, which are hidden to the bodily senses.
Therefore the spirit must be the seat of this intelligence. Indeed, sleep itself, which
benumbs man, seeming even to deprive him of life, is no obscure witness of immortality,
since it suggests not only thoughts of things that have never happened, but also
presentiments of the future. I have briefly touched upon these things which secular
writers grandly extol and depict in more brilliant language; but among godly readers this
simple reminder will be enough.

s > (CRREHEER) 3 rhaEfR e - BERCER R cen-tv.com ERFELHE



GrRAF BB NS A IRA R ZE ], R A e SRR, SR A Ye
Pl (2R 4: 19, PG Wy, BUEEkbI AR IRE (IR 5. 4) o 3G, 3K
MEELIROIFER (2048 1: 13, 14, fERHEBE NN AT &, HZH
W (212 5: 100 . BT, HAMESBEREAMLBHERE, mH
£ IEs] —FRE TA] WABA, E8r 7 s sbe IATRYE b B2 10—
Oy DREE(EENS(EAE, ZEAMMTET SR E R VIV hERe (212 7. 1D, 8
PRI AR TG B, AR A P BT IR (1) o DDA A Al s AN BB (240
2: 25) , MR, BRI AT R AR LB A TIE B RS, AR TR KA T .
AR S A HAE, AR, AR SRR, bR SN & BT R AR
ST (20T 1209, 225 2: 1)« BUNAIREDTER, HCE M2 534
(s BRI 20, DUMIDRARASHR (222K 13: 17) i@ —JRIEE, MEAGIE 7. %
Fl—H M, CREAEWME: R EwaRMERERE] R 1. 23) , HABRE
AR, HIAREZ Bl LB NE B A, Ay, 2
OB T JA S BELUAR, REICTA 8 2 BAEMARE N (22K 10: 28; % 12: 4,
5) WfARNENEELAH G, EREME R — b — 0 fHRR AR
(248 12: 9) , BRBBIAE A/, AT LIS MR G 2N 1. BrFss
1 DRSO AI SRR i AR AR IR A A, S JEE R Pl o s A i A 5P R AR A, A
BN Ry (28 16: 22) , MRS T . REEREHIE —
A AbEREAN, R RRME N, (0 Bk, (2 EREE A, B
LRME (242 5: 6, 8) o BRISEBANIIN M H, MHAZE KA . BB
FERANE N 3G, U B NPT RZ AANEAT A B s SR A7 A, i Al
st e —. (2423 8) .

1 4: 19
UATDUREAE . MRS Bl Rk R T AN

Wi 1: 13, 14
BOIR DL I e TR IBAE B MR I R I B MR, AR
O DR] e T T s B S R e B B T, E Gn 3R 32 BR AR RSB AT 4R R B

UOBUER G U, AR RR, AR BRI A AR AR, TEA R
B 5 K
PR AT AR B S, A AR B AR AT B S A AR B T

MAZ 7: 1
BB N, BRAMBEAIEEES, MERFAC, BREEeE. sl —UE
Bk, MR LA, 1SLUREE.

Wedi1: 9, 22
DA HARF RS ORI RUE

e - (EEHEE) # R - B RRE R cen-tv.com AR S SEE



PR BRI B, BT A CAL, DB R LR ER, EROE (D
e AT RAEERINL) Ut

A 13: 17

TR RIS AN, LR DRI 2 k1) R AR, R
SR . IR PR (005 AT D, RECBERE: 2P R I 4
W

MAZ 1. 23
PRI LA A TR O R, FRIATE AR R R AR

A 12: 9
DO, RS AAES RS BIRAM, BT HAEE A, A, RATEA
S MR AR A A A 2

K 10: 28
OB, ARERCE B, AR HEA REIE S BT AR SRR
IEZE A

E% 12: 4’ 5

COIRBIAL, BRI, ISR #E LR AN RE AT R I, AN AR A A

T REGRORIRITE AR SR B NORE T LM XA RER R AR . FRE AR
AFURAM, IR AT

P 16: 22
POBAORERIAE T, PR KB s b R . s T,k A EE
I

MAZ5: 4, 6, 8 10

bR MR R R S, WARB SR NS, R LR, gt
I E ARk T o

©OTLL, FRAMTREESHAR AR, N HBEA A AE S Y, B A

CORRAMTIE AR S, O SRR B S B A

U BB RN e AT SR B R AR, W N ARG PTATIN, B EUE R
o

#E23: 8
COR A EZ R, AR, WA R UEE; VAR, AR

e - (EEHEE) # R - B RRE R cen-tv.com R EHFE



Now, unless the soul were something essential, separate from the body, Scripture
would not teach that we dwell in houses of clay [Job 4:19] and at death leave the
tabernacle of the flesh, putting off what is corruptible so that at the Last Day we may
finally receive our reward, according as each of us has done in the body. For surely these
passages and similar ones that occur repeatedly not only clearly distinguish the soul from
the body, but by transferring to it the name “man” indicate to it to be the principal part.
Now when Paul urges believers to cleanse themselves of every defilement of flesh and
spirit [II Cor. 7:1], he points out the two parts in which the filth of sin resides. Peter, also,
calling Christ “shepherd and bishop of ... souls” [I Pet. 2:25], would have spoken
wrongly if there had not been souls on whose behalf he might fulfill this office. If souls
did not have their own proper essence, there would be no point in Peter’s statement about
the eternal “salvation of ... souls” [I Pet. 1:9], or in his injunction to purify our souls and
ascertain that “wicked lusts ... war against the soul” [I Pet. 2:11 p.]. The same applies to
the statement of the author of Hebrews, that the pastors “stand watch ... to render account
for our souls” [Heb. 13:17 p.]. The fact that Paul, upon his soul, calls God to witness [II
Cor. 1:23, Vg.] points to the same conclusion, because it would not become guilty before
God unless it were liable for punishment. This is expressed even more clearly in Christ’s
words, when he bids us be afraid of him who, after he has killed the body, can send the
soul into the Gehenna of fire [Matt. 10:28; Luke 12:5]. Now when the author of The
Letter to the Hebrews distinguishes the fathers of our flesh from God, who is the one
“Father of spirits” [Heb. 12:9], he could not assert more clearly the essence of souls.
Besides, unless souls survive when freed from the prison houses of their bodies, it would
be absurd for Christ to induce the soul of Lazarus as enjoying bliss in Abraham’s bosom,
and again, the soul of the rich man sentenced to terrible torments [Luke 16:22-23]. Paul
confirms this same thing, teaching us that we journey away from God so long as we
dwell in the flesh, but that we enjoy his presence outside the flesh [II Cor. 5:6, 8]. Lest I
go any farther in a topic of no great difficulty, I shall add only this word from Luke, that
among the errors of the Sadducees it is mentioned that they did not believe in spirits and
angels [Acts 23:8].

Job 4:19
% how much more those who live in houses of clay, whose foundations are in the dust,
who are crushed more readily than a moth!

IT Cor. 7:1
! Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that
contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

Heb. 13:17

7 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men
who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden,
for that would be of no advantage to you.

IT Cor. 1:23

# I call God as my witness that it was in order to spare you that I did not return to
Corinth.
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I Pet. 1:9
? for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

I Pet. 2:11, 25

' Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful
desires, which war against your soul.

%> For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls.

Matt. 10:28
28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of
the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. *

Luke 12: 4-5

* "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do
no more.

> But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body,
has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.

Heb. 12:9
? Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them
for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!

Luke 16:22-23
2 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side.
The rich man also died and was buried.

» In hell,' where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with
Lazarus by his side.

II Cor. 5:6, 8
> Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

® We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with
the Lord.

Acts 23:8

8 (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor
spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.)
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GOD’S IMAGE AND LIKENESS IN MAN

1.15.3
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Also, a reliable proof of this matter may be gathered from the fact that man was
created in God’s image [Gen. 1:27]. For although God’s glory shines forth in the outer
man, yet there is no doubt that the proper seat of his image is in the soul. 1do not deny,
indeed, that our outward form, in so far as it distinguishes any separates us from brute
animals, at the same time more closely joins us to God. And if anyone wishes to include
under “image of God” the fact that, “while all other living things being bent over look
earthward, man has been given a face uplifted, bidden to gaze heavenward and to raise
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his countenance to the stars,” I shall not contend too strongly — provided it be regarded as
a settled principle that the image of God, which is seen or glow in these outward marks,
is spiritual. For Osiander, whose writings prove him to have been perversely ingenious in
futile inventions, indiscriminately extending God’s image both to the body and to the soul,
mingles heaven and earth. He says that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit place their image in
man, because however upright Adam might have remained, yet Christ would have to
become man. Thus, according to them, the body that was destined for Christ was the
exemplar and type of that corporeal figure which was then formed. But where will he
find that Christ is the image of the Spirit? I admit that in the person of the Mediator the
glory of the whole divinity surely shines, but how will the Eternal Word be called the
image of the Spirit, whom he precedes in order? In short, the distinction between Son
and Spirit is overthrown if the latter calls the former the image of himself. Furthermore, I
should like to know from him how in the flesh that he took upon himself Christ resembles
the Holy Spirit, and by what marks or lineaments he expresses his likeness. And since
that saying, “Let us make man,” etc. [Gen. 1:26], is common also to the person of the Son,
it would follow that he is the image of himself. This is repugnant to all reason. Besides
this, if Osiander’s fabrication is accepted, man was formed only after the type and
exemplar of Christ as man; and thus the pattern from which Adam was taken was Christ
in so far as he was to be clothed with flesh. But Scripture teaches in a far other sense that
he was created in God’s image. There is more color to the cleverness of those who
explain that Adam was created in God’s image because he conformed to Christ, who is
the sole image of God; but in that, also, there is nothing sound.

Gen. 1:26-27

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, Bl 4nd
over all the creatures that move along the ground."

" So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.
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Also, there is no slight quarrel over “image’ and “likeness” when interpreters seek a
nonexistent difference between these two words, except that “likeness” has been added
by way of explanation. First, we know that repetitions were common among the
Hebrews, in which they express one thing twice; then in the thing itself there is no
ambiguity, simply man is called God’s image because he is like God. Accordingly, those
who thus philosophize more subtly over these terms appear to be ridiculous: they either
apply zelem, that is, image, to the substance of the soul, and demuth, that is, likeness, to
its qualities; or they adduce something different. For, when God determined to create
man in his image, which was a rather obscure expression, he for explanation repeats it in
this phrase, “According to his likeness,” as if he were saying that he was going to make
man, in whom he would represent himself as in an image, by means of engraved marks of
likeness. Therefore Moses, a little after, reciting the same thing, repeats “image of God”
twice, without mentioning “likeness.” Osiander’s objection is trivial, that not a part of
man — say, the soul with its endowments — is called God’s image, but the whole Adam,
whose name was given him from the earth whence he was taken. Trivial, I say, all
readers of sound mind will deem it. For, while the whole man is called mortal, the soul is
not thereby subjected to death; nor does reason or intelligence belong to the body merely
because man is called a “rational animal.” Therefore, although the soul is not man, yet
it is not absurd for man, in respect to his soul, to be called God’s image; even though I
retain the principle I just now set forward, that the likeness of God extends to the whole
excellence by which man’s nature towers over all the kinds of living creatures.
Accordingly, the integrity with which Adam was endowed is expressed by this wrd,
when he had full possession of right understanding, when he had his affections kept
within the bounds of reason, all his senses tempered in right order, and he truly referred
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his excellence to exceptional gifts bestowed upon him by his Maker. And although the
primary seat of the divine image was in the mind and heart, or in the soul and its
powers, yet there was no part of man, not even the body itself, in which some sparks did
not glow. 1t is sure that even in the several parts of the world some traces of God’s glory
shine. From this we may gather that when his image is placed in man a tacit antithesis is
introduced which raises man above all other creatures and, as it were, separates him from
the common mass. And indeed, we ought not to deny that angels were created according
to God’s likeness, inasmuch as our highest perfection, as Christ testifies, will be to
become like them [Matt. 22:30]. But by this particular title Moses right commends God’s
grace toward us, especially when he compares only the visible creatures with man.

Matt. 22:30
3% At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like
the angels in heaven.
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THE TRUE NATURE OF THE IMAGE OF GOD IS
TO BE DERIVED FROM WHAT SCRIPTURE SAYS
OF ITS RENEWAL THROUGH CHRIST 1.15.4
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Nevertheless, it seems that we do not have a full definition of “image” if we do
not see more plainly those faculties in which man excels, and in which he ought to be
thought the reflection of God’s glory. That, indeed, can be nowhere better recognized
than from the restoration of his corrupted nature. There is no doubt that Adam, when he
fell from his state, was by this defection alienated from God. Therefore, even though we
grant that God’s image was not totally annihilated and destroyed in him, yet it was so
corrupted that whatever remains is frightful deformity. Consequently, the beginning of
our recovery of salvation is in that restoration which we obtain through Christ, who also
is called the Second Adam for the reason that he restores us to true and complete
integrity. For even though Paul, contrasting the life-giving spirit that the believers
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receive from Christ with the living soul in which Adam was created [I Cor. 15:45],
commends the richer measure of grace in regeneration, yet he does not remove that other
principal point, that the end of regeneration is that Christ should reform us to God’s
image. Therefore elsewhere he teaches that “the new man is renewed ... according to the
image of his Creator” [Col. 3:10 p.]. With this agrees the saying, “Put on the new man,
who has been created according to God” [Eph. 4:24, Vg.].

I Cor. 15:45
S0 it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"'!; the last Adam, a life-
giving spirit.

Col. 3:10
10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its
Creator.

Eph. 4:24
** and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
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Now we are to see what Paul chiefly comprehends under this renewal. In the first
place he posits knowledge, then pure righteousness and holiness. From this we infer that,
to begin with, God’s image was visible in the light of the mind, in the upright of the
heart, and in the soundness of all the parts. For although I confess that these forms of
speaking are synecdoches, yet this principle cannot be overthrown, that what was
primary in the renewing of God’s image also held the highest place in the creation
itself. To the same pertains what he teaches elsewhere, that “we ... with unveiled face
beholding the glory of Christ are being transformed into his very image” [II Cor. 3:18].
Now we see how Christ is the most perfect image of God; if we are conformed to it, we
are so restored that with true piety, righteousness, purity, and intelligence we bear God’s
image.

II Cor. 3:18
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'8 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect® the Lord's glory, are being transformed
into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the
Spirit.
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When this has been established, Osiander’s fancy concerning the shape of the
body readily vanishes of itself. But the statement in which man alone is called by Paul
“the image and glory of God” [I Cor. 11:7, Vg.] and woman excluded from this place of
honor is clearly to be restricted, as the context shows, to the political order. Yet I now
consider it sufficiently proved that whatever has to do with spiritual and eternal life is
included under “image,” mention of which has been made. John confirms this same point
in other words, declaring that “the life” which was from the beginning in God’s Eternal
Word “was the light of men” [John 1:4]. It was his intent to praise God’s singular grace,
wherein man excels the remaining living creatures, in order to separate him from the
multitude because he attained no common life, but one joined with the light of
understanding . Accordingly , he shows at the same time how man was created in God’s
image. Now God’s image is the perfect excellence of human nature which shone in
Adam before his defection, but was subsequently so vitiated and almost blotted out that
nothing remains after the ruin except what is confused, mutilated, and disease-ridden.
Therefore in some part it now is manifest in the elect, in so far as they have been reborn
in the spirit; but it will attain its full splendor in heaven.

P 2 L RIS TR REAN, A ZADT S SR . W T LR s st =
fr—HER IS, e EER. 2E. MR, s, AR, E8a AL
RN L I GRAER ERg TRy NI EHEZ N, TEth AN n]REN, N 2yl M
FLERL, N R, 2D AtE BRI N e R AR aeke#
NIIAL, TARERRE MR ERBRNERESR.

Yet in order that we may know of what parts this image consists, it is of value to
discuss the faculties of the soul. For that speculation of Augustine, that the soul is the
reflection of the Trinity because in it reside the understanding, will, and memory, is by
no means sound. Nor is there any probability in the opinion of those who locate God’s
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likeness in the dominion given to man, as if in this mark alone he resembled God, that he
was established as heir and possessor of all things; whereas God’s image is properly to be
sought within him, not outside him, indeed, it is an inner good of the soul.
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THE SOUL AND ITS FACULTIES 1.15.6
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It would be foolish to seek a definition of “soul” from the philosophers. Of them
hardly one, except Plato, has rightly affirmed its immortal substance. Indeed, other
Socratics also touch upon it, but in a way that shows how nobody teaches clearly a thing
of which he has not been persuaded. Hence Plato’s opinion is more correct, because he
considers the image of God in the soul. Others so attach the soul’s powers and faculties
to the present life that they leave nothing to it outside the body.
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Indeed, from Scripture we have already taught that the soul is an incorporeal
substance; now we must add that, although properly it is not spatially limited, still, set in
the body, it dwells there as in a house; not only that it may animate all its parts and
render its organs fit and useful for their actions, but also that it may hold the first place in
ruling man’s life, not alone with respect to the duties of his earthly life, but at the same
time to arouse him to honor God. Even though in man’s corruption this last point is
not clearly perceived, yet some vestige remains imprinted in his very vices. For whence
comes such concern to men about their good name but from shame? And whence comes
shame but from regard for what is honorable? The beginning and cause of this is that
they understand themselves to have been born to cultivate righteousness, in which the
seed of religion is enclosed. But, without controversy, just as man was made for
meditation upon the heavenly life, so it is certain that the knowledge of it was engraved
upon his soul. And if human happiness, whose perfection it is to be united with God,
were hidden from man, he would in fact be bereft of the principal use of his
understanding. Thus, also, the chief activity of the soul is aspire thither. Hence the
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more anyone endeavors to approach to God, the more he proves himself endowed with
reason.
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We ought to repudiate those persons who would affirm more than one soul in man,
that is, a sensitive and a rational soul, because there is nothing firm in their reasonings,
even though they seem to be asserting something probable, unless we want to torture
ourselves in trivial and useless matters. They say that there is great disagreement
between organic motions and the soul’s rational part. As if reason itself did not also
disagree with itself and were not at cross-purposes with itself, just like armies at war. But
since this disturbance arises out of depravity of nature, it is wrong to conclude from this
that there are two souls, just because the faculties do not agree among themselves in
befitting proportion.
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But I leave it to the philosophers to discuss these faculties in their subtle way. For
the upbuilding of godliness a simple definition will be enough for us. I, indeed, agree
that the things thy teach are true, not only enjoyable, but also profitable to learn, and
skillfully assembled by them. And I do not forbid those who are desirous of learning to
study them. Therefore I admit in the first place that there are five senses, which Plato
preferred to call organs, by which all objects are presented to common sense, as a sort of
receptacle. (Plato, Theaetetus 184 D (LCL Plato II. 156 f.).) There follows fantasy,
which distinguishes those things which have been apprehended by common sense; then
reason, which embraces universal judgment; finally understanding, which in intent and
quiet study contemplates what reason discursively ponders. Similarly, to understanding,
reason, and fantasy (the three cognitive faculties of the soul) correspond three appetitive
faculties: will, whose functions consist in striving after what understanding and reason
present; the capacity for anger, which seizes upon what is offered to it by reason and
fantasy; the capacity to desire inordinately, which apprehends what is set before it by
fantasy and sense.
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Although these things are true, or at least are probable, yet since I fear that they
may involve us in their own obscurity rather than help us, I think they ought to be passed
over. I shall not strongly oppose anyone who wants to classify the powers of the soul in
some other way: to call on appetitive, which, even though without reason, if directed
elsewhere, yet obeys reason, to call the other intellective, which is through itself
participant in reason. Nor would I refute the view that there are three principles of action:
sense, understanding, appetite.
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But let us rather choose a division within the capacity of all, which cannot be
successfully sought from the philosophers. For they, while they want to speak with utter
simplicity, divide the soul in to appetite and understanding, but make both double. They
say the latter is sometimes contemplative because, content with knowledge alone, it has
no active motion (a thing that Cicero thought to be designated by the term “genius”);
sometimes practical because by the apprehension of good or evil it variously moves the
will. In this division is included the knowledge of how to live well and justly. The
former part (I mean the appetitive) they also divide, into will and concupiscence; and as
often as appetite, which they call boulesis (BOVANGLG), obeys reason, it is horme (0pun);
but it becomes pathos (T®0G) when the appetite, having thrown off the yoke of reason,
rushes off to intemperance. Thus they always imagine reason in man as that faculty
whereby he may govern himself aright
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Chapter XVI - GOD BY HIS POWER NOURISHES AND
MAINTAINS THE WORLD CREATED BY
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HIS PROVIDENCE: CREATION AND
PROVIDENCE INSEPARABLY JOINED 1.16.1
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Moreover, to make God a momentary Creator, who once for all finished his work,
would be cold and barren, and we must differ from profane men especially in that we see
the presence of divine power shining as much in the continuing state of the universe as in
its inception. For even though the minds of the impious too are compelled by merely
looking upon earth and heaven to rise up to the Creator, yet faith has its own peculiar way
of assigning the whole credit for Creation to God. To this pertains that saying of the
apostle’s to which we have referred before, that only “by faith we understand that the
universe was created by the word of God” [Heb. 11:3]. For unless we pass on to his
providence — however we may seem both to comprehend with the mind and to confess
with the tongue — we do not yet properly grasp what it means to say: “God is Creator.”
Carnal sense, once confronted with the power of God in the very Creation, stops there,
and at most weighs and contemplates only the wisdom, power, and goodness of the
author in accomplishing such handiwork. (These matters are self-evident, and even force
themselves upon the unwilling.) It contemplates, moreover, some general preserving and
governing activity, from which the force of motion derives. In short, carnal sense thinks
there is an energy divinely bestowed from the beginning, sufficient to sustain all things.
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But faith ought to penetrate more deeply, namely, having found him Creator of all,
forthwith to conclude he is also everlasting Governor and Preserver — not only in that he
drives the celestial frame as well as its several parts by a universal motion, but also in that
he sustains, nourishes, and cares for, everything he has made, even to the least sparrow
[cf. Matt. 10:29]. Thus David, having briefly stated that the universe was created by God,
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immediately descends to the uninterrupted course of His providence, “By the word of
Jehovah the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth” [Ps. 33:6;
cf. Ps. 32:6, Vg.]. Soon thereafter he adds. “Jehovah has looked down upon the sons of
men” [Ps. 33:13], and what follows is in the same vein. For although all men do not
reason so clearly, yet, because it would not be believable that human affairs are cared for
by God unless he were the Maker of the universe, and nobody seriously believes the
universe was made by God without being persuaded that he takes care of his works,
David not inappropriately leads us in the best order from the one to the other. In general,
philosophers teach and human minds conceive that all parts of the universe are quickened
by God’s secret inspiration. Yet they do not reach as far as David is carried, bearing with
him all the godly, when he says: “These all look to thee, to give them their food in due
season; when thou givest to them, they gather it up; when thou openest thy hand, they are
filled with good things; when thou hidest thy face, they are dismayed; when thou takes
away their breath, they die and return to the earth. If thou sendest forth thy spirit again,
they are created, and thou renewest the face of the earth” [Ps. 104:27-30 p.]. Indeed,
although they subscribe to Paul’s statement that we have our being and move and live in
God [Acts 17:28], yet they are far from that earnest feeling of grace which he commends,
because they do not at all taste God’s special care, by which alone his fatherly favor is
known.

Matt. 10:29
¥ Are not two sparrows sold for a penny'¥? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from the will of your Father.

Ps. 33:6, 13, 14

® By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his
mouth.

3 From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind;

' from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth-

Ps. 32:6

® Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when
the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.

Ps. 104:27-30

%" These all look to you to give them their food at the proper time.

% When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are
satisfied with good things.

* When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath,
they die and return to the dust.
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% When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.
Acts 17:28

8 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have
said, 'We are his offspring.'
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1.16.2 BREWE, BEBRAKNE

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS FORTUNE OR
CHANCE

1.16.2
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That this difference may better appear, we must know that God’s providence, as it is
taught in Scripture, is opposed to fortune and fortuitous happenings. Now it has been
commonly accepted in all ages, and almost all mortals hold the same opinion today, that
all things come about through chance. What we ought to believe concerning providence
is by this depraved opinion most certainly not only beclouded, but also buried. Suppose a
man falls among thieves, or wild beasts; is shipwrecked at sea by a sudden gale; is killed
by a falling house or tree. Suppose another man wandering through the desert finds help
in his straits; having been tossed by the waves, reaches harbor; miraculously escapes
death by a finger’s breadth. Carnal reason ascribes all such happenings, whether
prosperous or adverse, to fortune. But anyone who has been taught by Christ’s lips that
all the hairs of his head are numbered [Matt. 10:30] will look farther afield for a cause,
and will consider that all events are governed by God’s secret plan. And concerning
inanimate objects we ought to hold that, although each one has by nature been
endowed with its own property, yet it does not exercise its own power except in so far as
it is directed by God’s ever-present hand. These are, thus, nothing but instruments to
which God continually imparts as much effectiveness as he wills, and according to his
own purpose bends and turns them to either one action or another.

Matt. 10:30
3% And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
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No creature has a force more wondrous or glorious than that of the sun. For besides
lighting the whole earth with its brightness, how great a thing is it that by its heat it
nourishes and quickens all living things! That with its rays it breathes fruitfulness into
the earth! That it warms the seeds in the bosom of the earth, draws them forth with
budding greenness, increases and strengthens them, nourishes them anew, until they rise
up into stalks! That it feeds the plant with continual warmth, until it grows into flower,
and from flower into fruit! That then, also, with baking heat it brings the fruit to maturity!
That in like manner trees and vines warmed by the sun first put forth buds and leaves,
then put forth a flower, and from the flower produce fruit! Yet the Lord, to claim the
whole credit for all these things, willed that, before he created the sun, light should come
to be and earth be filled with all manner of herbs and fruits [Gen. 1:3, 11, 14]. Therefore
a godly man will not make the sun either the principal or the necessary cause of these
things which existed before the creation of the sun, but merely the instrument that God
uses because he so wills; for which no more difficulty he might abandon it, and act
through himself. Then when we read that at Joshua’s prayers the sun stood still in one
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degree for two days [Josh. 10:13], and that its shadow went back ten degrees for the sake
of King Hezekiah [II Kings 20:11 or Isa. 38:8], God has witnessed by those few miracles
that the sun does not daily rise and set by a blind instinct of nature but that he himself,
to renew our remembrance of his fatherly favor toward us, governs its course. Nothing
is more natural than for spring to follow winter; summer, spring; and fall, summer — each
in turn. Yet in this series one sees such great and uneven diversity that it readily appears
each year, month, and day is governed by a new, a special, providence of God.

Gen. 1:3, 11, 14
3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.
3 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.

4" And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from
the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years,

Josh. 10:13

3 So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the nation avenged itself on = its
enemies, as it is written in the Book of Jashar. The sun stopped in the middle of the
sky and delayed going down about a full day.

IT Kings 20:11

""" Then the prophet Isaiah called upon the LORD, and the LORD made the shadow go
back the ten steps it had gone down on the stairway of Ahaz.

Isa. 38:8
8

[b]

I will make the shadow cast by the sun go back the ten steps it has gone down on the
stairway of Ahaz.'" So the sunlight went back the ten steps it had gone down.
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1.164 EBEHFAE
THE NATURE OF PROVIDENCE 1.16.4
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At the outset, then, let my readers grasp that providence means not that by which
God idly observes from heaven what takes place on earth, but that by which, as keeper of
the keys, he governs all events. Thus it pertains no less to his hands than to his eyes.
And indeed, when Abraham said to his son, “God will provide” [Gen. 22:8], he meant not
only to assert God’s foreknowledge of a future event, but to cast the care of a matter
unknown to him upon the will of Him who is wont to give a way out of things perplexed
and confused. Whence it follows that providence is lodged in the act; for many babble
too ignorantly of bare foreknowledge. Not so crass is the error of those who attribute a
governance to God, but of a confused and mixed sort, as I have said, namely, one that by
a general motion revolves and drives the system of the universe, with its several parts, but
which does not specifically direct the action of individual creatures. Yet this error, also,
is not tolerable; for by this providence which they call universal, they teach that nothing
hinders all creatures from being contingently moved, or man from turning himself hither
and thither by the free choice of his will. And they so apportion things between God and
man that God by His power inspires in man a movement by which he can act in
accordance with the nature implanted in him, but He regulates His own actions by the
plan of His will. Briefly, they mean that the universe, men’s affairs, and men themselves
are governed by God’s might but not by His determination. 1 say nothing of the
Epicureans (a pestilence that has always filled the world) who imagine that God is idle
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and indolent; and others just as foolish, who of old fancied that God so ruled above the
middle region of the air that he left the lower regions to fortune. As if the dumb creatures
themselves do not sufficiently cry out against such patent madness!

(“General” and “special” providence)

Gen. 22:8
8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my
son." And the two of them went on together.
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For now I propose the refute the opinion (which almost universally obtains) that
concedes to God some kind of blind and ambiguous motion, while taking from him the
chief thing: that he directs everything by his incomprehensible wisdom and disposes it to
his own end. And so in name only, not in fact, it makes God the Ruler of the universe
because it deprives him of his control. What, I pray you, is it to have control but so to be
in authority that you rule in a determined order those things over which you are placed?
Yet I do not wholly repudiate what is said concerning universal providence, provided
they in turn grant me that the universe is ruled by God, not only because he watches over
the order of nature set by himself, but because he exercises especial care over each of his
works. It is, indeed, true that the several kinds of things are moved by a secret impulse of
nature, as if they obeyed God’s eternal command, and what God has once determined
flows on by itself.
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At this point we may refer to Christ’s statement that from the very beginning he
and the Father were always at work [John 5:17]; and to Paul’s teaching that “in him we
live, move, and have our being” [Acts 17:28]; also, what the author of The Letter to the
Hebrews says, meaning to prove the divinity of Christ, that all things are sustained by his
mighty command [Heb. 1:3]. But they wrongly conceal and obscure by this excuse that
special providence which is so declared by sure and clear testimonies of Scripture that it
is a wonder anyone can have doubts about it. And surely they who cast over it the veil of
which I spoke are themselves so compelled to add, by way of correction, that many
things take place under God’s especial care. But they wrongly restrict this to particular
acts alone. Therefore we must prove God so attends to the regulation of individual
events, and they all so proceed from his set plan, that nothing takes place by chance.

John 5:17
17 Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am
working."

Acts 17:28
% 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have
said, 'We are his offspring.’'

Heb. 1:3

> The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
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HISTORY OF NATIONS: PROVIDENCE;
CHURCH, GOD’S SPECIAL CARE;

PROVIDENCE: THROUGH MEANS, WITHOUT
MEANS, AGAINST MEANS 1.17.1
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Chapter 17 — How we may apply this doctrine (providence) to
our greatest benefit

(Interpretation of divine providence with
reference to the past and the future, 1-5)

1.17.1 EFHRERNES

The meaning of God’s ways 1.17.1
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Moreover, as men’s dispositions are inclined to vain subtleties, any who do not
hold fast to a good and right use of this doctrine can hardly avoid entangling themselves
in inscrutable difficulties. Therefore it is expedient here to discuss briefly to what end
Scripture teaches that all things are divinely ordained.
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Three things, indeed, are to be noted. First, God’s providence must be considered
with regard to the future as well as the past. Secondly, it is the determinative principle
of all things in such a way that sometimes it works through an intermediary, sometimes
without an intermediary, sometimes contrary to every intermediary. Finally, it strives to
the end that God may reveal his concern for the whole human race, but especially his
vigilance in ruling the church, which he deigns to watch more closely. Now this, also,
ought to be added, that although either fatherly favor and beneficence or severity of
judgment often shine forth in the whole course of providence, nevertheless sometimes the
causes of the events are hidden. So the thought creeps in that human affairs turn and
whirl at the blind urge of fortune; or the flesh incites us to contradiction, as if God were
making sport of men by throwing them about like balls. It is, indeed, true that if we had
quiet and composed minds ready to learn, the final outcome would show that God always
has the best reason for his plan: either to instruct his own people in patience, or to
correct their wicked affections and tame their lust, or to subjugate them to self-denial,
or to arouse them from sluggishness; again, to bring low the proud, to shatter the
cunning of the impious and to overthrow their devices. Yet however hidden and
fugitive from our point of view the causes may be, we must hold that they are surely laid
up with him, and hence we must exclaim with David: “Great, O God, are the wondrous
deeds that thou has done, and thy thoughts toward us cannot be reckoned; if I try to speak,
they would be more than can be told” [Ps. 40:5]. For even though in our miseries our
sins ought always to come to mind, that punishment itself may incite us to repentance, yet
we see how Christ claims for the Father’s secret plan a broader justice than simply

s > (CRREHEER) 3 rhaEfR e - BERCER R cen-tv.com ERFELHE



punishing each one as he deserves. For concerning the man born blind he says: “Neither
he nor his parents sinned, but that God’s glory may be manifested in him” [John 9:3 p.].
For here our nature cries out, when calamity comes before birth itself, as if God with so
little mercy thus punished the undeserving. Yet Christ testifies that in this miracle the
glory of his Father shines, provided our eyes be pure.

Ps. 40:5

> Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done. The things you planned for
us no one can recount to you; were I to speak and tell of them, they would be too
many to declare.

John 9:3
3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the
work of God might be displayed in his life.
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But we must so cherish moderation that we do not try to make God render account to
us, but so reverence his secret judgments as to consider his will the truly just cause of
all things. When dense clouds darken the sky, and a violent tempest arises, because a
gloomy mist is cast over our eyes, thunder strikes our ears and all our senses are
benumbed with fright, everything seems to us to be confused and mixed up; but all the
while a constant quiet and serenity ever remain in heaven. So must we infer that, while
the disturbances in the world deprive us of judgment, God out of the pure light of his
Justice and wisdom tempers and directs these very movements in the best-conceived
order to a right end. And surely on this point it is sheer folly that many dare with greater
license to call God’s works to account, and to examine his secret plans, and to pass as
rash a sentence on matters unknown as they would on the deeds of mortal men. For
what is more absurd than to use this moderation toward our equals, that we prefer to
suspend judgment rather than be charged with rashness; yet haughtily revile the hidden
judgments o God, which we ought to hold in reverence?
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1.17.6 FEREE R EEN 2R
GOD’S PROVIDENCE AS SOLACE OF BELIEVERS 1.17.6

(Meditating on the ways of God in providence: the happiness of recognizing acts of
providence, 6-11)
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But these calumnies, or rather ravings of distracted men, will be easily dispersed
by pious and holy meditation on providence, which the rule of piety dictates to us, so
that from this we may receive the best and sweetest fruit. Therefore the Christian heart,
since it had been thoroughly persuaded that all things happen by God’s plan, and that
nothing takes place by chance, will ever look to him as the principal cause of things, yet
will give attention to the secondary causes in their proper place. Then the heart will not
doubt that God’s singular providence keeps watch to preserve it, and will not suffer
anything to happen but what may turn out to its good and salvation. But since God’s
dealings are first with man, then with the remaining creatures, the heart will have
assurance that God’s providence rules over both. As far as men are concerned, whether
they are good or evil, the heart of the Christian will know that their plans, wills, efforts,
and abilities are under God’s hand; that it is within his choice to bend them whither he
pleases and to constrain them whenever he pleases.
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There are very many and very clear promises that testify that God’s singular
providence watches over the welfare of believers: “Cast your care upon the Lord, and he
will nourish you, and will never permit the righteous man to flounder” [Ps. 55:22 p.]. For
he takes care of us. [I Peter 5:7 p.] “He who dwells in the help of the Most High will
abide in the protection of the God of heaven.” [Ps. 91:1; 90:1, Vg.] “He who touches you
touches the pupil of mine eye.” [Zech. 2:8 p.] “I will be your shield” [Gen. 15:1 p.], “a
brazen wall” [Jer. 15:20]; “I will contend with those who contend with you” [Isa. 49:25].
“Even though a mother may forget her children, yet will I not forget you.” [Isa. 49:15 p.]
Indeed, the principal purpose of Biblical history is to teach that the Lord watches over
the ways of the saints with such great diligence that they do not even stumble over a
stone [cf. Ps. 91:12].

Ps. 55:22
22 Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous

fall.

I Peter 5:7
7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
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Ps.91:1,12

! He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
[al]

12 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.

Ps. 90:1,
' Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.

Zech. 2:8

® For this is what the LORD Almighty says: "After he has honored me and has sent me
against the nations that have plundered you—for whoever touches you touches the
apple of his eye-

Gen. 15:1
' After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am your shield, ™' your very great reward. '

Jer. 15:20

%% 1 will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against
you but will not overcome you, for I am with you to rescue and save you," declares
the LORD.

Isa. 49:15, 25
!5 "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she
has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you!

> But this is what the LORD says: "Yes, captives will be taken from warriors,
and plunder retrieved from the fierce; I will contend with those who contend with
you, and your children I will save.
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Therefore, as we rightly rejected a little above the opinion of those who imagine a
universal providence of God, which does not stoop to the especial care of any particular
creature, yet first of all it is important that we recognize this special care toward us.
Whence Christ, when he declared that not even a tiny sparrow of little worth falls to earth
without the Father’s will [Matt. 10:29], immediately applies it I this way: that since we
are of greater value than sparrows, we ought to realize that God watches over us with all
the closer care [Matt. 10:31]; and he extends it so far that we may trust that the hairs of
our head are numbered [Matt. 10:30]. What else can we wish for ourselves, if not even
one hair can fall from our head without his will? I speak not only concerning mankind;
but, because God has chosen the church to be his dwelling place, there is no doubt that
he shows by singular proofs his fatherly care in ruling it.

Matt. 10:29, 30, 31
¥ Are not two sparrows sold for a penny[g]? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from the will of your Father.

3 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

31 So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
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Certainty about God’s providence puts joyous trust toward God inour
hearts 1.17.11
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Yet, when that light of divine providence has once shone upon a godly man, he is
then relieved and set free not only from the extreme anxiety and fear that were pressing
him before, but from every care. For as he justly dreads fortune, so he fearlessly dares
commit himself to God. His solace, 1 say, is to know that his Heavenly Father so holds
all things in his power, so rules by his authority and will, so governs by his wisdom,
that nothing can befall except he determine it. Moreover, it comforts him to know that
he has been received into God’s safekeeping and entrusted to the care of his angels, and
that neither water, nor fire, nor iron can harm him, except in so far as it pleases God as
governor to give them occasion. Thus indeed the psalm sings: “For he will deliver you
from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. Under his wings will he
protect you, and in his pinions you will have assurance; his truth will be your shield. You
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will not fear the terror of night, nor the flying arrow by day, nor the pestilence that stalks
in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at midday” [Ps. 91:3-6; cf. Ps. 90:3-6, Vg.; cf.
Comm.].

Ps. 91:3-6
3 Surely he will save you from the fowler's snare and from the deadly pestilence.

* He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his
faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.

> You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day,

% nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.

Ps. 90:3-6
3 You turn men back to dust, saying, "Return to dust, O sons of men."

* For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in
the night.

> You sweep men away in the sleep of death; they are like the new grass of the morning-
® though in the morning it springs up new, by evening it is dry and withered.
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From this, also, arises in the saints the assurance that they may glory. “The Lord is
my helper” [Ps. 118:6 Vg.]; “I will not fear what flesh can do against me” [Ps. 56:4; 55:5,
Vg.]. “The Lord is my protector; what shall I fear?” [Ps. 27:1; cf. Ps. 26:1, Vg.] “If
armies should stand together against me” [Ps. 27:3; cf. Ps. 26:3 Vg.], “if I should walk in
the midst of the shadow of death” [Ps. 22:4, Vg.; Ps. 23:4, EV], “I will not cease to have
good hope” [Ps. 56:5; 55:4, Vg.; 71:14;Vg.]. Whence, I pray you, do they have this
never-failing assurance but from knowing that, when the world appears to be aimlessly
tumbled about, the Lord is everywhere at work, and from trusting that his work will be
Jor their welfare? Now if their welfare is assailed either by the devil or by wicked men,
then indeed, unless strengthened through remembering and meditating upon providence,
they must needs quickly faint away. But let them recall that the devil and the whole
cohort of the wicked are completely restrained by God’s hand as by a bridle, so that they
are unable either to hatch any plot against us or, having hatched it, to make preparations
or, if they are fully planned it, to stir a finger toward carrying it out, except so far as he
has permitted, indeed commanded. Let them, also, recall that the devil and his crew are
not only fettered, but also curbed and compelled to do service. Such thoughts will
provide them abundant comfort. For as it belongs to the Lord to arouse their fury and
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turn and direct it whither he pleases; so, also, is it his to set a measure and limit, lest they
licentiously exult in their own lust.

Ps. 118:6
® The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?

Ps. 56:4-5
* In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man
do to me?

> All day long they twist my words; they are always plotting to harm me.

Ps. 55:4-5
* My heart is in anguish within me; the terrors of death assail me.

> Fear and trembling have beset me; horror has overwhelmed me.

Ps. 27:1, 3,
! The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?

3 Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me,
even then will I be confident.

Ps. 26:1, 3
' Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have led a blameless life; I have trusted in the LORD
without wavering.

3 for your love is ever before me, and I walk continually in your truth.

Ps. 22:4
* In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.

Ps. 23:4,
* Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, "I will fear no evil, for
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

Ps. 71:14
* But as for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and more.
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Paul, supported by this conviction, after saying in one passage that his journey had
been hindered by Satan [I Thess. 2:18], states elsewhere that with God’s permission he
determined to set out [I Cor. 16:7]. If he had said only that the obstacle was from Satan,
he would have seemed to give too much power to him, as if it were in his power to
overthrow even the very plans of God; but now when he declares God the Ruler upon
whose permission all his journeys depend, he at the same time show that Satan cannot
carry out anything that he may contrive except with God’s assent. For the same reason,
David, on account of the various changes by which the life of men is continually turned,
and as it were, whirled about, betakes himself to this refuge: that his “times are in God’s
hand” [Ps. 31:15]. He could have put here either “course of life”” or “time” in the singular,
but he chose to express by using the plural times” that however unstable the condition of
men may be, whatever changes take place from time to time, they are governed by God.
For this reason, although Rezin and the King of Israel, having joined forces to destroy
Judah, seemed firebrands kindled to destroy and consume the land, they are called by the
prophet “smoking firebrands,” that can do nothing but breathe out a little smoke [Isa. 7:4].
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Thus Pharaoh, although to all he was fearsome both on account of his riches and strength,
and the size of his armies, is himself compared to a sea monster, and his troops to fish
[Ezek. 29:4]. God therefore announces that he is going to seize the leader and the army
with his hook and drag them where He pleases. In short, not to tarry any longer over this,
if you pay attention, you will easily perceive that ignorance of providence is the ultimate
of all miseries; the highest blessedness lies in the knowledge of it.
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Chapter 18 — God so uses the works of the ungodly, and so
bends their minds to carry out his judgments,
that he remains pure from every stain

ERMEATEFRE

No mere “permission”! 1.18.1
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From other passages, where God is said to bend or draw Satan himself and all the
wicked to his will, there emerges a more difficult question. For carnal sense can hardly
comprehend how in acting through them he does not contract some defilement from their
transgression, and even in a common undertaking can be free of all blame, and indeed
can justly condemn his ministers. Hence the distinction was devised between doing and
permitting because to many this difficulty seemed inexplicable, that Satan and all the
impious are so under God’s hand and power that he directs their malice to whatever end
seems good to him, and uses their wicked deeds to carry out his judgments. And perhaps
the moderation of those whom the appearance of absurdity alarms would be excusable,
except that they wrongly try to clear God’s justice of every sinister mark by upholding a
falsehood. It seems absurd to them for man, who will soon be punished for his blindness,
to be blinded by God’s will and command. Therefore they escape by the shift that this is
done only with God’s permission, not also by his will; but he, openly declaring that he is
the doer, repudiates that evasion. However, that men can accomplish nothing except by
God’s secret command, that they cannot by deliberating accomplish anything except what
he has already decreed with himself and determines by his secret direction, is proved by
innumerable and clear testimonies. What we have cited before from the psalm, that God
does whatever he wills [Ps. 115:3], certainly pertains to all the actions of men. If, as is
here said, God is the true Arbiter of wars and of peace, and this without any exception,
who, then, will dare say that men are borne headlong by blind motion unbeknown to God
or with his acquiescence?

Ps. 115:3
3 Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.
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But particular examples will shed more light. From the first chapter of Job we know
that Satan, no less than the angels who willingly obey, presents himself before God [Job
1:6; 2:1] to receive his commands. He does so, indeed, in a different way and with a
different end; but he still cannot undertake anything unless God so wills. However, even
though a bare permission to afflict the holy man seems then to be added, yet we gather
that God was the author of that trial of which Satan and his wicked thieves were the
ministers, because this statement is true: “The Lord gave, the Lord has taken away; as it
has pleased God, so is it done” [Job 1:21, Vg. (p.)]. Satan desperately tries to drive the
holy man insane; the Sabaeans cruelly and impiously pillage and make off with another’s
possessions. Job recognizes that he was divinely stripped of all his property, and made a
poor man, because it so please God. Therefore, whatever men or Satan himself may
instigate, God nevertheless holds the key, so that he turns their efforts to carry out his
judgments. God wills that the false King Ahab be deceived; the devil offers his services
to this end; he is sent, with a definite command, to be a lying spirit in the mouth of all the
prophets [I Kings 22:20, 22]. If the blinding and insanity of Ahab be God’s judgment,
the figment of bare permission vanishes: because it would be ridiculous for the Judge
only to permit what he wills to be done, and not also to decree it and to command its
execution by his ministers.

Job 1:6, 21

® One day the angels ' came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan bl a1s0
came with them.

2l and said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. '/ The
LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised."

Job 2:1
! On another day the angels ' came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
also came with them to present himself before him.

[a]

I Kings 22:20, 22
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20 And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to
his death there?' "One suggested this, and another that.

22 " By what means?' the LORD asked. " 'I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths
of all his prophets,' he said. " "You will succeed in enticing him,' said the LORD. 'Go
and do it.'
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The Jews intended to destroy Christ; Pilate and his soldiers complied with their mad
desire; yet in solemn prayer the disciples confess that all the impious ones had nothing
except what “the hand and plan” of God had decreed [Acts 4:28; cf. Vg.]. So Peter had
already preached that “by the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, Christ had been
given over” to be killed [Acts 2:23; cf. Vg.]. Itis as if he were to say that God, to whom
from the beginning nothing was hidden, wittingly and willingly determined what the
Jews carried out. As he elsewhere states: “God, who has foretold through all his prophets
that Christ is going to suffer, has thus fulfilled it” [Acts 3:18; cf. Vg.]. Absalom,
polluting his father’s bed by an incestuous union, commits a detestable crime [II Sam.
16:22]; yet God declares this work to be his own; for the words are: “You did it secretly;
but I will do this thing openly, and in broad daylight” [II Sam. 12:12 p.]. Jeremiah
declared that every cruelty the Chaldeans exercised against Judah was God’s work [Jer.
1:15; 7:14; 50:25, and passim]. For this reason Nebuchadnezzar is called God’s servant
[Jer. 25:9; cf. ch. 27:6]. God proclaims in many places that by his hissing [Isa. 7:18 or
5:26], by the sound of his trumpet [Hos. 8:1], by his authority and command, the impious
are aroused to war [cf. Zeph. 2:1]. The Assyrian he calls the rod of his anger [Isa. 10:5
p-], and the ax that he wields with his hand [cf. Matt. 3:10]. The destruction of the Holy
City and the ruin of the Temple he calls his own work [Isa. 28:21]. David, not
murmuring against God, but recognizing him as the just judge, yet confesses that the
curses of Shimei proceeded from His command [II Sam. 16:10]. “The Lord,” he says,
“commanded him to curse.” [II Sam. 16:11.] We very often find in the Sacred History
that whatever happens proceeds from the Lord, as for instance the defection of the ten
tribes [I Kings 11:31], the death of Eli’s sons [I Sam. 2:34], and very many examples of
this sort. Those who are moderately versed in the Scriptures see that for the sake of
brevity I have put forward only a few of many testimonies. Yet from these it is more
than evident that they babble and talk absurdly who, in place of God’s providence,
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substitute bare permission — as if God sat in a watchtower awaiting chance events, and his
judgments thus depended upon human will.

Acts 4:28
*% They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.

Acts 2:23
> This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with
the help of wicked men,' put him to death by nailing him to the cross.

Acts 3:18
'8 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his
Christ®® would suffer.

II Sam. 16:10, 11, 22

19 But the king said, "What do you and I have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is
cursing because the LORD said to him, 'Curse David,' who can ask, 'Why do you do
this?" "

" David then said to Abishai and all his officials, "My son, who is of my own flesh, is trying
to take my life. How much more, then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; let him curse,
for the LORD has told him to.

22 So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he lay with his father's concubines in
the sight of all Israel.

Jer. 1:15

1> T am about to summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms," declares the LORD.
"Their kings will come and set up their thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem;
they will come against all her surrounding walls and against all the towns of Judah.

Jer. 7:14
!4 Therefore, what I did to Shiloh I will now do to the house that bears my Name, the temple
you trust in, the place I gave to you and your fathers.

Jer. 50:25
> The LORD has opened his arsenal and brought out the weapons of his wrath,
for the Sovereign LORD Almighty has work to do in the land of the Babylonians.

Jer. 25:9

? 1 will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon," declares the LORD, "and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants
and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy * them and make them
an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin.
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Jer. 27:6
® Now I will hand all your countries over to my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; I
will make even the wild animals subject to him.

Isa. 7:18
'8 In that day the LORD will whistle for flies from the distant streams of Egypt and for bees
from the land of Assyria.

Hos. 8:1
! "Put the trumpet to your lips! An eagle is over the house of the LORD because the people
have broken my covenant and rebelled against my law.

Isa. 5:26
26 He lifts up a banner for the distant nations, he whistles for those at the ends of the earth.
Here they come, swiftly and speedily!

Zeph. 2:1
! Then I looked up—and there before me was a man with a measuring line in his hand!

Isa. 10:5
> "Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath!

Matt. 3:10
3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: "A voice of one calling in the
desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him." "

Isa. 28:21
! The LORD will rise up as he did at Mount Perazim, he will rouse himself as in the Valley
of Gibeon— to do his work, his strange work, and perform his task, his alien task.

I Kings 11:31

31 Then he said to J eroboam, "Take ten pieces for yourself, for this is what the LORD, the
God of Israel, says: 'See, I am going to tear the kingdom out of Solomon's hand and give
you ten tribes.

I Sam. 2:34

3 "'And what happens to your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, will be a sign to you—they
will both die on the same day.
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GOD IS JUST; WICKED DO NOT “OBEY”, BUT
VIOLATE GOD’S COMMAND
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Even when God uses the deeds of the godless for his purposes, he does
not suffer reproach 1.18.4
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In this way, also, the other objection is solved, or rather vanishes by itself: if God not
only uses the work of the ungodly, but also governs their plans and intentions, he is the
author o all wickedness; and therefore men are undeservedly damned if they carry out
what God has decreed because they obey his will. His will is wrongly confused with his
precept: innumerable examples clearly show how utterly different these two are. For
even though, when Absalom committed adultery with his father’s wives [II Sam. 16:22],
God willed to punish David’s adultery with this shameful act, yet he did not for this
reason bid the wicked son commit incest, unless perhaps with regard to David, as he
speaks concerning Shimei’s railings. For when he confesses that Shimei curses him at
God’s command [II Sam. 16:10-11], he does not at all commend his obedience, as if that
impudent dog were obeying God’s authority. But recognizing his tongue to be a scourge
of God, he patiently bears the chastisement. We ought, indeed, to hold fast by this: while
God accomplishes through the wicked what he has decreed by his secret judgment, they
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are not excusable, as if they had obeyed his precept which out of their own lust they
deliberately break.

I Sam. 16:10-11, 22
10" Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD
has not chosen these."

""'So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" "There is still the youngest,"
Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Send for him; we will
not sit down " until he arrives."

22 Then Saul sent word to J esse, saying, "Allow David to remain in my service, for I am
pleased with him."
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Now the choice of King Jeroboam [I Kings 12:20] shows clearly that what men do
perversely is of God, and ruled by his hidden providence. In this choice the rashness and
insanity of the people is condemned for having perverted the order sanctioned by God,
and having faithlessly fallen away from the house of David. And yet we know that he
willed him to be anointed. Accordingly in Hosea’s statements there likewise occurs a
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certain appearance of contradiction: for God complained in one place that that kingdom
had been established without his knowledge and against his will [Hos. 8:4]; yet elsewhere
he proclaims that in his anger he had given King Jeroboam [Hos. 13:11]. How will these
statements agree: that Jeroboam did not reign b God’s will and yet was appointed king by
the same God? The answer is obviously that the people could neither revolt from the
house of David without shaking off the divinely imposed yoke, nor was God himself
deprived of the freedom to punish Solomon thus for his ungratefulness. Therefore
we see how God does not will a breach of faith, yet with another end in view, justly wills
defection. Hence likewise, contrary to expectation, he compelled Jeroboam with sacred
anointing to become king. In this way the Sacred History says that an enemy was raised
up by God [I Kings 11:23] to divest Solomon’s son of part of his kingdom.

I Kings 12:20, 23

20 When all the Israelites heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to
the assembly and made him king over all Israel. Only the tribe of Judah remained
loyal to the house of David.

» "Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon king of Judah, to the whole house of Judah and
Benjamin, and to the rest of the people,

Hos. 8:4
* They set up kings without my consent; they choose princes without my approval.
With their silver and gold they make idols for themselves to their own destruction.

Hos. 13:11
'S0 in my anger I gave you a king, and in my wrath I took him away.
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+ K 10: 7-10
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Let my readers weigh both these things with care. Because it had please God that his
people be governed under the hand of one king, when the nation is split into two parts, it
is done against his will. And yet the beginning of the separation came from the will of
the same God. For surely when the prophet both by word of mouth and by the token of
anointing stirred Jeroboam, who was thinking of no such thing, to the expectation of the
kingdom, this was not done without the knowledge or against the will of God, who so
commanded it to be done. And yet the rebellion of the people is rightly condemned
because against God’s will they revolted from David’s descendants. For this reason, also,
it is afterward added that Rehoboam haughtily despised the petitions of the people and
that this was done by God to establish the Word which he had proclaimed through the
hand of Ahijah his servant [I Kings 12:15]. Note how it is against God’s will that the
sacred unity is broken, and yet how by his same will the ten tribes are estranged from
Solomon’s son. Besides this, there is another similar example, where with the people’s
consent — indeed, with them lending a hand — the sons of King Ahab are murdered, and
all his posterity exterminated [II Kings 10:7]. Indeed, Jehu rightly repots that “nothing of
God’s words has fallen to the ground, but he has done what he said by the hand of his
servant Elijah” [II Kings 10:10 p.]. And yet not without cause did he rebuke the citizens
of Samaria because they had given assistance. “Are you righteous?” he asks; “if I
conspired against my master, who killed all these?” [II Kings 10:8; II Kings 10:9; Vg.] 1
have, unless I am mistaken, already clearly explained how in the same act as man’s evil
deed shows itself, so God’s justice shines forth.

I Kings 12:15

15 So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of events was from the LORD, to
fulfill the word the LORD had spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the
Shilonite.

IT Kings 10:7, 8, 9, 10

7 When the letter arrived, these men took the princes and slaughtered all seventy of them.
They put their heads in baskets and sent them to Jehu in Jezreel.

® When the messenger arrived, he told Jehu, "They have brought the heads of the

princes." Then Jehu ordered, "Put them in two piles at the entrance of the city gate
until morning."
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? The next morning Jehu went out. He stood before all the people and said, "You are
innocent. It was I who conspired against my master and killed him, but who killed all
these?

10" Know then, that not a word the LORD has spoken against the house of Ahab will fail.
The LORD has done what he promised through his servant Elijah."
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And for modest minds this answer of Augustine will always be enough: “Since
the Father delivered up the Son, and Christ, his body, and Judas, his Lord, why in this
delivering up is God just and man guilty, unless because in the one thing they have done,
the cause of their doing it is not one?” But if some people find difficulty in what we are
now saying — namely, that there is no agreement between God and man, where man does
by God’s just impulsion what he ought not to do — let them recall what the same
Augustine points out in another passage: “Who does not tremble at these judgments,
where God works even in evil men’s hearts whatever he wills, yet renders to them
according to their deserts?” And surely in Judas’ betrayal it will be no more right,
because God himself both willed that his Son be delivered up and delivered him up to
death, to ascribe the guilt of the crime to God than to transfer the credit for redemption to
Judas. Therefore the same writer correctly points out, elsewhere, that in this examination
God does not inquire into what men have been able to do, or what they have done, but
what they have willed to do, so that purpose and will may be taken into account.
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Let those for whom this seems harsh consider for a little while how bearable their
squeamishness is in refusing a thing attested by clear Scriptural proofs because it exceeds
their mental capacity, and find fault that things are put forth publicly, which if God had
not judged useful for men to know, he would never have bidden his prophets and apostles

s > (CRREHEER) 3 rhaEfR e - BERCER R cen-tv.com ERFELHE



to teach. For our wisdom ought to be nothing else than to embrace with humble
teachableness, and at least without finding fault, whatever is taught in Sacred Scripture.
Those who too insolently scoff, even though it is clear enough that they are prating
against God, are not worthy of a longer refutation.
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