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ABSTRACT

The “ethical characteristic” does not belong to T. C. Chao’s
theology exclusively. In the fisst half of the 20th century in China
there was a pervasive tendency io make an ethical interpretation of
Christian faith. This “ethical characteristic” was manifested in T. C.
Chac’s system of theology which was ome of the most systematic and
comprehensive of its time in China. The aricle examines a number of
ethical embodiments of T. €. Chao’s theology, exploning the causes
of this ethical chamcteristic, and evaluating the strengths and
wealmesses of T. C. Chao’s theology with “ethical characteristic” .

The first pat of the book points out that the “ ethical
characteristic” is embodied not only in T. C. Chao’ s theories of
God, Christ, Bible, church and redemption, but also in his
understandings of several Chnstian doctrines, such as heaven, the
trinity, sin, etc. Furthermore, the author demonstrates that T. C.
Chao’ s theology is constructed on the basis of ethical redemption —
the belief that the individual’s moral action is the crucial element to
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his salvation.

The second part of the book explores the causes of T. C.
Chao’ s ethical theology. The author argues that the Chinese
temporal situation and diffientties of society and eulture provide one
moral theme for T. C. Chao’s theology. The ethical trait of the
Chinese traditional culture, especially Confucianism makes T. C,
Chao’s theology take on ethical “garment” with westem theologies
playing a supporting role in this ethical process.

The third part of the book evaluates the strengths and
weaknesses of T. C. Chao’s ethical theology. The author points out
that T. C. Chao’s effort to build an ethical theology is an attempt to
construct one “contextual theology” in the context of tha Chinese
society and culture. His theology plays an important role to enlighten
individual morality and personality in the social reality of that time.
~But on the olher hand, his theological theoties also bring abont two
problems: Firstly, the author thinks that T. C. Chao has overfooked
the tension between individual mosality and the social ethic when he
tried to aitain a reasonable society through improving individual
morality . The author argues that social facts are not the mechanical
combinations of many individual facts. The improvement of
individual morality alone is not enough to make a reasonable society.
It i1s impossible to regulate the sociul ethical behaviors simply by
improving personal moral actions. Secondly, the author thinks that
T. C. Chao neglected the tension between transcendence and the
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inherenice of Chnstian ethics when he overemphasized the Chrnstian
ethic’ s meaning to the social moral construction and built his ethical
theology around the moral function of Chnstiamty. T. C. Chao
emphasized the efficacy of theology to reconstruct human Lfe and
society excessively and had a presupposing optimistic feeling to this
efficacy, which results in his overestimating of individual moral
ability in the salvation of individual and society. In addition, at the
end of the book, the author concisely analyzes the ethical
characteristic of Christian faith in China and its cause of formation.
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& T.C.Chao, The Appead of Chrisiianity i the Chinese Mind, p.378.
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a T.C.Chav, The meaning of the Church . p.4,
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1923, p.670. “H R X PEIHXSEE, BECEBEH PEIERMRE,
HA SRR KRGS IR MER S E RIS £El8en
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(formalism) , &5 B A SRAG AL 8 2 5 1 B FE A (ethical) 5
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FAF1E (philosophy appeal) , 4 1 A M B 1 SRR K
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O BERE A TRV R R AT (Venderbilt University ), RES R RS
st P EM M RAD LS EEMST R, LOEFRYEE
HAMHNFERERIHEL T PR EH E R I HEXEERE R AR A
FHEHE S EHARRATHE. NEFERHEKEELG, RRBFRELR
U G EETHE L P L BERS A M -y Bl S
BT 1924 % - 1926 F S AU A HH FERT S HETREE R EHER 5
fi£ .

& WHR—.

@ BERESIHATEFIFRREAEE MHEERRBERNRLL —
R M TS I A L EHE TR R A HRRE, i
SN RARIHEF AP PR A Willian James, Walter Rauschenbusch, Gearge Walter
Fiske, Williom Newton Clarke, Josiah Royce, Borden Parkor Bowne, Henry Churchill
King, Henry Bergeon, Sherwood Eddy A, E R E4E (M ERMMHZEEA), HR3
.,



A A 69 TR AL A AT 8 AL B

B—F MEHAREXHFHIRNE

A (personality) IXMESTER ER M F P HREER
B AL, LA AR |3, HRBRI A S5e R M A, AR W
HREBURETE, AR IS REEAEEE, EEABEXEW
HR L RSN R R AR CRER.

DX E,FFRAENEAN, ARGEAR,
RAEM AL AL, REAE, NTFLR
BHEAERLBEGASL, WML CHAN, BE
AR, LR TR, ALRF ML, 2
Tz a0

ERRURRNCARIS” A, B F s HTdE
[IBF5E.Q MM BRI R FRERK L#ie LBt
BB iy AR B, I R AR AL
B QAR 7 8 ov2maa A, BREE X AR MEE
5 ARAEEMIN. R EHRARR LW, ISk T
N, AFIBEFTE ARG B, XA LR

O BURR(HEBREY AT ), MO KRURY, 8,8 204 50,

@ REHFABERABIIBLMOHEDBRAS ) A0 %M |
WA I (R R AR ISR M SRR B (iR
RERMFBBPN ALY HEE {SBEENEEAKILR),

241



242

BOE R 2 F BRI

¥ - FARBERERMETARET L, EHARNERE
AMERE Y, AR ERAFET L MARENBRE
RS AR —F AR AABKXHERES
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